Wm THE 


BELIEVERS DUTY) I 
Towards the '* d 


SP I'R F-4;. 
An e 
SPIRITS OFFICE 


Towards 


BELIEVERS. 


OR; 
A Diſcourſe concerning 


Believers not Grieving the Spirit, 


AND f 

T he Spirits ſealing up Believers | 
tothe day of Redemption. | 

, Grounded on Dpheſ. 4-39: 


(by 7 24 Wi 4 


| * 


Hope makerh M aſhamed, becauſe the love PT: | 


« ſhed. abroad in our beartt by the Holy Ghoſt |- - 


whieh i & 1 ws, Rom.5.5 
The Spirit it ſelf beareth Sieeſi with our Spirit that 
wt are the Children of Ged, Rom.8$.16, 


ere 


LONDON, Printed for $a, Gz ti 1nnantat the! 
Ball inS, Pauls Church-yard, 1665. / 


$$& £H*$L29 222228 222 


A 
P-K.E...FiA CE 


TO FHE 


READER 


Chriſtian Reader, 
ow medfull it « to8heve 4 belief 
the hr Ghoſt,oppears not *u £4 
teeads, which iy how words 


| 


4 


ta oe hi _ Det but 
15 not 

</dereo , 2nd in theiy Catorbilen randy 

the no-wece(city of any operation of bit in 
erdtr to tur aſeming 18 the Goſpel, 
fled with a Spirit of Deluſpon, tha they retain 
yet irwth enough to dtenominate thent either Chyi- 
ſtians, or Hereticks, The text wpon- which. the | 
enſuing gry is prac arr very fair p 
opportunity of proving the Per y and Deity 
of this bieſſed Spirit, —_ ſhewing that our nd- 
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tural corruption cannot be cured but by bis inha- 
bitation. But comtenting my ſelf to or fight: 
ly to rouch theſe matters, 1 mainly inſiſt on our be- 
ing by this Spirit ſealed to the day of 

tion ; 4 phraſe which ( «s moſt others that are 
meapborical ) bah bad the af A be many ways 
interpreted. we one ſeems to bave read 


holy writ onely to ſerve a de applies it to that 
indeleble charafter ſuppoſed the Romaniſts to 
are baptized $ but how | 


be imprinted on al 
wainly, appeareth 
x, 5y his own Cajeran, who ſaith, Sacramenta 
imprimere charaterem ex non habe- 
ade ya Eccleſia athoricate, & non mulcum 
_ 

" the miſerable ſhift be is put ro before be 
can find any imaginable foundation for rhis Chy- 
mera in the —_— He us fain to read with the 
vulgar Latine inthe day, though againſt the Greek 

and Syriack; 'yea, and againſt ſundry latine Ma- 
naſcript & dy Þ dun» tells ws: yer this wery 
mriter, E 3. when he thought it would be 
more for his bs forſaking the vulgar Latine 
which readeth in whom believing, fyeth to the 
Greek, after ye believed, 

3. Beſides, bow abſurd is it, that any indeleble 
charter or cognizance of Chriſtianity ſhould be 
Anprioved on all iy Baptiſme, when as we ſee that 


any 
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many after Baptiſme do witerly and maliciosfly re- 
cone nfs and all the Principles of Chrifh 
'- Other Pomtifician writers; do refer the phraſe 
not t0 the Sacrament of Baptiſme, but Confirma- 
tion, So Eſtins; ſoour Country-men the Rhemiſts, 
whohave this note on Ephel,1,13., Some refer 
this co "the grace of | 'to many 
learned it ſeemeth, that the Apoſtle alluderh co 
= may: the = —_ = _ 
0 rmartion, e Baptized wich 
the fign of the Crolsand holy Chriſme, 2«t 
they are well told by the judicions Dr, Falk, That 
rhe learned men they ſpeak of muſt needs be 
Ones Sw _ learning,” for the- ancient 
earning no (uch interpretation, inflancing 
in Chryſoſtome, Ambroſe, -Theodoret, Auguſtine, 
Primaſins, Hitr ome ,Oecumenine,! . who 
carry the cext quite another way, . Al Proteſtant 
Writers are not agreed what may be intended by | 
this Sealing ot the Spirit -( ſure it is for our cre- 
dit that we can allow our ſelves 19 differ one from 
another in expounding a place of Scripture.) *I ye- 
fer it not t8the Holy Ghoſts regenerating or renew- | 
ing us bat to his aſſuring us of the adoption of ſons, 
his creating in us a ſenſe of Gods Paternal love to- 
wards ws, and of our filial love towards him: in 
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ſo doing, 1 follow not _ Jondry learned ſons rf 
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6 prnmranyt 3x Fyoogy iy wh 


1.13, 
e[sion of a Seal, " 
= that 


* themtich E Epiſtle of ie of inf, 1 that ye are truly the 
* people owe true and bigh God. 


i EE nr 
this ojedtian, ©* If i 9, 
CEE ern _ the true 
« fab and erec of Oad, and for anſwer, denieth 
uct, © becauſe this Seal is wot altogether 
ally certain and evident tothe, (for 
news, who dares ſwear that be is 
with the Holy Ghoſt as with 4 (teal ) but 
rug obahle, ang morally, as it were, certain 
- ng es ſo tn like manner it 
ads not to them clear and certain that they are tn 
* the true faith end grace of God, Fer the funtber 


clearing 


Ru 
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clearingaf this doubt, He refers #; to what be had 
or wy ror 8. 16, Conſulting him onthat place. 
(ur note + * That the ny 

by which be witneſſeth that we ate the 


"fuer Godzrs wer certain with certainty of Faith, 
5 Or __ wh infattible CR Carhas 


Ic certamty, which certainty yet in- 
"* ereaſerh with Holineſs + ſo that Vega,and hunrd, 
and Pertrius, following thews, think, that ſome 
&« mew very holy, without the ſpecial revelation of 
* God, from the figns and effetts of the Holy Ghoſt, 

* which they find i» themſelves very frequent Clear 
©«« and efficacious, have a certainty, not irdeed in- 
" " fallible 645 they dare [wear that they are in the 

< yrace of God, but yet ſuch and ſo great as excludes 
* all fear of the contrary, wot ouely from the af 
«* fettion and confidence, bit alſo from the under- 
* handing and per[waſion, ſo as ſuch do as certain- 
* ly know and believe that they are in the grace of 
< God as we cenainly know and believe that there is 

© (cl 4 Place as CRIEOEY or Alexandria, 
Let' the Papilts read this, end, if they have not 
all ingenuity, ackwowle tha ſome eminem 
s of rheir own go 44 high or higher they 
we do : Por we do net ſay, that wt are certain with 
a certainty of {anh, we are ſanttified or pay- 
doned\, or if any do fe #4 it is onely a Ph yy. 


phical 


— ww 


| « rin and Cojeran would havs it, but onely with ; 
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{not accuſing them, | nor having ng any ground to ac- 
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, at ao 
rar enereold a wag ag an 
fr * of non CE 
= 0 «riſe from es, 
whereof is Scripture, though the other be 
aklanders inns _-__ - a a 


Sar 10. a 
onely by con rek p4 wppoſition, T 

aP Ss certain cork ens, ſenſe, - is 
ſtronger then a Propoſition certain from Di- 


yine revelation, - whith. i: not wniver ſly true * 


Nor yer do oy rhino ah epi 


ar g | 
not mixed with any: 


ive _ 9} a alip hey can; their 


euſe them of preſumption,” call God Father, and 
Chriſt their elder Brother, aſc 2s their Ad- 
nol 


woate: Tet after all this they 


they are the children of God, or if jo ſhould, 


can any controver fie be ended by ſuch an Oath, which 


could wot be ended without it 1 otherwiſe we ds 


ſwear 


————  —  ———  — ——— — = _ ——— -————_— SF, | 


—_— 


wo; 


they would thereby do an Tt prove to darken 


for no one hath power to require ſuth an Oath, 
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ſwear in ſundry matters in the which we have not | - 
4 greater or ſo great an evidence 4s it is poſeibly 
for « man to have of bis Adoption, And ift all 
Charches there is pays Pier open ove 
Swreties required, as oft as Children are baptized; 
an abrenutciation of the World, Fleſb, 'and"De- 
vil, and when the baptized children come to be 
adult, and receive Confirmation, 'tis required of 
them, that they profeſs before the Biſhops and all 
the Congregation preſent, ©* That they do renew the 
© ſolemn Promiſe and Vow that was made in their 
© name at Baptiſme, ratifying- and confirming the 
© (ame in their own” perſons, and acknowledgi 

** themſelves bound to believe and 12 4s al theſe | 
© rbings which — rougernf bryan 
© then unders : . Liturgy 
of the laſt Edition, - | 

Now if ſa be perſons could not be ſatisfied that 


they are in their reſolutions, we 
\calling _ make ſuch Vows, but teach fs 


diſſemble and play the bypocrites, 
- Objet, But do not ſome of our Divines ſpeak 
of an immediate teſtimony of the Spirit ? 

Anſw, They do: But it is to be hoped that they 
mean no more then that the ſoul is ſometimes more 
then uſually meet to recerve the Seal of the Spirit, 
more then ordinarily diſpoſed to. give in its witneſs 
with the witneſs of the Spirit of Gad,j,e, ſometimes 

. " 
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| Pegs God; or done aids 
EEE. 


Fr 


+ | not from Satan, ap wings 

Oe hae oe cen 
We have in Za- 
becauſe he did not believe the 
words f Go Ange Luk, 1, 20, there bring 
| ſufficient evidence that he was an Angel of Grd,and 

nothing in the Meſſ age that ſhould render it increds- 
bh, Barwe hve of as Examp a9. 46 nor 
one t 


ſeverely 
ar encnnlenl hat room 
r Kin, 12, —_— AZ, 23, adage Is every young 


C on 


C— i 
—_ —— 


Yy—— 


10 


wo (nd 


ar bo <« cern the (incer A 
ſuit 7/4 and it pa 


and ways, Rr have 
apparitions , ionpreſtions. 
been moſt frequent 


made Luther, not 


9! among thew,zo 4), 


nor dreams, nor Angels. 
Faith i general or || 
| - Anfw. They de ſo, ard 
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wawd me! {et hins alone ul he bad 
oy 

Fo mar ih the Cod i rheſ 

have as much ade perhaps [9116 fired rhe ve, 


hath been hifoten that did ſearch and try bis heart 


among the Romaniſts, the ſenſe 


gelos mibi mittat, Com, ew» Gen, cap, 38, I have 
agreed with God that he fend neither viſions, 


ObjeR. Do not very eminent Divines ſay, that 


i little worth without ſpecial Faith, 


ann ith 


mo cu _ 
manus non." 
ſun Gregori),, 
Epiftolz A 

Lapide: Jn 8*: 
ad Rom, 7,16, 


, beeanſe 


fag 


wy ens atFions. 
b ne Ih ww 


deluded 
Theſe dion aw? 


many Jars before | 
map perinecnty | 


ſomaia, vel eciem an- 


and that general Faith 


4 cond end ceonenicat 3 
inter- | 
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ele ends fan rs 
« grven by the learned Dr | pe: 
Miedds of Faiths But 3t way mot be. 


fees pr gow note cr OY pn Oo 


= emma o pia IEEE 


4 oo far and ( 
nga erxd7 Age perh gry por 
Cfire Faith «nd therefore tends ma- 
3 iv 3s wnconverted ſinners in their un- 
| and puts the maintainers of it upon' moſt 
| lara 27 in expounding ſundry lace of Sevip- 
inſtance 1n _— which ] do in the follow- 

oh —_ Fagan 

—_ having a believed, but in the Preſent, be- 
ing -, Ss the Vulgar Latines,credentes, which | 


Eſt {41 toexeuſe by Ampliation, « tind of 
Licentia Logica, miſt be the beſt tranſlation, Be- 
; we know that God maketh wſe of the —_ 


"me 


þ ares cw EY 4 mo much commend- 
alidity aud clearneſs, Vid, Eccleſi- 
ef oil we id ” Kr map ſhould be 


It Gere feed L 


——— 


—— 
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| 

Ls ea rtend! 
he hard to any man, who rr des the 
ifs of diſcerning 


Faith, Wonld the Papiſts but as freely cenſure the 
errars rey ane a ry cſarehe 


| 


=o 


| 
| 


ours, ſoon would all the controuerſies about Aſſs- 


$ 


ance come t0ancnd, but that berng an 
rather to be mite then hoped fr, let all leſs j 
Cows Chief ſatisfie t elves 10 know, 
"x, 1t 8s therece YO un eo 
right to be the ſons of = 

2, _— be = receives C brift fhullbe by God 


Ge Cn be know an ply to have 


or wo, The promiſes ran clear, 
b in Chnſt, non 

rh, ba ave ena ie Foh: 3, Bleſſed are 
cy chat mou they ſhall be- comforted, 


[Bleſſed are thoſe Kher hunger:and thirſt af- 
eer iaheccafecks for they "(alt be farisfied, 
Marth. 5. The condition of theſe aww 

led, the promiſes themſelves muſt be 37> 


e God ſhould Lt be ww un _— and 
Fo ſhall the too hard , the 100 Aarne 
cit of a man concerning himſelf make void the 
faith of God? God forbid: ſcarcely among inge- 


nuous men doth any one fare the worſe for an exceſs 
of modeſty; and can the Father of Mercies ſhut a, 


good 


—_ — — — —_—_— OO +» — 
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if faith. were an 
#, fas 


cerning Spirits, can give any groundof 
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ee 
3. That is if ar wr ets nk 
horn the hinge het ae fey ora of Gade 


' '$, That as be ts ready ta ts carnal 
- 097 reqmaigr Laws th, ares jr an an" 
that they are the men who ( exetpt they become 
] new creatures ) are marked tut for damnation y ſo 
bt#'#s ready 16 Vo, thoſe who ave [piritaally 
minded the truth of their graces, and by that their 


intereſt in the promiſes of Fuſtrfieetion, 4 
Glerification. or 


cw tat That our work licth in var ſebyes 
yet we cimnot as but by ew rem 
oe þ andaten t97weten bl tf 
Spirit, which mectueſs we ſhall they 
come ts, «7 I, rndery or our ſelves about the 
cor x rk worn gract : 2, Have fre 
= ape Prnye s about the falat(s 
RT its promiſes, 3, Giving all 
rd vertue-; and to vertae, 
| >a Ira and ro noniiget ,temperance z and 
roremperance, patience, god- 
Inie(s , 2ndco godlinels, brothetly kindneſs, and 
tbbrotherly kindneſs,charity, 4, Byreflex adts 
= compare the frame of our heart and cour(e of 


| 


our | 
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our lives with the rale, 5. Watch andpray, the 
we may be free from that dwbddna v, wejnntuc, 
pride and prejudice, which make us though [o ſharp- 
"nap to ſee 4 ne ry nay, Jet ſo 

45 not to ſee a beam S_——— 

That thou mayeſt (Chriſtian Reader) 
fn belp in all theſe matters, was the puppy 

at in making the Traalife thus publick, 
The Authors name could net make it more accepts- 
ble and. is there up-xr p ar engs 
Fs the, it nf 8 inal ve 


een 1 
prenee 


0. 
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He. 
are 
cy ep LID 
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ed the holy ' Spirit of God 
04 rb A JO AS ay o 


—_— Helemordaareby fangaa! 
SCISAL ceivedto conrain an abſo; 
G lute Independent counſe, 
but | che: Greek Scholix's 
-- (uppoſc mgromags 1: 
CE SIEL ASA IN 25an argument tO 
"3 — the immediately 
dehortation, Let no corrupt communicatiog T 
our of your mouth : _ as it rhe Apoſtle} 
(aid, If you:think it a-ſmall matrer, to! 
allow your ſelves in ſuch ſpeeches» as have 
a9 _ to edification, [45 are no way! 
fix to = ace wnta the hearers ; I ya 
RT IPs" a WY 
| B 


227; SGTES Poeeer! =o 


> 7 
by " 
[ 'G & 
: ”L wed, : 


; If we receiveriescopnexion (as why 
may we nor, fith itoffers 00 violence to the 
conex,, and is backed with ſo. gopd autho- 
rity) _ __—_ obſerve inthe Text, 

Tr, A are 


Thr yr 
taken off from idle words, left ſhould 
grieve the ſpirit, 

2, A deſcription of this Spitit from his 


| wm : 


- b a, 

Grieve wot the holy ſpirit of God, "The form 

of ſpeech ae bp of Gl, from the 
"Old Teſtament,"7ſs, 63, 10, They rebelled, 
ITED Wy want Fray: oe hee 
wrntd ts 7 enemy, | 
-1thew,, But notwithſtanding we ary 
out a parallel place , yer muſt we ſtill in- 


quire, * 
Queſt, 1, How the Spirit can be faid to 
the gticvecr for ſering he is God, and ſo i 


= 


finitely perfect , bow can we conceive him 


> 


F o P4 
» } 
& 0 
oa r id 
4 , © X 


pier, which is not onely a paſ 
all paſtons the meaneſt , 
as ariſing from the ſenſe of ſome 
which we cannot maſter: And 
is the more conliderable, be- 

of the Greek 


's generis dolores , and is therefore 
to ſer out that angui 
which our Saviour did feel in 
CACath, 26.37. 

Bur allthis norwichſtanding, we may give 
a very fair accounc of the phraſe for, 

1, There ave, who by (he (pirit of God do wnder- 
fland the renewed part of man, and indeed ic 
is noc unuſual jo Scypture for God £9 call 
his own. work by his own name, now the 
renewed foul, whether our own, or others, 
is capable of being vexed in a proper ſenſe: 
but this ſenſe ſcems not here intended; yer 
chis I muſt tell you, that God interprets all ] 
that is done againſt his children, as done a- 
inſt himſelf; an4 cheretore do you beware 

ow you grieve the Lords holy ones, ei- 
ther by ſaying, or doing any thing , which 
you know their ſouls cannot but abhor - per- 
 |hapsir g:ieverh not ſome of your ſouls, nor 
3 |grateth on ſome of your ears, to hear the 
| B 2 name| 


It 
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4 Beleivers duty towards the Spirit. | 
name of God taken in vain, or blaſphemed, 
or the good ways of God ſpoken againſt 
but true Believers are of another temper, 
Pſal. 42.10, As with a ſword in my bones, 
mine enemits reproach me, While they ſay day- 
ly unto me, where is thy God, 2 Pet, 2.8, Lot 
vexed his righteous foul from day to day with the 
unlawful deeds which he ſaw and heard in Sodom 
and Gomorrab, Wherefore Sirs, be not am- 
bicious to ſtrike farher and ſons at one blow, 
ler it ſufficethat you diſhoriour God, bur do 
not difhonour him at ſech times and places, 
when and where his Saints may ftand by, 
and ſee and hear the qvrong and diſhonour 
that is refleted on their heavenly Father, 
2. We may be ſaid te grieve him, when we 
do that which would grieve him were he ca- 
pable of grief, The Scrieur caller 
according to ſucceſs, and event ; hethat 
on 4 woman to luſt after her, hath committed 
adultery in his heart , though he never a 
that brucith luſt, Matr. 5, 28, He that bateth 
his brother is a rg er: A, = 3, I5, not 
that every one that hate th proper! 
Kill ; bur that he who hateth his Ho ; 
had undoubtedly killed his brother, could 
his brother have been thought to dearh , his. 
hatred would have brought forth mu:der 
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had noe ſomerhing ſtrangled it in the womb, 
ways fd; tity. we do that againſt 
him , which ,would grieve him, and more 
then grieve him, were he capable ot being 
grieved or any way altered for the worſe, O 
man! take it from me, every tine thou ſinneft 
pref; , thow doſt what in thee lieth to 

hilate the fountain of all eſſences ,, then de## 
what thou canſt to.le ave the world without a God. 
He will be in heaven maugfe all che malice of 
men and devils, no thanks to them ; were 
be capable of being deprived of life, they 
by theif fins h1d deprived him of lite long 
fince, + 9 wt ap wry bw he was bro- 
ken in- pieces by the whoriſh heart of 1{racl, 
Exzeck, 6, 9, So true is that of the Schoolmen, 
that omwe peccatum, is, deicidinm. 

3- We are ſaid to grieve the Spirit of God, 
when we make the Spirit of God [o to carry 
it towards uf, as perſons do towards thoſe thas 
have grieved them, It by any unworthy! 
carriage I have vexed my friend, he intermics 
all as of friendſhip and familiarity z So doth 
the Spirit, when any thing is committed con- 
+Frrary to his nature or offices, withdraw his be- 
nigne influences and conſolations, which are 
better then life, I judge as do the generality 
of Reformed Divines, that r9e Spiris of Sed | 

0 ah 
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| Father andthe Son, as well as by every Renew- 


*you, when wee reach, that the faich where- 
4 4 cannot fail, ir did nor 
* in the Prophet, it ſhall nor in you, They 
© which are bot of \God do not fin any 


** ſuch fin as dorh qai ingaiſh grace, clean 
Meng walapr ama —ar : braaaſe 


Cn WOES and dorh 
teld © rom receiving any irremeciable 
* wound ſaith the judicious M*, Richard Hooker 


de you Oxi en a —_—_ | 
e e ratno, nit , wed, 
{o | ina man, if he 06 gr Gl 
himg he may Lange gurus tp 
ſenſe 2nd feeling : he was fo as to David, 
which made him pray, Create im we 4 elem 
heart, and renew 4 right (pir, 

Queſt. 2, Why are we rathir ſaid to prevoe 


Anſw, No queſtion we ds by fin grieve the 
ed aft of repentance we do minifter joy to 
them, Every wilfull ſin is an high affront vo 
the thrice bleſſed and glorious T rinicy, Pal, 


73, v, 40, How oft did they provoke him in the” 
Wil: | 


ere dt Eres u__ 


| 
| 4 
**Sermon of the Cenainty, ce. par 345.5 l 


the Holy Ghoſt, then the Father, or the Sou't | | 
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Spirit, 
"a. wry} 1 concern- | 

ng harn:e of the fins by which } 
the Spirit is grieved', ſoon might it be re- | 
ap <P B 4 ſolved 


toe fiep. ſomething 
in ic peculiar z for whereas all other. fins that 
4 m4» i are without the ym het evee 
mitteth fornication fnneth cinſt | bis own 
becy, 1 Cor, 6,18.) 4 Gras ſexcem« dan- 
142.07, Feg'.. tr buic lace imterpretationes, ſaith 
ly in locum. ” Clarins; that incerpomracion BAY 
ſeems, moſt proper is, that other fins, though 
ated by the body, and Jeaving an ill im 
preſſion on the , yet have” notthar force || 


over 
ws _ _ 


, & 
4 >; 
% C 
G: 


LESS wt 
TEETH 


ple of God, him God - ſhall \ deſtroy, 1 Cor, 3, 
17, When there were no Chriſtian Magi- 
ſtrates to puniſh tHs fin, 'God gave hi 
Church a power, to deliver the unclean ſo 

that | 


F372 


34 


drun- 
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| Ficls 
which is exceſs, its 
; | akins, for 
with wine , _ - 
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Vid .Zaneb at drunk 
H am- 
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not integral of them, yea, and of the 
Jonida Feaſts roo when an F- 
dolatrons, 1 Cor, x0, 7, T and 


2, The fins of Anger, Matice, Biteerneſſe, 
and which flew thence, Serife, and Devifuns : 
Theſe are commonly numbred (pix 
reckon hatred, variance, ftrife, ſedutions, ep- 
©7wings, among the fruits of th Gil.s. 
26, 21, and that he doth call the Corarrhinns 
carnal, becauſe there was among them, envy. ' 
ing, and ftrife, and diviſiens; one ſaymy te 
wes of Paul, another he was of Apollos, 1 Cor, 
3.3,4+ *Tis thoughe by ſome, thatthe Coria- 
thiens did not makePaul and Apollss the Heads 
| oſtheir Parties and Factions, but that the A. 
{poſtle Corh by a Figure rransterr this unto him- 
ſell and Apollos,thar they might colle@, thar if 


| 


—Kiliver dug awers the Gt. ax || 


ir 


— 


th. 


whoſe rams hey ci cll and 

, x ergo ore ag ro 
[04] I am i another, I'any 
ob-der Cartes In reference to which RG ee 
neednot (ay, Was Ariſtotle cractfied 

Were you baptized into the. name Carter? 
but; dorh chere in ether of rheixg Wn 
occurr ſo muchas the name of Chriſt cracik- 
ed? -Cerrainly; fo to admire the Tenenes ei- 
of the one or the other, "as to vilifie 


unbeſcemin 2:anty that pro- 
the Spirit, Bar ler us al- 


ondimry Paſtors 
diſtinguiſh: 


im like a Devil-- 1, as the School-men fay, 
that in ſome creacures there be the toot- ſteps 
bar-in others the image of God , ſo we may 
beallowed to think that in ſome fins be to be 
tound not onely the foor-ſteps hut alſo the 
image of che Dzv.), 'cis as much intheſe fins 
asin any other z Be angry and ſin not, let th 


* —  __ _— 


—_— .._ —— 


| | Believers duty towars the Spirit 


Place to the Devil, 46 25;26, The ot- 
der of the words implieth, chat ſo much pl 
as we give to Anger, ſo much place wegive' 


tothe 4 'To _ _—_ are ſo 
contrary to love, ' which rhoagh it be nor-as' 
Zanbert choughr, the eſſence 'of the Holy: 
| Ghoſt, yer is one of his chiefeſt fruics, chat 
|they muſt needs hugely grieve him, If a con- 
rentious woman be a continual dropping in's 
very rainy day; and if any wiſe mat would: 
chooſe rather to dwell in the wilderneſs, then 
with a contentious and woman; how' 
can the Spirit think you delighero dwell with 
thoſe Salawanders t are never well bur in 
'the fire of contention, and count themſelves 
_ be in their apes = longer _ 
they are wrangling, and diſpuri 

| about ſubNancia hs and analides. cocker 


the Sun go down 0n your wrath , neither gout! | 


matter, motion, aud aromes * 
3, The ſlejghring the divinely inſpired Wri- 
tings, or miniſtration of the Spirit, and pre- 


tering chereunto che Writings of any men 


| whatſoever, It a perſon had taken much 
| pains, 'and put together all his Learning to 
{ct our ſome one Treatiſe, and ſhould 

|afcer ir was publiſhed, that men neither read 
{it,yor much enqui:ed after it, whileſt the Pam- 


| phlets 


«« 


, 


wirginita 
thar before ir pleaſed God to touch his 
did very much deſpiſe St. Pewls Epiſtles, be- | 
cauſe they gid not Sapere ingenium Met | 4 
cure, And you know what is commonly re- 
ported of Angrius Politienus, that he ſhould 
A , He never beſtowed time worſe then once 
Þ, he vouchſated to read over the New 
. Teſtament; yet is he ſaid ro haveſpent ſe-| 
veral years in enquiring whether the _—_ 
atine 


—— — 


| ENT 


That as Joby was Chr: 
rituals, {O was Ariftorle in Naturals, 4 $ 
laſticis cjefis Platone Ariſteteles in Prophets 
rum & Apoſtolorum conſeſſum cooptatus eſt, ipſo 
propemodum Chriſto de weritatis 
treverſiam movit, Juſt as now we are told, 
that Cartes did write his Meditations by in- 
(piration, which made F abriciae, a 

Scholar of Regias, complain, That 7%: 40 
his Philoſophy made men ſlaves Medicine. 
to anothers luſt, and that his fol- 

lowers accounted him an infallible Maſter, 


and perpetual Dtator. Bur why do 1 ſpeak | 


of theſe * Biſhop 14ſher would complain, that | 


©. 


_ — 


he could riſe ſooner on the Monday, — | 
e 


: 
. 


*+ 


Sy ET aero ve 


CS=k — 


| 


ANA 
- s , 
® 


ic not evident, that d 
h —_—_— | 


Salvation * (or. js, 70 wid | 
now. like) the white of an” . age! 
e.which chere is no {ayour Dil Lorry. | 
;checared nor if his. own. books” were 
_—_ .leſt chey. o__ hinder _ from! 
Scriptures Can we in our 
hearts to let che Bible lie by -us- unread, 
unſtudied * Sure ic muſt needs grieve the 
Spirit, co (ec. che minifration of "the ſpirit 
thus undervalued; che dorine according to 
godlineſs, which is proficable for all chings, 
as muc\ diſregarded as if it were profitable 
for nothing, Hierome tells us, how an An- 
gel came an4 cuffe{ him, fo as he felerhe! 
blows ſome tim? ater, becauſe he did ſo much | 
dote on Tully, an! that he was told, Aron '& 


Chriſtians | 


— 
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Chriſtian pet Grweniengy 2 may not weallo 

fear not an Angel, yet our own 

conſciences ſhould ſmite us with a Non. eſti 

Cinifian ſed Cartefkaniz and let us_ not 

ink that cheſe laſhes . will be avoided, 

zh wedo ſtudy Scriptures, it we ſtudy 

y 1n ſublervience to aur | 

ies: , To read the Scriptures, 'onely to 

Criticiſmes'in ic, or to 

es that make. for or againſt the 

motion of Sun or Euth, is 

y with the two-edged {word ot 

iric', and (ure ic is not good jeſting 
ls, 


robbing the Spiric of his glory, 
unto our ſelves the praiſe 0 


I 


wo 


Hi: 
T6 


bz 


+5 
4 


what | 
we are, have, or do, When Yirgil had made 
excellent Copy of verſes, and a paltry 
fellow had given out himſelf ro be Au- 
thor of them, grief and indignation made 
him thus to verfifie, 


Hos ego verſiculos fect tulit alter honores 
Sit vos non vobis, 
Sie vos non vobis, oc. 


Why, whether they be gifts, or admini- 
ſtrarions, or operations they are all wrought | 
inus by the Spirit : it we inſtead of acknow- 
| C tedg | 


; 
Z 


all. 


ho —_— 
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theſe the good duries that we have done ? 
we *commur ſuch a piece of Robbery, 33 


bor. will moſt ot coral poi, either by 
ent 


or by permitting 
joy to * to fall For ſome Now! fin ; Am nmr 


for which we are humble, do not do us fo 
much miſchief, as dv oar ood works of which 
we boaſt, and if God ro to) he will ra» 
ther let us fall into ſome foul enormiry;rthen 
avt cure us of the fin of pride, then which 
there's not a fin in his eyes more loathſome, 
Leſt any ſhould be offended ar ſach language, 
I jadg here G—— ro fortifie my = 
der againſt prejudice, by quoting Mr, Hooker, 
andin him Se, dueufin, Ng the ſame 
parpoſe: © Whatis Virtue but a 
[Mr -Hookerver. © medicine © and Vice, bur a 
ee of Pride, © Wound? yet have we ſs often 
< deeply wounded our ſelves wich 
© me: icine, that God hath been fain to make 
© wounds medicinable, to cure by vice, where 
© VETRuE hath ſtricken; to ſuffer the juſt man 
*ro fall, that being aiſed, he may be tanghe 
4 har power it was that "upheld him ſtand- 
ins, I am not ataidro affirme ir oil 


| 

| 
ledging this, be fo a5 ro ſay, Are]: 
Epic nokenoman cc | 
the gracesthat wehave wrought i | 


_—_ — O_o - ——— 


* 3 - 4 


© Believers duty rewards the Spine, . vg 
< with $t, 4nguſtine; thar then paſſer 


paffed wp throngh 
< 2 rnd rm own ſanQtity and 
- ; recave'a benefit ar the' Hinds of 
by God, aid are affited' with his grace , then 
« with his grace they are not affifted ; bot 
< perthitted, 26d ther grievouſly, t6 tranſgreſs, 
* whertby #3 they wereid over grear Wkifly 
<* of themſelves ſupplanted , ſo the Uiflike 
* of 'thar which did ſupplant them, may e- 
* (4blich- thettt afretwards the furer, Aske 
| chi very foul of Perer; and ir (hall gndonbe- 
* Sly make you it felf this anſwer; My 
* exper  proteſtations made in the glory of 
* my Ghoſtly ſtrength, 1 aft! aſhamed of , 
« but thoſe chryſtal tears wherewich my fin 
* 4nd weikneſs was bewailed, have procured 
<« my endleſs joy; my ſtrengch hath been my 
* rare, and my fall my ſtay, - Perer ſhall ra- 
ther be permitted, ro deny his Maſter ; then 
to refit 16d high an opinion of grace recei; 
ved; Dereſtabilis oft tordis humani Fa grows tal 
facit homo quod Deus in hominibut dana, | 
ſed illa dereftabilior qua 'fibi tribuit homo quod) 
Deus dint hortimbus. Tanto enim deterioris [u- | 

4 terthir ew, quanto in melionibns dons 
|etHifit Yrerdtns, Deteſtable is that pride, 


makes a man do that which-Cod con-| 
&mims in Yran; but more dereſtable is that,} 


C $2 which} 


Fg 


[zo Believers duty-towards the Spirit. 
which' cauſerh man to attribute chat to himſelf 
which 7 of ae hrs A me galey 
of ſo much the worſeptide, by how the 
gifts are better for which he is unthankfull/ 
Surely God will deal with theſe men- as did 
our King with him who ventured hard to ferch 
up the-crown that was fallen into the waters, 
and when he had To done, pur it on' his own 
head, he had a talent for his pains, bur loſt 
his life for ſetting it upon any head bur his 
Soveraignes : ſo they ſhall have honour for 


2 
= 
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MA. 
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him 'the- glory of all cheir zeal, 
ſore ,, - as you would not grieve, 
when - you ſee a yay tab 
me ts differ , or lay as 
Bradford was wont to ſay, God be 
to me a miſerable finner. VWhen you 
our 


a+ 
it: 


1 


received, and muſt not boaſt as it I had nor 
receive, bur aſcribe all ro him who worketh in 
me both to will and do of his own good pleaſure, 


— — — 


of one denying the Diviaicy of our Saviour , 
lay, Norcould I have ſaid that Jeſus is the 
Lord, ' but by the Spirit of God, 1f_ either 
men .or devil ſuggeſt that thou haſt done]. 
well, ſay , It was not I, but the grace of 
God in me's I have nothing but what I have 


c, Father- 


Believers Duty towards the Spirit 21 
5. Fathering on him the ugly and monſtrous 
. | brats of the ſpirit which a. rarer 
dren of diſobedi How much was the mo- 
ther in Solomons time grieved when her living 
child was taken away, and a dead-one laid in 
roem of it? - More muſt the Spirit be grieved, 
when Humility , CI ton. tO 
higher natural iflue, are caken away xz 
and infiead of theſe, diſobedience and rebellion 
laid at his door, To do wickedly, and to ſay that 
wedo it by the impulſe of the Spirit, is tomake 
| God ſuch a one as our ſelves; and what a pro- 
yocation thatis, you may learn from Pſal, 50, 
21, Theſe things haſt chou done, and I kept 
filence, thou heeſt I was altogecher ſuch 
a one as thy ſelf, I will reprove thee, and 
ſet thy fins'in order before thee, Nor ſhall 
they betrer, who do not father their im- 
ieries on the immediate impulſes of the Spirit, 
- yet onthe Word revealed by the Spirit. For 
canſacauſe, tft cauſa cauſati ; whatever is found 
in Scripture, is conceived of the Holy Ghoſt : it 
we do wreſt and corture Scripture to ſalve our 
Phenomens , we do thereby injure, and lie 
age the Holy Ghoſt, This is the honour of 
hriſtian Religion, that ic can wound all other 
religions with their owa weapons and principles, 
They robic of this honor, who go about to fight 
Gi againſt | 


— 


| — 


rexrs of Scripture to-authorize ſuch actions as are). 
Aly deitruftive of Chriſtianity, No fin 
hainous as theirs who- pretend to finhe by au- 
thority from God. 
6, The afcribing that to the devit and his in- 
ſtruments,which,is the work: of the Spirit, This 
is nor onely to grieve him , bur to blaſ- 


3. bucthe P 

of Devils, which was done by the finger of God e 
Every work of the Spirit: hath not © clear an 
impreſſion of che Spinron it, as had the miracles 
"| of Chriſt, and thereforeto miſ-callthem.renders | 
not ones. caſe ſo ate-as was the Phariſees ; 
Bat yet ture, after hath by che converſion 
of ſo many, diſcovered himfelt robe in the mi- 
| niſters of the Goſpel, —_— to fay 
that they were all literal, » amtichriſti 

* which was the language of the lace times, was 
a blatphemy of 2 very high nacure, and 1 have 
obſerved, that fuch men moſtly have waxed 
worle and worſe, deceiving and being deceived : 
nor can. 7 conceive much hopes of their 
tance, whodo {o tar wiong the Spirit, as to al- 
.cnbe all his works of convition and contrition, | | 
tothe predominance of the melancholy humor, 


OF 
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| Believers duty towards the Spirit. 23 
or to cracked brainz and all the fervent impor- 
canate rs of Gods evan fup 

* | cants,toſaucine(s, ſuch ſpeeches do greatly di 
cot heunpardonable {19 againſt che Holy Ghoſt, 


Socinian,the perſonality of the _ 
* I ſay, the 7#s 
daiging Socini- 
ans, Hrcauſethys 
porep to bavt 
en the opinion 
of thr Jews,that 
the Holy Ghoſt 
was noting by! 
the ke or 
energy of Got; 
and therefore 
LaRamiius , 


be grieved , we can 
Divine-perſon ould have 


that done againſt him, which would 
grieve him, - were he capable of 
_ is-not inexplicable : bur 
a quality, a power, or an 0- 
peration, -ſhould be grieved is un- 
conceivable. ſubJautialitys? 
the Spirit, u 

ſaid by Hierome to ſymbolize with Jews, Epiſt.qg. Tet he 2 
ent Doftors of the Jews achnowledged and belicued the Sor ts br 
an ternal perſon of the Divine eſſence, and worthy to be cal- 


led Jehov th, as they who want atber boobs may ſee proved by 
Julius Conradus Onth ; lib. r. Gul.Razia, cap. 4. 


2, Hence may beinferred, the love and ten- 
der care the Spirit hath tor us, and of us, Had 
he nor graciouſly condeſcended to take on him 
the offices of Advocate, Interceſſor, Comtorter, 
he would not have fo far concerned himſelt in 


ali- | 
poſe 


who denied the | - 


% 


our miſcarriages , as to be grieved for, or by 
chew, G4. . "ml 


- 
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24 Believers duty towards the Spirit, 
them who take up their 


| {ure in unrighrteouſneſſe, 2 Theſ.2, 12, 


. 
— 


PO) EIIIE———ER—— 


3, It we are not to grieve the Spirit, then ſure 
weare not to blaſpheme or offer defpight unto 


igheſt degree wilſull, | 

4, This will alſo inform os, what to think of 
in fin, which 

rieves the Holy Spirit of Godz we may think, 
Wn ochis chey never were partes of che 
Holy Ghoſt, or ifever partakers, that now he 
hach quite forfaken chem,and an evil Spirit from 
the Lord hath feiſed on them, If Chriſt ar 
his ſecond comi pare all other fin- 
nes, yet els he will dawn all thoſe 
that believed not the truth, bac had plea- 


But the main I intend to dwell-on, is the 
counſell of the Text z propounded indeed 
negatively, buc yet muſt be ſuppoſed to in- 
clude in it many affirmative duties, in- 
deed all by which that good Spirit can be 
leaſed delighted, I will firſt propound 
Grace motives to perlwade men to abſtain trom 
all fins by-which che Spiric is grievedz they ſhall 
be drawn from che perſon and office of him 
whom” they grieve, from their own eſtate 
who do grieve him, from the ſad and wotull 
effects ot greiving him, 


Con- | 


—— 


him; which cannot be done, but by finnes of the | * 
wy, and moſt helliſh malignity, and in che 


— 


= 
man 
' cauſe of the Angels, x Cor. 11, 10, left the] 
| contrary i ſhould offend thoſe pure 
| Spirits, Nay, were He bur a Saint compaſled 
| with fleſh and blood, we muſt not, no not-by 
| the uſe of a lawful ching, grieve bim, unleſs we 
| will walk uncharitably, Rewv. 14. 15, which 
would be to break the bond of pertetion, But 
he is greater then any holy man or Angel, even 
an uncreated divine perſon. Iknow this is de- 
nyed by Socinians, nor do I fully to re- 
 fute their blaſphemy z onely I ſhall take notice 
of one Scripture, becauſe it not onely proves 
the Delty of the Holy Ghoft, bur alſo ſhewerh 
the exceeding finfulneſs of doing any thing a- 
gainſt _—— he ny po Fi 
5. 3»4. W Sathan filled t Wend. p. 248. 
heart to lie to the Holy Ghoſt ? thou Gs 
haſt not lied to men, but to God, declaraxt. pris- 
There are here three aſſertions : 1, nn FRO 
Ananias lied to the Holy Ghoſt, gpiriewi 
ſans, intel- 
ligerrt precati meynitudin'm ; quod Deo effet mentitus fquy- 
dem Sp.S, oft deur {aides wnoutd & mrivuear: t4- 
dem ſenſy diciter, Synonymun in codem loco oft *ewnyggo au Th 
| T1 ua. 


: 


2, That| 


a6 Believers duty towards the Spirit. 
2, Thar in ſo lying he did not lye unto man, 
3. That helyed unto God, Our argument lies 
CIS no fair account can be 
given, it the Deity of che Holy Ghoſt be nd ſup- 
_ for if ſo be wah = had been an EC. 
diſtin from God, the Apoltle, after he 

had faid, Thou haſt hed to the HolyGhoſt,would 
not have ſaid, Thou haft lied not co men, but 
to God 4, but thus, Thou haſt lied, neither to 
men, - nor to the Spirit, but to God, Nor will 
this be evaded by ſaying, 44ra3; in 
the third verſe is joyned withan Accuſnive caſe, 
and ſhould be tranſlated, to counterfeit the Holy 
Ghoſt ; for befides that in fome Copies,/tis not 
To wu, bur &% 7 nriua, and the prepofiti- 
ons &, or 7, after 44#oua, make it all one as 
if a Dative did tollow z beſides this, *tis moſt 
certain, chat ſometimes with an Accuſative it 
ſignificth to deceive or cheat z and it muſt here 
ſo Ggnific, becauſe this fin is called a tempting 
- | the Spirit of the: Lord : How violent would ir 
be to expound that phraſe by counterfeiting of 
the Spirit of the Lord £ every time we grieve 
the Spirit of God, we grieve God : And 1s that 
2 (mall matter in our eyes * Can there be a 
aggravation of Gas If one man ſin «: 

gainſt another, the jude ſball jode him : but if a 
man ſin againſt the Lord, who ſhall __ 
= 


0 rr II 
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Believers duty towards the Spirit. x7 
him, 1 Saw,2.25, but this would alſo further be 
conſidered by us, that though there be no dif- 
ſerence as to the Eſſence of the - Perſons, 
there A in the R—_ z het 
nd abcecdens uch a fin can be committed 
as is : Whoſeever ſpeaketh a word 
rorgafr Son m_ _ , - him , 

ever peaket 4 anne ihe 
Gbaſt , is nat be F mercy was hor 
this life, mor in that which us to come, Mat,12.32, | 
To fin againſt Father or Son, is not ſo. daw- 
gerous, as to fin againſt the Spirit ; becauſe he 
aQing not in his own nawe, bur in thename of 
| Facherxand Son, from both of whom he is ſene ; | 
to fin againſt ham, 15 roſfinagainſ all the autho- 
rity of God, all the love of the Frinity, the 
loweſt condeſcention that divine gocdnels ever 
cid, or can , 

1, Confider we how little the Spirit hath 
deſerved to be thus grieved by ns, Many good 
works (ſaith Chriſt, Fohn 10,32.) have 1 ſhew- 
ed you from my Father, for which of them do ye 
flone me? Many good works hath the Spirit 
from the Father and the Son done you, O Chri- 
ftians, for which of them do ye grieve him? 
Did I ſay many £ I might haveſaid, all: there is 
no-gcod gift that is either wroughe in you, <4 
for 


28 Believers duty towards the Spirit. 
for you, or by you, bur ir is co be aſcribedto 
this Spirit, Is Chriſt precious ro you? he was 
concaved by -the Holy Ghoſt in the womb of 
the Virgin Mary ; he deſcenled upon him in 
his Bapuſm, and anointed him to all his offi - 
ces, raiſed him from the dead, bears witneſs of 
him, and pleads his cauſe agzinſt che unbelieving 
fiatal world, —a——_ 5 Scrip- 
cures? why theſe are all from this Spirit: ?ro- 
came not in old time by the will of man, but 
ly men of God ſpake as they were moved by the 
wacky, 2 Pet,1,21, Are you taken with 
e admirable gifts chat you ſee in your Mini- 
-[ſters* Al that diverſity of gifts is from the ſame 
Spirit, 2 Cor. 12, 4+ called all therefore the ma- 
nifeſtation = Spirit, verſ, 7, Or are you more 
affeted wich the works of God ia you? they are 
all che fruics and efteRs of che Spirit, whether 
conviction , or _—_ = — ion , 
eration,or conſolation, they are all wrought 
gr Spirit s this is pee _— 
ule of inthe Text, Grieve not the holy Spirit of 
God, by which ye are ſealed to the day of redemp- 
tion, In calling him che holy Spirit of God, 
he meaneth not onely tha he is of effencial,origi- 
nal,indefeRible ſanity; bur alſo he wor- 
keth all the holineſs that is in any of Gods (er- 
vants, And when we are ſaid to be by him ſcaed 


up 


| Believers duty towars the Spirit. . 29/ 
up unto the day of ion, by that 
ng © fed bed ory 
ogy arcs 5 pos 
wit am 
ac Bf 1. meme atidls 
works, but pitch on that of comforting, and 


| Fa nt 
Fe Song s the Cunfare, fone from the Fa- 


abſence of his corporeal preſence, ro open thoſe 
wells of Salvation, that were hid, and did lie 
under ground , in the days that the CHeſciah 
did dwell among men, In ſome Churches they 
have an officer who is called Conſolator Agro- 
ram, whoſe work is to put the breſts of 
conſolation into the mouths of thoſe who have 
received within themſelves the ſentence of 
death” ſhould"any, whilſt chis Officer is at his 
bed-fide labouring to take our 'the ſting of 
death, vex him with untoward language, and 
not to give over till he had forced him to-de- 
part his rooms would not- all fay that this 
man-were cicher in a phrenſie,, or de in the 
very gall and _— of ſpiritual dearth, The 
wickedneſs of thoſe who do grieve the Spirit 
of God is far greater. For 

1. This ſick Comforter cannot alway be with 


ther upon the prayer of his Son, to ſupply the |. 


thoſe whom he viſits, but is now diſcourfin 
| Wit 


m_— 


. 


$© Believers duty towards-the Spirit. 
with chem, and anon. gon» eicher to ſome 64 
cher languithiag perſon, or co. his own relations. 
Bur- che Spirits a Comforter alway abiding 
with you, Fob 14, 16, Not char he actually 
comforts at all times, but thac he always pre- 
ſerves che rootof comfort, alway centers com- 

were not; Chriſtians either ( ſallen, vr 
ſo ſtupid as not to receive ir, 

"4." The Comforter of the fick may endea- 
vour to comfort, and not be able to comforts 
Men may not be ſo wiſe as" to open to him 
the root of their fears, or if they. do, he may 
nor be able toreach them, or it to reach them, 
not 'ro pull chem our, There ate perplexities 
of conſcience which will pozzle and non-ptus | 
chemoſt experienced Chriſtian or Teacher : But 
{ ſtrong are the Conſolations of the Spirit, | 
7 open or oppoſition of conrra- 
op yrief and -rronble, whertir -arifiog; from 
aMiQions, or guile of fin. 

. The ſick Comforter may apply comfort 
lonably, and nothing is more uſaal chen 
to16ſe clave errante, to (peak peace where 
God ſpeaks no peace : but the gonfolations of 
the Spirit , are never miſplaced or miſtimeds 
he pours not the oil of gladneſs bar into 
broken hearts, he puts not the garments of 
praiſe upon any , but choſe in whom hath been 
the 


= — 


| Belnvers duty towards the Spiric. Jr | 
ſtrong conſolarions ro afy ,- bur- the heirs of 
the —_ , 7 mph = 0s an 
when t or t 
—_— et fs” adeck Ht, 6, Mo 

hen they flie, as men purſued by the Reven- 
ger of blood did. ro the Cities of refuge, orto 
che horns of the Altar. wa | 

4. Inthe abfence of the fick Comforter, ano- 
ther may do the work as well perhaps as he: 
but the Spirit is ſo » Comforter, as none can 
comfort without him; all conſolation therefore 
is called the conſolation of the' holy GhoRt, 
As 9.71. Whileft the Spiric of the Lord 
EIS! bor ho withs 

cords x the Spirit bang Samp:+ 
ſon may go out and ke ON and hok 
to do as at orher times, bur he ſhall ſoon find 
4 difference; the Philiſtines ſhll prevail, lead 
him away captive, and put- 6ut- His eyes, So 
choſe who by the help of the” Spirit have' in 
former tribulations been made to rejoice and 
Forie, may think when aſſawleed afreſh ro fhew | * 
tke chearfulneſs, but if by any fin they ve 
made the Spirit deparr , they ſhall find a lietle 
rag 60 heavy to bear, the loſs of a child , 
which is but a common temptation ſhall make 
them cry, and take on, more like men then 
like | 


ecu 


like Chriſtiansz yea, more like children then 


men, —_— e 
gether, and corruption -next ſtirs, (ay, 
Whac | ſhall [ grieve my Comforter, my abiding, 
ſtrong, my wiſe, my onely Comforter ? 
is queſtion will it inthe womb, 
if any ingenuity. be left in. che ſoul: if ic be 
tuner ng doo nn 
nothing but | awn 
a a pls gel it, 
TIL Letic be pondred ,. who they be that thus 
grieve the Spirits all men are not in a capa- 
aty {© to dog 'they chat are, have. of all men 
leaſt: reaſon ro do it, Amyraldsr in his Theſes 
abour che fin againſt the: Holy Spirit, hach 
well obſerved, 2 man may be conhdered 
under a "ag or relation; one money 
natural or having knowledg of daty , 
bauc-no revelation of any mersy or pardon in caſe 
he fins he that-in. chis caſe fins, fianeth rather 
inſt che Father, then againſt Son, or Holy 
Ghoſt, or elſe, he may be conſidered as under an 
evangelical diſpenſation ; and that again two 
ways, either (o as onely to. have heard of 
remithon of fins, buc not at all co believe ir, 
or beaffected with itz he that fins in this ſtate, 
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all cheſe. conſiderations ro--| 


fins rather agaiaſt the Son, chen againſt che 


Holy | 


L ,” 

- 
i th. Ah. | 
— 


4 * Believers duty towards the Spirit 33; 
Holy Ghoſt, or ſo as not onely to have ſeen 


the marvellous light of the Goſpel, bur alſo 
feed wich its beams, afid/| 


b 

to come; and of the heavenly gift, che Spiric | 
—_— Whart "could 1 have done more to 
religion, and inodiate fin, that I have 

not done © To grieve theSpirit after all chis 
by returning to tolly and vanity, is anaffrone | 
and di ity not to be ſuffered; and which 
ſhall be moſt ly pnnifhed, either in'this: 
world , or in the other, or in both} This. 
leads to the Fourth Monve drawn, from © the 
ſad effets and conſequents of grieving the} 
Spirit. I willnor ſay with Zether, char it may 
make God ro Qury it towards men, tanqguan 
ſs non eſſet Deas ipſorum, ſed Diabolus 5 not 
dare I ſo muchas advenrure to Enghh fo harſh} 
an exprefſion- bar I ſhall dire& co oneplace of} 
Scripture, in which enough is ſaid to terrific us 
from gricving the Spirits They rebelled an 
wexed his boly Spirit, therefore he was turned; 
to be their entmy, and he: fought againſt them, 
ho far was he from aſſiſting them wo 
D their 


ns _— 1 he hs. —_ th 


- | fo forſgke him, asrhor the png 


| 


mea man that grieves theSpirir, he ſhall in a 
For prachifes : and whenwe co confider how ugly 


\ Hlightned, and made the higbeft profeſſion of 


144 Believers duty towards the Spirit. | 
[char cms) and he rubdap enemnes again 


them; and cauſed Rebels'ro fall before ct 


unclear Spirit 
ſpirits worſe hace 


return with ſeven 
which was caſt out z he tnay befuffred o to fall, 
4s that-it- (ball be” i w renew him by 


| as by the inhabitation 


of the doadtrine of I] do not 


think they ever again become ofthe Synagogue | 


of Sachan, bat cheir grieving ol the Spirit 
hu pected; nf mater 


with che monoas of the Spirit, is changed into, 
theunage of God from glory to » he re- 
news his ſtrength as doth the z bur give 
| hore time fall inco abominable cicher opinions 


have been the carriages, and how ſcandaloas 
the Apaſteſies of ſome that doubtleſs were en- 


Religion, we cannot reſt in any other cauſe'of 


| 


2re mare 
temporary] 


As for 
aa they Grd nts ce 
g es | 
perſeverance, tha! 


1, They may be permitted 16 fall int 
foxl and diſbomexrable laſts, He chat comple | 


| 


| 


— 


PR—_—Y 


chem, 


excel, they 


F 


che $ 
Ce ration and powet 5 the Spirit grieved, 
the moſt »— ra are no more regarded 
het {@ maHly idle dreams, at leaſt no moterhen 
68 The entitinig words of mans wiſdom & amto 
which the demonſtration of the Spirit/1s oppo- | 
ſed, 1 Coy. 2. 4.) the probable diſconrſesof Ora- 
rors, ahd La at tp en- 
ender but opinion, aps it is"ſo,, perhaps 
x9 Htherwile, Beit fo, that the wird be 


is quitk and port rful, and ſharper thin any tw} © © 


edged [word , piercing even'to the druiding x ſun 
| -D 2 der | 


- 


Tora 


| 


operative 
| onely as it is the Sword of the Spirit, Bp. 6. 


Cie Pen-men of che new Teſtament have uſed| 
ereat, pla.nneſs of ſpeech , . but there is till a 


Heb, 4, 13. ye is it thus vical and 


our of. his hand-it, will pierce no' deeper 


youth, Be it {o that che miniſtrarion of the 
Goſpel is more, chen that of the Law, yet it's 
greater 
ftration of the Spirit, 2 Cor, 3.8, The Spirit 
Pajama: himſelf,as ic may well be thought 
he will co it gricved, eyenthe quickneth 
kill did, - Moſes pw 

Iſrael 


no more then the Letter 
avail over his face, that the children 

could not ftedfaſft ly look to theend of that which 1s 
 «boliſhid : But their munds were blinded, for untill 
this day remaineth the [ame wail wntaken away in 
the reading of the Old Teftament, 2. Cor, 3 1 
i4. We think this vail is taken away in the 
G. (pel, andinCeed it cannot be denied but thas 


vail on. the kea:ts of men, and i the Spirit of 
che Lord do not take away that vail, ( as if be 
be diſpleaſed, uſually he doth not } even the 
Goſpel may be hid as much as ever the Law 
OI rene rombes, te Spice ally 
. Upon t t ty 
uo ſad heart-Ciſtrefſing rare teaisi0 


re- 


der of Seal and Spirit, of the joints and marrow,|. 


would the ſword of Gideon in the hand of an | 


lies onely inthis, chat it is che mins- | * 


— ih ——  —_— "7 


— 
On ne 


| © Believers Duty eowardethe Spivie 37, 
reference to our preſent and eternal condition, 


that are f ven #3 of God, 1 Cor. 2,12, to 
witneſs fed Spirit 1 we are the Children 
of God, Rom. 8, 15, 16, to ſhed abroad the 
{ love of God in ow hearts, Rom, 5,5, he is the 
_—_ of our inheritance untill ey peers 
purchaſed poſſeſſion, Eph. 1.14. 1t we grieve 
Aon we' are dn che fk and leeno light, 
j and know not whether wego. And how (ad 
{is this, to be ar ſuch a loſs as to ſay, It may 
| be 1 ſhall fit down with Abraham, 1/ace, Facob, 
bur ic. may- alſo be, that 1 ſhall make my. bed 
in Hell wich che Devil and his Angels where 
there is weeping, wailing, gnaſhing of reeth ? 
bur upon our grieving of Spirit we ars, 
not onely” left under doubts, bur alſo under 
 poficive apprehenſions, that the wrath ro come 
{ball be our portion, How many have been heard 
mnt » Low yn ow ar Mares 
crys,though they maybe acknowledg times 
to proceed from Melancholy, or other boZily 
diſtemper, yet do they more __— pro- 
ceed the grieved Spirit's withdrawing of 
himſelf : 

You ſee, whether you are ated fromingenui- 
ty, or from fear, there's great reaſon you ſhould 
m_ from grieving the Fpirit and no _—_ 

3 07 


—_— —— 


— 


'Tis the Spirits officero wake us know the things | 


| 


OI 


all the 
Teddy 4 anos” of bones, a 


— kindneſs , and friendlineſs, or 2 readi- 


fans thas, wh you hid ox 


72: 


US, a tum 
wo are all baptiſed iwoene body," 1 
| IL If you bring: forth 


A ST 
I 


2990] 
OS, 
FS 


Z 


php ery mma 
in, 5 feng. [of eving | genleef 
ans, weps , herwperance, 
bring: forth chele , "we got one! 
the Spirig, but walk in the Spirits hich 


| ever do,, fulfill not the buſts the fiſh 
5. 26, are not d&firoms of vain glory, 
ng one another, EnV)INg One another. 
it be obſerved, that the Apoſile wy 
the __ the 5p, coth not 
er5-and ſ{upphcations, t when 

| Ee wich faith and a, ou they, wh 
evicences of the Spirits dwelling m: us; but in 
eckneſs, gentleneſs, love , and ſuch other 
fi as are oppalue-to Gini} paſſions ; for 
y - £0odneſs '\we are 2 underfjand © in” this 


m 
te 
$ 


bi 


8 
g'E 


gi 


\ifrp 


| 


neſs| 


—_— OO ———_— g_ 
«I 


— 


— 


in performing our 


in us 


then are 
Racure, by 


prayers, of any 


T 


chem, and chey ate faid ro be in the 
Rows. $, 9, As he that is born of che ff 


tit; and therefore, as 
do in nothing 
places mind t 
chat are in- the Spiri, chey ſhould do aft 


it were be adopred into grace, and every 
mear become an holy and acceprable 
fice, 


D 4 


| Chriſt, but fidelity or faith- 
fulneſs rowar ds men, oppoſed ro treachery agd 
inconftancy, Believe ir, ro take 2! opportunities 
of doing our” brethren. good , ro be punftual 
iſes, patiently to bear 
all che injaries' and provocations char are of- 
fred us by ethers, and fladying as mach as] - 
to preſerve peace with all men 
are grearer evidences that a man is ſpiritual} 
thing of char 
ich ſome of Rte have” heen' 6 
putſed up; Believers have the Spiric iu 


S irle, 
15 
flefry fo he chat is born of che Spirit, ch, 
they who are in the fl: 
e God, do in all times 
things of the fizſh; fo they 


things 


to pleaſe the Farther, ehey (hould fpir cualize 
their very narural and civil ations, doing chem 
unto the glory of God, So fhall nature as! 


meals 
ſacri- 


IL, weprayto him,and for him,and —_— | 


_—— — 


—_ a fs. har : ; a - 
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{offered to tais divine perſon! T __ may | - 


=, [men co the office of the Miniſtry , when 


chings wrought in us = ' 
de goohngm how do- ——_ | 


e ſhould pray forHim, 
En bog js Go fo | 
ovenant?We ; God Ha, or | 
ale how do we prize the beneh | 
on us, and wrought in us by bn? Shall we | 
bleſſe God for ſome (i ingle good 

not for the Spiric, hy is every hay 

(as appears by comparing M4, 7 eats | 
Loke, 11, I3,) that were an 


do all theſe the more enlargedly , it were 
good often to meditate how great a condeſcen- 
non it is inthe Spirit, to dwell where he hath che 
Fleſh alway laſting him tohelpus in all 
our infirmitiesz co make interceſſion for us with 
groans that cannot be expreſſed , to ply 


unto us the redemption purchaſed, and 
us meet for the inheritance of Saints in 


IV. If we honour his gifts in others, eſpeci 
thoſe which are beſtowed forthe work © theMi- | 
niſtry. Tis the Holy Ghoſt which ſeparates 


men are put into that Office, they do receive 
the Holy Ghoſt, therefore they ought to be 


L-.- honoured | 
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honoured and had in eſteem , for their office 

j, not the anointing teach: us all | 
things , and ſo reach us as that we need nor that 
man ſbould teach us at all? 

Anſw, So indeed it is ſaid, andthat by ſome 
pretending ſo mach to the Spirit, as that their 
uſual compellation to others is Fleſh; but we 
are notro believe ay bur ro ery the 
ſpirics whether they be of God: andI heartily 
wiſh the ſpirit from whence this ObjeQion: a- 
riſeth , did not too maniteſtly diſcover it ſelf 
not to'be of God, 

The Spirit that Chriſt iſed, was to be 
ſeng, from che Father in name of Chit, 
and was not to ſpeak of himſelf, bud whatſoever 
he had heard , he was to receiveof Chriſt, and 
glorifie Chriſt, Fohy 16, 13, 14, Bur the men 
who make this objeRtion do diſhonour and 
decrey Chriſt, ſetting up Chriſt within them 
in oppoſition to him that ſuffered at Feruſa- 
lem : the Spirit inſpired Prophets , Apo. 
ſtles, Evangeliſts, ro deliver down unto us a 
rule of faith and life, but theſe men do vilifie 
this written word, and miniſtration of the Spi- 
it, and call on their proſelyres to follow tha |. 
light within them, and make that ſufficiene 
for ſalvation. For my part I amo far from de- 
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by the Miniſters of the Goſpel , "ris the 
that maketh them overſeers of the flock, 
As, 20,28, As for that place, r Fob» 2.29. 
© carieth it's anſwer in its own bowels, Tex 
ſhall ner nerd that any one teach you, but as the | 
ſame anvimting teackerh you, (5.e,) nor other 
things, nor in anocher way then the {2me anoin- 
ting teachech you'; but do any miniſters pre- 


# 


trequencly urged againſt miniſterial 
ing Foreverlet usabhor thoſe who cry 
upthe Spirit, ſo as to juſtle our that forme of 
found words which hath been delivered unto us 


b. by menguided by the Spirit z Beſure you quench 
BA 


| The Spirits Office towards Believers, gy, 
wt: the Spiris, bur; have a care you: 
, ler 00 man put- Y 


them aſnader,” , 
j * yo SO 
_ eq PR i; 
: = 
of 


: 


Bapciſng - but 
becauſe in the Greek y3s nor hue, and we 


ment, as mbſt Inrerprecers' do, ' and as 
led io do by that twin-place, Chap, r 12, 
[wherethe Holy Spiric ot promiſe is ſaid ro be, 
the earneſt of our inheritance until the redemption 
of the purchaſed poſſeſsion : The price of a Belie- 
vers Rederyprion is already paid, and accepted 
oa, and they are redeemed fat their vain 
100 ; bur their day of redemption can- 
| noe be ſaid to be fully come, till this 
ble have put on incorryption, at leaſt, not till rhis 
life be ended, for till then 
r, Their Redemption from the power and 
dominion of fin hath notics full effet - even a 
Pax, as long as heisin the body, hath occaſion 


ro 


OR 


ſhall by this day anderſtand the day'of Jadge|. 
Th. 


a 


44 Tic na PIER 


ro that he is (old under fin, and chat. 
- rs > we Tourer warreth againſt 
nmr; ——__—_ com- 
niſiono Sd omlion | 
1t our Redemption, che p 
+ of in, Epheſ. 1 I, 7. oe ere, 
er our firſt cloling with Chriſt, ' our 
ſrions are blotted out as a miſt, and 4s 4 
cloud, and dur iniquitics thrown into the bot- 
[romeo the Sea, there is ns condemnation 19 us, 
obligation to Ecernal wrath, bur yet I am 
- 200. entagbnc 1 prunage her abr 
Hletted out when the daies of refreſhing ſhall come 
the Lord, Atts. 3. 19, Whence it may be 
nes Pan tcs ee indeotnp- 
chen chey otredoar s i 
on the firſt converſion,a man s putinto 3 treof 
juſtibcationwhich is inconſiſtent with obligation 
to/Erernal death, yer is he not freed from all 
rt, nor trom all obligation to 
ment, for where there is no obligation to puniſh- 
mene there is ao juſtice in puniſhing. The wane 
{of the Spirit is one of the puniſhments we have 
| on our ſelves by {in : this puniſhment] Þ? 
not taken away, bur by reſtoring of che Spiric 
though che Spiric be (0 reſtored, as to: pre 
the dominion of S;n, and damnation for the 
to-come, yer is not given a 
ure 


VE” 


Mh— 
b— 


ſure as to prevent all ſin, nor the concraQting of 
new —— ——— 
Astothe I of the Bedy, thar 


thar till then ir ſeem not to begin: 
While ic is joyned to wh ſoul 'is vile! 
and mortal; when ſeparated it, thenirt be- 
| comes yet viler, is thrown into a grave, and 
preyed upon by worms and maggots: attheRe- 
ſurreRtion it begins to be ſpiricual, incorruptible, 
powerfull , like to the: glorious body of 
Chriſt Jeſus, The Adoption, the Redemption 
of the Body,we do not now enjoy, bur by Faich 
and Hope we do wait for it, Roms, 8, 23,  Onall 
theſe accounts, there is reaſon why that 

ſhould be called, as it is, The manifeſtation of 
the ſons of God, Rom. $, 19, For t we be 
now the ſons of God, it appears net what we ſhall 
be, 1 Joh, 3,1, The beſt uſe that can be 
made of this Appellation, is that which is 
made of it by. the whole Creation , The ear- 
weſt expettation of the creature waiteth for this 
manifeſtation , that it may be delivered from 
that bondage and vanity unto which it is ſub- 
jef#, and under which it groaneth 5, much more 


ris, groan within your ſelves, waiting for the 


The Spirits Office towards Believers. is 


i lor from being compleee before cha Grams) 


ſhould you, who have the firſt-fruits of the Spi-| . 


2:98 'Tis utterly a fault among Chriſti 
| ans, 


— 


[& - TCD again. 


ans; thar they groan ſo auch under the burdew | 
SEIIEESR 
i» deciles and of Sins which 'they | 
them, They ſhould muci/and | 

y bleſs God for ſn | 
rank rm aporm pr 


wer ryan =» rn, as| 
ceetadefice it may be difſived and (orhey'put| 
arſine ok oder 
We the are inthis tabtynactt | 
v6 rae) We lege far that we would 
+ | gr acl 2Cot.'5. #'|/ 
Routes, :in this 1 look oa St, Paw 25 our Pats 
3 then as our Standard: I dare not 
8 : all 'who are parraken of the Spiriz do 
# groan after abſence from the bo | 
* |dy,00d e with the Lordy bat athove 
3 ——_—_— —_— ati Conny 
. Thy King ao cont 
Cf who lnvioks, [| caanor exhort'you to de- 
* I rather you may pray as did the 
[I Ptamitive Chriſtians, thoagh ow a better 2c- 
| counr;. Pro work Sow 4 for ro you Op 
the Lord (hal nor be a day of Redemprion,bue 
{Confinemenc toche darkeſt dungeomit thal berg 
| 25 Oven, itthalt burn you up, andileave you 
1007 ne; branch: The Devils who believe 
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1. The Signet that makes the /mpreſrion, 
2, . The Impreſsion that is made by the Sogmer, 
And ſealing, it conſidered inits nature,isno- 


_ | ching dlfe but che imparting of the Image of the 


you 

ſealed 

{i So chere- 
map "0 | deep, and. 
lay the J | is wits 
m—_— b y berokes Powe 
perly fo called: W rhe 
rather fo fre-, 
quency 2 Cor, 
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Signer to har which i ſealed; Bur chem che uſe 


Po er CEE 


we are | 
ws, and by the Spiri 


TE 

on Bed.co nemcbe af the Dirbs 
of them that they do| 
our hearts that | * 


his Spiric, not that he may know vs to be his; 
bur chat we may know our {elves to be his, and 


Depart from me, 1 know you not. I deny not,! . 
bat we may be ſaid co be ſealed by the Spirit,; 
whe: 


— I IE 
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when we are by him regenerated+ and made 
new creatures; but I think Regeneration is rather 
the Spirits writing the law in our hearts ,- and 
making us the Epiſtle of God, and that the 
ſealing in the Text intended, is the Spirits teſti-" 
fying unto us that we are of the number of 
Gods redeemed ones, and have a right to thie 
priviledges of Gods redeemed ones, Now there 
are five things ot which the Spirit may be 
thought to give aſſurance, x, Eleftion, 2, 
Vocatian, 3, Juſtification, 4. Perſeverance, 
5, Eternal life; bnt becauſe of ſome of theſe 
there is diſpute, and becauſe ic is by all ſo- 
ber perſons granted , that effeual yocation 
regeneration, converſion are the evidences of 
the other, of chat chiefly, and well nigh, one- 
ly, I ſhall ſpeak, and caſt all T have to fay a- 
bout it into an Anſwer to theſe fix Queſti- 


Ons, 

1. Whether ſuch Aſſurance m1y be had £ 
2. Whether the nature of Faith conſiſt in 
it and whether it may not- be ſeparated from 
Faith? 
3, How the Spirit works it? 
4. Why ſo many Chriſtians ate fo long 
withour it* 
5. What motives there be to perſwade us 


1 


to labour after ir, 
E 6, What 


— "2 


| 


| | we, withour aſſurance, who maintained his in- 


| |principlities, oc. ſhall be able to ſeparate uw 
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| 6, What means are to beuſed, 1, to ga 
it if we have it not; 2, to keep it if we 
it, 3, £0regainic if we have loſt it? 

1, In anſwer to rhe Queſtion, Whether ſo 
aſſurance may be bad, I fay it may, which 1 

1, By arguing ab effec ad poſſe, Aſſu 
hath by many been attained, therefore it 
be attained, That ic hath been attained is 
evident, that ſcarce any thing can be more &- 
videnty there is not one Saint almoſt in all che 
Scriptures, concerning whom much is ſaid, 
whom ſomething is not ſaid, from which it may 


'tbe colleted that he had ſomerime or other 


good affurance of Gods love, Was Fob, thi 


tegrity againſt the devil , and his nncha- 
ricable friends, *clubbing their wits to prove 
him an Hypocrite * Was not that the voice 
of affurance, 7 know that my redeemer livetht 
Was not the Spouſe aſſured when ſhe ſaid, | 

am my Beloveds, and my Beloved i mine *| 
Was not St, Pas! affured, when he fo trium- 

phed in Chriſt? Rom,8, 38, 7 am perſwaded 
that neither life, nor death, wor Angels , nor 


from the love of God which is in Chriſt Feſws. 
The Papiſts :do not much deny but that Ks 
perſons, and ſundry others mentioned in Scri- 


a prures,” 
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ptures, had aſſurance; onely they ſay, they came 
to it 1N an extraordinary way, by immediate 
revelation z which muſt needs be looked on 
25 2 meer evaſion and ſhift: there is not in 
Scripture the leaſt hint chat theſe came to 
their aſſurance in any extraordinary way , but 
many things there be in Scripture which make 
manifeſt, that they attained their certainty in 
2 diſcurſive way, arguing from the effe&, tothe 
cauſe; from the fruits, to che root z from their 
mortifying the deeds of thefleſh, and walking 
according to the Spirit, to the Spirits dwelling 
in them, St,Pas/ indeed had his Revelations, 
but thoſe were not the ordinary ſtanding laſting 
ground of his gloriation, but © the teſtimony 
of his Conſcience that in ſimplicity , and god- 

« ty ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdome, but by the 
© erace of God, he had had his conver(ation inthe 
& world. 2, Cor. 1, 12, What that, we are bid 
by St,Peter to give all diligence to make our 
calling and elefion ſure, 2, Epiſt, 1, 10, Which 
implyeth that aſſurance is not onely to be ex- 
by extraordinary immediate Kevelation, 

2. If we cannor have aſſurance, 'cis eicher be- 
cauſe we cannot be fure what puts us into a ſtate 
of grace, or becauſe we cagnot be ſure that weare 
| inthar fate of grace, To ſay, that we cannot 
| know what puts us into a ſtate of grace or makes 


E 2 us 
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ns children of God and diſciples of Chriſt, is too 
great an abſurdity for the Papiſts themſelves 
to (wallow; it doth indeed make the one half 
of the Scriptures needlefs, for what doth Scri- 
pture more defign, then to lay down the di- 
ſtinguiſhing marks berwixe ſincerity and hy- 
pocrylie , faich and unbelief, the power of 
Godlineſs and the form ? Ir will therefore per- 
{ haps be ſaid, that we may know what crue 
race is, but we cannot know our ſelves to 
_ true grace wrought in us, becauſe of che 
deceicfulnels of our hearts, Now that the heart 
of man is deceitfull , deceittull above all 
things, will not be denied by any who '&- 
'ther ſtudiech Scripture or - his own heart, 
But we may well = that the deceicfulneſs, 
whether nataral or acquired, is in part cured 
and removed by fſanctilying grace, and the 
Spitic alſo doth aſſiſt (as is more to be ſhewen 
hereafter) the ſancified faculty to obſerve and 
take notice of irs own frame , and therefore, 
irs remaining deceittulneſs notwithſtanding , it 
may come to ſome certainty of its own con- 
dition, Tomake ſhort, I ask, Was Conſcience 
deligned by God to be a Witneſs, and a judge, 
did he intend it ſhould ſomtimes juſtifie, ſom- 
times condemn? If he did not delign it to 
ary ſuch work or office, why then all, both 
| Heachens 
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Heathens and Chriſtians have miſtaken its na- 
cure and office ; if he did, why then may 
not a renewed Conſcience witneſs concerning 
2 mans renewed and juſtified condition? Doubr- 
leſs it may witneſs and give ſuch a Teſtimony 
as God will own hereafter, and man may for 
the preſent comfortably acquieſce in, As from 
© our hearts condemning us, we may infer” that 
* God will condemn usz ſo from our hearts 
**not condemning us, we may collet, that God 
* will -not condemn us; and that with ſuch 
|. firmneſs or certainty, as will give us bold- 
*nels in the preſence of God, and affre our 
* hearts before him that we ſhall have the things 
« we ask of him, 1 John 3. 20, 21, Had the 
Teſtimony been fo obſcure and uncertain as 
Papiſts make ir to be, Sr,Pau! would nor 
have {o rejoiced and gloried in ir, as we be- | 
fore obſerved him to do, from 2 Cor, 1, 12, 

3. It no aflurance were attainable then 
ſome duties enjoined us would be alrogether 
eicher uoproficable, or impoſſible, 1 inſtance in 
two or three : Why arewe bid to ſearch and 
try owr waies, if it cannot bs knowa whether 
they are right? Why are we bid to examine 
our ſelves whether we be inthe faith, 2 Cor, 13. 
if it cannot be known whether we be in the faph? 
How ſhould we rejoice in the Lord, and glory in | 

E 3 tribula- | 
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tribulation, if when we have done all, our ritle 
to heaven muſt be uncertain, it we may ar laſt 
for ought we know to the contrary , have our 
portion in the lake that burnes with fire and 
brimſtone ? 

Set 2 man upon a very high pinacle , and 
let him know he miy fall from ir, and fee 
whether you can perſwade him to rejoice; the 
poſſibility, and mach more the probabiliry of 
any danger that is mtolerable , mnſt needs 
damp all joy. Much leſs could a Chriſtian 
be earneſt and vehement in his defires to be 
diſſolved and be with Chrift, if he conld have 
no ſure hope that when he is diſſolved he 
ſhould be found ia Chriſt, Why hath God 
ſer Promiſes as thick in the Word as Srars in 
the Firmamenr, if by no means we can clear 
our intereſt in them * If the ſweetneſs of 
the Covenant were ſtrained into one 
Promiſe, what would that avail me, if by no 


means 1 could be perſwaded that I one 
Cay be permitted rotaſteofir, This argament 
did hormbly puzzle Beſlarmine; and in anfwer 
ro ir he recites three opinions of Catholicks, | 
(as he cal's them) according to none of which, 
he thinks, men will be left under any neceſſi- 


ry of doubring concerning their reconciliation 
| with Goo; and at laſt he rellsus, thar all chey 


contend 
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contend againſt, is onely a certainty of Faith 
| ang wiler then to | 
bh t matenal a queſtion a 
School-phraſe, Let ic but be ohne wr 
ſoul can have ſuch a knowledge of irs own 
fincerity, as makes ic certain that ir is not 
miſtaken, we ſhall fir down ander the ſhadow 
of that conceſſhon , and eat the ſweet fruit of 
it, leaving it to the Tridentize DoRots to de- 
rermine er this may becalled Faith Ca- 
tholick; and if nor , her yet ir may not 
be called [Divine Faith, differing from Catho- 
lick Faith, diftering nor in certainty and exclu- 
fion of doubting, bur onely in univerſality, I 
muſt needs ſay, I underſtagd not how any man 
can be ſaid ro believe that he believes; and if 
any of our Writers have fo expreſled them- 
ſelves (which is more then I know) they 
ſpoke nor properly, © Fendeline, in his larger 
< Syſtem of Divinity, propounding againſt him- 
* ſelf this objetion, as from the Papiſts; 
«Whar is certain with the certainty of Faith, 
«is either expreſly concained in the Word of 
* God, or by due conſequence may be thence 
* deduced : But that this or thatman, I, or 
* thou do truly believe, is nor expreſly con- 
rained in Scripture , nor can by any due con- 
*ſequence be thence deduced; therefore ir 
E 4 Can» 


cannot be certain with a certainty of Faiths 
doth well anſwer, The concluſion doth nor con- 
tradict usz far we do not in kind ſay, that 
we can by a certainty of Faith be certain that 
* we truly believe, but -indefinitely , that we 
© may be certain, With what certainty then? 
*I anſwer with a ce:tainty of inward viſion, 
* or the teſtimony of our mind enlightned by 
© the holy Spiriz, who witnefleth to our ſpirir, 
* that we are the ſons of God, and do truly 
© believe: This certainty therefore is not 
& written in the book: of Scripture, but in che 
< book of our ' heart, and that by the finger 
*of the Spirit, Hence we believe not that we 
& believe, but ſee, feel, As we do nor be- 
© lieve that we do think of God, but know 
Sand perceive by our mind: quoting for the 
* confirmation of his anſwer , an elegant ſen- 
rence of $, Auguſtine, lib, 13, De Trin. Fidew 
* ſuam quiſque, qui cam habet , widet in corde 
© lus, & tenet certiſsima ſcientia, & clamante 
E conſcientis, In which way it he had pro- 
ceeded in anſwering the ſelf, ame objetion 
concerning particular remiſſion of 0, pag. 1158, 
V 


for my Part, I do not make it any Article of 
my Faith chat my fins are pardoned, 
| 4, Weargue theattainableneſs of Aſſurance 


| 


| from 
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he had given the adverſary leſs advantage 
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from the weakneſs and rotrenneſs of the grounds 
| on- which the Papiſts, the greateſt adverſa- 
 rieS tothis truth, co proceed inthe denying cf it, 
|  1+'Tisnot unlike,that the covetouſneſs of the 
| Pope and his Clergy is one reaſon why the 
| dectrine of Aſſurance is ſo denyed : For this ſe 
of menis ſomewhat a kin to Judas, who was 4 
| Thief, and carried the Bag, Were the Popeto 
' pay as much for redeeming a _—a_ = 
cory, as he commonly gets by ir, I dare lay, 
Purgatory before this had been reckoned a- 
ings that are not - were they to looſe 
' as much gold and filver by keeping men in doubts 
and fears as commonly they get, certainty had 
' not been made ſo impoſſible as now iris, 
| +2, Their own Hypocrifie and formality 
makes them, and that juſtly, ro queſtion their 
own ſtate preſent and to come, and therefore 
they think that none, how fincere and upright ſo- 
ever, can be aſſured of theſe matters. Very 
apt we beto meaſure other mens cloth by our 
own ells, ro make onr own hearts and experien- 
ces a ſtandard and pattrernto our fellow Chriſti- 
ans, Many eminent Reftormers, who had per- 
haps the candle of the Lord moſtly ſhining on 
them , and lived perpetually under the beams 
of his countenance, did place Faith in Aſſurance, 
and ſo diſcouraged ſome weak Chiiſtans, The 
Papiſts 


——— 
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Papiſts on che other hand, being alway void of 
mtr. Jy Jon ar 

did ever rife up to aſſurance, being continuall 
tormented with ſhivering fears , envy all 
others who have more ſerenity $ 
then themſelves, Bar doth it follow, that if 
an houſe built on the ſands cannot ſtand, thar 
Ars refer. bold _ 
Papiſt, as a ſt, no one by 
faith; for ſeeing, as Papiſt,he muſt needs rake the 
Popes infallibility in cauſes of fairh for his foun- 
dation, which foundation being not onely untrue, 
bar alſo heretical, cannot be apprehended by 
faith, it follows, that he neither doth nor can 
believe any point of faith, unleſs perhaps the 
conclaſion cxn be of faich, when the premiſes 
or cauſe of a{f-nt to chat concluſion is contrary 
to Faith, Nor can they have any certainty of 
their ſalvation, for that depends wich them on 
their having the Sacrament of penance cruly 
adminiſtred, and this on his being a Prieſt that 
doth adminiſter it : now that any one is a Prieſt, 
is that of which there can be no cerrainty, for, | 
forooght any one knows to the contrary, he | 
that ordained him had nor intent to ordain him, 
orhe that baptiſed him had no intent to baytiſe 
him; orif both could be known to have direQted| 
their intentions aright, yer twenty other —_ 
might | 


— 
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might happen thar would nullifie his prieſthood, 
But no necefſiry is there that Proteſtants ſhould 
be uncertain of their right co, or meerneſs for 
heaven, who rejeR all theſe errors, and are 
ravghe ro believe, that no man ſhall everfareche 
worſe for what never ws in his power to prevent, 
| 4. Papiſts much obje che multitude of Pro- 
feſlors, whe have much boaſted and talked gf 
aſſurance, and yer neither had it, nor could have 
it, as by their manifold miſcarriages;, inordi- 
' nare walkings, they have moſt maniteſtly diſco- 
| vered, This nodonbt they may have obſerved, 
[and it hath been,of lace years elpecially, a great 
| tumbling block to ſome, to ſee and hear perſons 

of very flight and frothy ſpirits, tell ſo many 
and fo high ſtories of their enjoyments and ex 
\periences, Bur ſhall we ſay, char a man may nor 


| certain of that, about which mulcitades 


have * been miſtaken? Who ſees not then 
that we muſt bring Pirrhoniſme intothe World ? 
| pur our ſelves under a neceffity of turning $ 
[ticks Becauſe ſome have phanſied their cham- 
|bers to be full of company , when no 

was nigh them, cannot I be ſure thar ſfome- 
times Lee people fitting in their ſeats to hear| 
me? Becauſe ſome have imagined that they 
far about richly furniſked tables, whenno mear 
was nigh them , cannot I therefore be ſure, that 
| my 


- The rales given by Divines to diſtinguiſh 
them, areſach, that a man cannot be miſtaken 
about them, unleſs he have a mind to be miſta- 
ken, 


1, Preſumprionis the daughter of Ignorance, 
ſoisnot Affurance. mm. | 

2, Preſumprion is got and maintained with- 
_ |outany difficulty or pains, ſo is not Afﬀurance, 

3. Preſumption, unleſs in great extremiries, 
when uſually ic curns into deſpair, is alway uni- 
form and like unto it ſelf, fo is nor aſſurance, 
which is higher or lower, according to the influ- 
ences of the Spirit, growth and exerciſe of the 
[habic of Faich, 
4. Preſumption is unwilling to be examined, 
fois not Aſſurance, but moſt gladly joyns with 
the moſt lively and ſearching Miniſtry z by theſe 
and miny other charaers which ſhall be after 
eſted, Aſſurance may as eaſily be Giſcer-| 
. |ned from Preſamption , as may the true metal | 
from that which doth but counterfeit ir, | 
4. It is much urged that Aſſurance would | 
breed Pride, ſecuriry, careleſnels, the bane of 
all our graces and pious endeavours: but to this | 

any anſwers may be returned 1,By | 


—————— 


| 
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By conceffion , it will not be denied; but 
tar Got houl this wine into old boe- 
- vom. er of their breaking breaking , 
The F hoAa eric to thoſe ' who' were 
never fick of love, chey might breed wid bue 
God never gives the new name, but where he 
gives the new nature; He ſets not his' Seal on'a 
(flint, bur on the wax ; 1» whom after ye believed, 
ye were ſealed with the Spirit of promiſe, Epbeſ.# b 
13, As for unbelievers, chey are unca 
it and could they have it, chey would turn * 
[into wantonnelſs, as they do all Grace they re- 
ceive: nay, nor doth God ſet his Seal on every 
veſſel of Honour z He doth not feed every child 
with hidden Manna, bur onely ſuch as he ie findes 
to hunger after ir, and to be ready to faint and 
| periſh without i it. 

2. Ifay our Afſurance is not perſe& or free 
from all doubrs, but hath alway mixed with ic 
ſome either aftual or habitual fear, PerfeRt AC 
ſurance might ( ſuch is the corruption remai- 
ning in us) be abuſed co ſecurity, and occafion 
Pride, but our wine is mixed with water, on 
| purpoſe, that it might not inroxicare us, With 
ſuch a meaſure ot Aſſurance we are truſted, 
as keeps under doubts and fears, not with 
ſuch as quire expels doubrs and fears, They 
go too far, who ſay, That the — 
| 
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af che pardon of our (ing, and right ta Eternal 
Life, is equal to the aſſarance we have of che 
common objects of Faich, Chriſts R | 
or Gods Omnipoteace, That Chriſt is riſes, 
that Ged is Almighty, are Propoſitions and Prin- 
_ chat are expreſly and immediately contain- 

ia $criprures, 


ny nr C—_— 
y gan t from our er ings: But 
theſe Propoſitions, I am juſtified, I am ſani#i- 
fied, 1 ſhall be ſaved, are Concluſions drawn 
from ſuch Premiſes of which onely one is con- 
tained in Scripture, the other is made out by in- 
Glked 208 of ward (caſe and feeling, and chere- 


fide, #8 afe=- dent, -nor fo ſtrictly * de fide, as is 


Leffori in biſce controoerſius minus ex'Tta'o, alioqui mia fic flat 
ſententia, iſtiuſmods concluſuont non eſſ. omnino de file + Concluſp= 
eager [equi infirmiorem premiſſam eſt # trivio dialeflicorum Ca- 
nenquem et fi aliqui dialeflicoruym filth de ſola a ffirmatione, aut ne- 
gation, waiverſalitate aut pariicularitate Propofitionm in!clli. 
gantzradetyur tamen extendendus etiam ad preniſſaus tuideni. 
an & incuidentiam; poteſt fieri ut propoſetio de fide licet in ſe cer» 
tier ,quead nos tamen qui in argutnde ſeaſu ac ratione dacimer, de. 
trier as depiligr fit propofirient il/d que tft tyidens quaad ratio- 
new aut ſtuſum prout accrdit in bee ſyllogiſmo ; O mnis bome reſur. 
get, Ego ſum bomo, Ergo, Ego reſurgam, twm Concluſio eff de fide ; 
Major ening que tft de fide in b(ſrrento oft infirmior premifſy, a: 
intals logs ſm:. Iu /quu diligit fratrem,traducitur de martt ad 
vitem,Ego dilige fratrem, Ergo ego traducor demonte ad vitamne- 
mo wif valde Suff onus dicet ſe majorem toidentianm adeptum effe de 
fenceritate [ui amoris erga fratres, quam de teftimonio ills Diving 
qu/q4s anal (ratrem & que neque concluſia cenſenda oft de fide 


either 


Dr IIS 


NH 


Believers, | 


ades brite de fore the Concluſion 1s not fo evi- | 
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either a Scripture principle , or any concluſion 
one is TONES premiſes ' purely Scriptu- 


2, I do utterly deny, that Aſſurance, as aſ- 
ſurance, doth breed ſecurity and negligence; but 
rather in a meer ſubje& ir quickens 'to dilj- 
gence, For what ? are not the in 
Heaven aſſured of Gods love £ do they not 
more then opine or conjecture, that they ſhall ne- 
ver fall away fromir * yet, I crow, they do not 
therefore grow negliget, buc continue to be 
miniſtring ſpirits, ready preſſed to go whether 
ſoever God ſends them, Indeed were ic (© 
that aſſurance eicher of Faith, or of pardon did 
bread flothfalnels naturally and neceflarily, a 
man would be afraid to grow in grace; for 
andoubtedly, che more growth in grace, ordi- 
'narily the more zflurance;, the faſter hold I 
lay on Chriſt, the greater evidence chat I have 
him, the ſtronger che habir of Faith is, che 
more vigorouſly it aReth, and the more cer- 
tainey it carries along with ir, thac it is fin- 
cere and unkleigned : now if this evidence and 
certainty were fuch as did of its own nature 
miniſter to ſecurity and gegligence , berter ir 
were that I ſhould content my ſelf with the 
Faith and Love of a Child, chen of a grown 
and perfect man, 
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IT, In anſwer to the ſecond queſtion, Whe-{ 
ther Faith do confift in aſſuraxce, 1 anſwer by 
layinz down this Propoſition, | 

Faith conſiſts not in Aſſurance either that a 
man loverh God, or is loved of God, or that 
God hath pardoned him , or will fave him 
* | yea, erue Faich may be in him, in whom there 
is no ſuch perſwafion, 

This Propoſition ſeems moſt clear to me, 
yer I may fear ic will not dowawith all, be- 
cauſe ſome are uſed co the definitions of men 
of very great name, who make a Chriſtian 
mans Faith to be a perſwaſion that Chriſt died 
{for him and hath procured the pardon of his 
fins, and the ſilvation of his foul, Which 
Phraſes are in chemſelves capable of a good 
conſtruction, Every Believer is perſwaded that 
Chriſt hath procured Remiſtion of his finnes, 
and ſalvation to be beſtowed on him in Gods 
way, and upon Gods termes and conditions; 
bur chey expound themſelves thus, Thar it is 
of the niture of crue Faith to make a man per- 
ſwaded, that remiſton of fins is not onely by 
Chriſt obtained for him, bur alſo applied ro 
him, and that God by an unchangeable decree 
eleted him ro eternal ſalvation, Now this 
is an error, and ſuch anerror ast it hath 
had roo many followers, yet hath alway, e- 

ſpecially 
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ſpecially, in England; met with ſome co oppole ic 
as appears by Mr,Fohn Foxe's Treatiſe De Chriſto 
| 94 nn Bur-cill of lace no man took 
| pains ftrenuouſly co reface it ; as 
did Mr, Fob» Dews, in Vindication of his Ser- 
mon from the Exceptions of Mr. Nathaniel Bax* 
ter fomtimes LeQurer of the City of Briſtol, | * 
The arguments he thea made uſe of, are fo 
that I need not put my ſelf co the 
of itating new ones, but ſhall as to 
the ſubſtance of what I Gay, plow with his heifer, 
I, This perſwaſion and particular applicati- 
on they ſpeak of cannot be Faith, becauſe ic is 
frequently loſt, This argument holds ſtrong 
2gainſt thoſe who deny that true Faich can be 
loſt, (ſach are all with whom I now deal ) 
unleſs rhey will ſay ; chat che perſwaſton 
of Gods ſpecial love is never loſt, which is con- | 
trary to manifeſt experience, For had not, Heman 
the Ezrabite loſt it, when he cryeth our Pſa, 88, 
v.3.My ſoul is full of trouble, and my life draweth 
nigh unto the grave, I am counted with them that $ 
down intothe pit ,lam as a man that hath no ſtrength, 
free among the dead, thy wrath licth hard on me, 
thou haftafflified me with all thy waves how many 
have we our ſelves known delighting themlelv<s 
with ſpiricual ſuaviries, fil'e4 with joy anſpeak- 
ableand ful of glorytyer wichin aſho:ttime down 
| F in 
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b 
they had the Spire, kar 7 
they bleſſed themſelves were noc a meer deluſion, 
2. Faith cannot be this perſwaſion, becaaſe| * 
ſome Que Believers never did, never cat at- 
rain umo ſach perſwaſion, I inſtance in choſe 
who do maintain principles quite inconſiſtent 
with it, vis, Lutherans, This is plainly ac 
knowledged by Zaterman, a Lutheran Divine' 
ot Regiomonnt , for the which conceſhon he is 
cenfured and condemned by fome of his own 
arty, by none more bicterly then by Walther, 
ba certzinly withour a cauſcy for by the prin- 
ciples they proceed 'upon.,, no man ordinarily 
can be certain of his EleQon, or perſeverance, 
till - be breathing —__ laſt — 
chem frame whar practicalSyllogiſmes t 
it will be ſound, that eicher the jor is falſe 
or the Ninor Coubtfull, and uncertain, as will 
3ppear to any who will but take che pains to 
form all the anſwers by which l-|} 
bours ro quiet the conſcience of one doubring 
concerning his election, loco de Pred, pag. 68g, | 
into Syllogiſms, He there bids a Man be 
certain of his eleGtion that finds himſelf 
ro love Chriſt , and diligently ro endeavour the 
reformation of his life, chence the Syllogiſm will 
| b*,Hethar loves Chriſt, & diligently endeavours 
to 
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to amend fiis life, is ordained toeternal life, F love 
Chriſt and endeavour diligenely ro amend my life 
therefore I am ordained coerernal life: Is the My- 
here true or falſe? if it be erue, then ir is their 
error to ſay that love to Chriſt is nor to 


the ele; if ic be falſe, what becomes of the con- 
dnfion inferred from rt, If it be faid, which is all 
can ſay, char if aman cen feelin his heart a 
of Gods love, he may thence infer a conditi- 


{onal cerrainty of his eleRion v3: 1t he ſhall perſe- 


yere in his love, that is no more then what the 
noa-Elet may have, Suppoſe we one of 
them to know that he is a believer, yer can- 
not he thence infer that he is eleted, or (hall 
perſevere to eternal life , becauſe he neither 
thinks tne faich to be proper to Gods eleR, 
nor to have any promiſe of certain perſeve- 
rance made ro it + to fay that none of theſe 
brethren are 'rrae believers, is che higheſt un- 


is effemti 


charitab for whatScripcure isicſarth,thar it 

we; don Shy rightly informed 
concerning the connexion of faich with eleQion?or| 
where is this doQrine {o dearly reveledin the 
word,as that all maſt needs be {uppoſed to be wil. 
tully blind who will not fre and acknowledge it, 
This perfwalion's in order of Nature af 
cer Faith, therefore the mature of Paich can. 


{not liein it, The Amecedent is preſently proveg, 
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becauſe I maſt firſt bein the favour of God, ich] 
pr rs yn ot ye, 'creI can knowor| 
be perſwaded |rchat .I'am in the favour off 
Godz:for a propoſition is alway. in oy 
nature true, before it is known'-to be trae, 
25 every . mans -reaſon- doth tell him, Ac 
this order, as. it hath its foundation in reaſc 
cfg alſo in Scripture «- 1 Foby. 5, 13. T 
s have ], written. tag you that ng ds 
— ye | 
ye have eternal -like, -Bellarmine ſaw 7 is, and 50 | 
cheretore inferrs,, that according to the op 
commonly received R Diviaes 
in his time, men are juſtified before ' they do 
believe : and methinks the learned Chamicr doth 
not Lke himſelf, when he goes aboat to uncie this 
knor, for he ſaith, that Faith doth, it not in order 
of rime, yer of nature, follow juſtificationga ſaying 
ogy tro the whole current of Scripture, + 
IF Faith did conſiſt in this Fafoa, 
{it would follow that ſome who do hear theGoſpel, 
either were not bound to believe, or were bound 
to believe a lie, That any who hear the Gol- 
ſhould not be bound to bekeve , cannot}. 
fcrthen unbelief would be no fin to them, 
and if no fan, then could it not deferve con- 
Jdemnationz when as we know from Scripture, 
that it is the condemning fin: And that ſome, 
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if obliged to believe that either they are ec” 
leted, or jaſtified , would arg dc rap 
lieve a lie,” is" as plainz for certainly, among 
thoſe that hear the Goſpel, ſome are nor 
choſen, nor . Bur what is more ab- 

then that any man ſhould be bound ro be- 
lievea lie*canany thing be the objec of faich but 
what is true? or any thing the objeR of Divine 
Faith, bur what is ſo grae that iccannor be falſe * 

More need 'not be ſaid againſt this error,-Bur 
it will be asked, whether, chough che narure of 
\Faich do not conſiſt in this aſſurance, yer irbe 
not that which believer doth ſome time 
of other find? or whether any Child of God | 
do ſo walk in darkneſs, as char the lighr of 
Gods countenance is never lifted up on him, 
no not before his death, 


T 


| 
: 
\ 
| 


| 


This I ſhall endeavour to anſver by the fol- | 
lowing concluſtons, | 
1. No queſtion, as the Sun, after it hath | 


for all the day been hid in the clouds , doth | 


ſometimes ſhew ir (elf and that gloriouſly juſt 
before ir ſers; fo the Paich- of a Chriſtian, at- 
ter it hath for the greateſt part of his lite been 
Couded with doubts and fears, doth near unto 
his death ſomerimes (0 manifeſt ic (elf by Come | 
lively aQts, as that he can no longer doubt of | 
its ſincerity , bur cries out my Lord, my Savj;.. 
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ſo robe, 
= ——_ 0 death, where is ' 
—_ where 15 victory? 1 pit 
a RO rant ny ae 
Martyr Cannor. £ know IC 
| Bo: it was with God to ſeal ap tus love-eo 
| his ſervancs | Juſt when be called: chem out 
to ſet their own ſeals to his truth 1 {0 high 
was their aſſurance, that you- would 
thought that they had heard the Much i 
the Cceleſtial | Choire , when they heard the 
ratling of the chains with which they were] 
| be tied to the ſtake, When Mr, Robert Glo- 
| wer was condemned to die, and was now it 
a point to be delivered our of the world, it 
(6 happened, that two or three days before, 
his heart being lumpiſh , and deftirure of us 
true conſolation, he Y in himſelf ao 
but rather an heavineſs (I all along mo Mr. 
Fox his own words) and Fartor of Spirit, 
: pu of much diſcomfort, tro bear the dice 
cro 
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ſearing in 
Lord ryan.crierrr Moat 
wry from him , he made his 


to a. Miniſter, complaining how earneſt! 
and night 
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holy 1 | 
cryed -our, clapping his hands, 
ons name of the Miniſter to 
he had complained) He & come, be i 
come, The Apoſtles that did alway 4.253: 2- 
bout in their bodies the dying - of our Lord 
Jeſus, that were alway Celivered unto death 
for Jeſus ſake, had alſo = life of Chriſt made 
ſo manifeſt in them, that though they were 
| croubled on every fide, yet they were not di- 
ſtreſſed z did (0 conſtantly and aſſuredly know, 
that he which raiſed up Jeſus, wouldraifech*m 
up al lo by Jeſus, and char their light «M Ri- 
were but for a moment wrought for 
them a far more exceeding eternal ve! ighe of 
glory, that they did-not taint, bur rather wix- 
ed more bold by ther bonds, The ſame 
truth might alſo be compaſſed about with a 
clond of witneſſes of ſuch as did die a natural 
death ; But that work is done to our Hands = 
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72 The Spirits Office towards Believers, | 
by Melchior Adam, and others, who have de-| } 
livered co us the ſtory of che life and death} 
of men famous in their ations for piety | 
and learning. Yea, fouſuztis it with C 
Diſciples to have their "inward man renewed| 
= Gays when their outward man periſh-| 
eth, that the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks indefinitely , mark 


the perfet# man, and behols the obs ', 
fe mdf ths as pe ofoiges's Jo 


+ 0. 37.37. 

1. Sometimes it fa FE otherwaiesg 
thoſe who in their life time have 'had mach 
enjoyment of the ſenſe of Gods love, and 
through ic have comforted themſelves and 0+ 
thers, have yer cied with little, if any, aſſurance, 
or actual comfort, this God ſuffers for many 
holy, wiſe ends and purpoſes; as, 

1, To quicken others up to the greater 
preparation, When death is at a diſtance, 
we are apt to think ic is but an eaſe thing 
to die: "Bur when we ſhall ſee that the ap-} 
proaches of death have ſtartled and grievouſly 


+ [affrighted choſe whom we ever judged to ex- 


cel us in grace, we muſt needs, it nor faſt| 
aſleep, begin co look about us, and ro'con- 
ſider, whether we with'our weak imperfe&t 
graces are able to meet with that Prince of 
terrors? and the more importunately co pray 
for, and depend upon ſome ſtrength greater 


then our own. 2, God, 
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ſuch ſelf-deluding ſors will ſtumble and fall, and 


.| dleſtick Ceabele Church, Rev.2.4,5, much 
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may - permit it judicially , forthe 
harking of prophae Wo ae 
liſts, ſeeing ſome of their 


compani- 
ons to go out ofthe world like -Jambs, to bove 
no in their death, _ Ke "#0-doqaie 
\way orgs  confidenc 


gue 
many gm a diſquierin though e- 
, that all heh ys 7.4 on 
Miniſters — upon their followers, is but un- 
neceſſary (owerneſs, and melancholy fimplici- 
ty. God counts not himſelf any way engaged 


[to remove ſuch ſtones at which he-f 


never riſe morez rather he may ſeem on- pur- 
poſe to order it fo, that they who will ger no 
good by his Servants life , ſhall receive no be- 
nefit by their death. 

3. As a puniſhment to his Servauts for their 
declinings and _ from their firſt love, a fin 
big enough to p e him to remove his Can- 


more not to let his candle ſhine on the tabernacle 
of ſome one fingle Chriſtian, how eminent (o- 
ever. As love poſe its ſelf, fo fear is caſt out, 
1 Job 4.18, butas love weakeneth or decli- 


neth, 


by time. 
5, The Devil at ſuch a time will be ure to 
ſtirup and make uſe of all his malice and ſubtiley, 
'Tisfaid ofthe nacural Serpent, nou niſi moriens 
in longum producitur, 'tis never at its full length 
cill ir be dying, The old Serpent never foranch 
ſhews himſelf in his full dimenſions , as when] . 
# Chriſtianis dying z when he is juſt on the 
borders of the heavenly Cancan , he will then, ; 
if he he cannot trip up, yet bruiſe his heels, 
that he may enter in halting and uncomfortas-! 
'ble; as he would not be tormenced betore his 
time,ſo nor would he that a Chriſtian ſhould re- | 
joyce, before his time, hence ——— 
| is 
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place of hlifs auto w 
when his timeof tempting bs hore, then 
he comes with the greateſt fury, 
CO Rn are eb mak £24 
dach roo gue: the, whole courſe of his life with- 
our  fome aſſurance of the love of God,. *Tis 
not likely, that any one ſhoald for months and 
yen bs jaws 10 the Lord, and made one 
him, and the Lord not ler him 
—_— he loverh him in Gods ordinary 
of w (he ſn Honeage age doth bar 
e way' for pirit 0 00, Bur yer, 
III. 'Tis not impoſſible, = a Chriſtian 
ſhould live. in ignorance. of his own eſtare all 
his days,  I-do-notfind, in my beſt pate: 


Scripuure, that God hath any where promiſed, 
that every true Faith ſhall bud and bloſſom. in 
aſſurance, or that he who is a Believer ſhall 
ſome time or other know himſelf ſo co bes 


and it God hath made no promiſe to work 
aſſurance ſome time or other in every one whom 
(be converts, nothing there can be concluded 
'to the contrary {rom reaſon 7 for arguing rati- 
'onally, why may not he who wants it, one 
year, want it: ten or he that wants it 
jen » Want it all the years that he ſpends j the 
t 
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the flere If any one will contradi@ us in this, it | 
behoves him to ſhew us any thing effencial to 
a Chriſtian, which may nor in ſome ſort be in 


rance of their 
Anſw. 1, Wi ſuch > Dodtrine were delivered 
itianother matter no ſuch uſe would be made of 
it. If I ſhould fay, that bread and water were 
as minch as is necefſary to keep life and foul 
together, would men rhereupon reſolve to take 
no care, or have any $ for any provi- 
fion beyond bread 'and waters wh 
Chriſtians then, when they hear that the be- 
ing of Godlin:{s may be kept up without aſ-} - 
farance, take up there * 
2, *Tis a fin to want affurance: We ſhould 
as well have peace in our own Conſciences; as 
with God; nor are our hearts ſprinkled 
an evil Conſcience, till we have fo, I know 
ative defertion, or Gods withdrawing of his 
ſhining maniſeſtation is not our (in, even Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf, who though he was made (in, yer! 


knew no fin, was deſcited, which made him to, 
ery out, My God, my God , why haſt thou forſaken! 


me*®! 
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me? When he fo cried our, we may well con- 
ceive , and . moſt ſober-| Divines do —_— 
he was under -the want of the influence 
aQual viſion, -and of che aQual joy and comfort 
of union 5 - nor will I deny -but chat God may 
- | withdraw our of Soveraigncy, or for the meer 
trial and exerciſe of our graces: but whether ever 
ke did ſo, is more then I know; or ſhould he 
now do fo, it would be but for a ſeaſon: if for 
any time we wane Affurance, 'tis h 
—_—_y of Faith, or through ſpiritual flo 
or ſome other as finfull diſtemper. He that 
bids us work out our ſalvation, and make our 
calling and eleftion ſure, would not let us be 
at uncertainties concerning our ſelves, | did we 
|not ſleight ſome Ordinance or omit tome Du- 
'ty, or giveway to ſome Luſt. 
| 3. Though one may be a Child of God who 
doth want this Aſſurance, yet is there no 
Child of God who fits down fatisfied under the 
want of it, who doth nor deſire to attain to the 
fall affurance of hopes Uncertainty of our con- 
dition is not {© light an evil, as that a Chriſtian 
cancarry it, asf it were no burden; nay, bat 
. | he follows Chriſt with unucrerable Gaks and 
he travelleth from Ordinance to Ordi- 
nance, till his Evidences be cleared up, and his 
Title to the Promiſes of Pardon be made nr 
| 
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If a Child ſhould have ſo-nz doabe thrown imo|. 
his miad his Fathers love to himy| 
would hebe ac reſt till'iz were removed : How'|- 
Orton fonts ot res, 
ing doabrs concerning the good will of his Het-| 
venly Father* re Hub G ryan otro 
_ o ſel op tothe dy of eden hack | 
grven us his Sacramencs, 
-——ramparyr yak che more abandanr conſola- 
tiow and afrer all chis (hall we quietly fic ja the 
dark as if nothing ailed us* how chendwellerh 
the love of God in us? thoſe who 
have fomctimes had che light of counte- 
nance ſhining on them, and have aker loſt ir, 
muſt needs b —_ till they have recovered | 
it, Thos hide thy face, and I was trow- 
bled, Pal, 30. v. 7, Troubled with a witnels, | 
fort was his daily ſorrow of heart, yea, it was, 
as deach to him; for this he made his rears. 
day 2nd night, he poured our his foal in him; 
and his adings by his enemies with this, 
were 4s 4 ſword in his bones, Pal. 43, 3, 4,10, 
As for the Spouſe in the Canticles, we do find 
Che, 5. 0.6. that when her beloved had with- 
drawn himſelf and was gone, her ſoul failed 
when ſhe ſpake ; ſhe ſought, but foe conld wat find 
him, ſhe called, but he made no anſwer : Here- 
apon ihe coes corhe Warchmen, co the Daugh- 
ters 
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towards Belee vers. 
if 


His of working is very dark and 
hadoen, "od me it ſelf is better felr then 


regeneration & co 

fore, Foby 3, to the Wind that bloweth where 
it kifteth, the ſound whereof we hear, but know 
not whence __ nor Cn i yorth: tis 
working in us that we are regenerate, 
is much more incxprefible. There are two 
kinds of ARs in the ſoul: 1, Direc? Adts, ſuch 
as is that by which the ſoul deaves to Chriſt, 
or lays hold on him, or believes in him for re- 
miſſion. of fins and ſalvation, 2. Reflex Acts, 
fuch as is that by which a man rerurns on him- | 
ſelf, and doth chough nor believe, yer know 
that he believes, beheves ſincerely : Such re- 


flex | 


 " 


Hen 


| There are three that bear record on earth; the Spi- 


flexus langeet, is the rule in Opticksz and which 
places off. 
Scripture from which we ſhould borrow out|” 
lighe in this matcer, are (6 vexed with varie-| 
ty of deſcants and interpretations, that it is] 


Bac Eh workings of the 


uſually are bat weak and tranſient, Radims 


leaves us ata greater loſs, thoſe 


not eafte ro know. what to make of chem, It 
would quire tire out the patience of an ording- 
ry .Reader, if I ſhould bur recite the variety 
of Comments on that place, x Fobs 5. 8; 


rit, the Water, the Blood; and theſe three 
in one, That indeed ſeems to be more plai 
Rom, 8. 16, The Spirit it ſelf beareth wit 
with our ſpirit, that we are t 
Bue firſt Grotias will have cvunuerved tobe no! 
more then, w«prves. and he brings for proofa 
or two in. Scripture, in which it ſeems 
to be (o uſed, becauſc it is applyed to the wit- 


\dationto build his conceit on, we may cafily 


neſs of Conſcience well, having n»> other ſoun- 


children of God,| 


rid our hands ot him for the witneſs of conſa- 
ence is 2 joint witne(s, it witneſſ=th together" 
with God, and is therefore culled as ay 
think 
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| ris 
thar-is-joined with Gods, Spirit ifv.chis aRion, 
-grycomrney power ourpergh be 4wr own Spirit, 
gin- of "rite Bibles -ciow read, and. was 
11h the' Text of nur formerly uſed; and then | - 
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diſcurſive way in which a Believer fromthe 
din eftioro epace 


inferrshebach cheha- 
bit: and froe\che: babie conclages his, 
tionand 25" This is wht ph 
41; #s1t/is a way leaſt(ubjet ___ 
[7 fo is.it alſo: moſt ſuited ro@rational crea 
 threy: whebedapobotig is by diſcourſe and 


Wong Probleme be pr 
DIED which: is/nov. of, it- ſelf 
and evident, the Underſtanding natural, 
| 


 ly-falls to 6hdngou one middetomer wana 
ment, py mh 


| main whatever try;» and he'l find he cannot, do 
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 Tif hebe all, over, Tuch a one I adviſe | 


God, | commit himfelt; co him in;well doing z 


|  Queſt;4, What's the op why the chiles 
God do want Aſſurance ? or how comes it to 


though noc to himſelf, my 


a to have it, 
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thou. canſt: not find) 'Faich,! yer canſt, thou not 
deny but. thou feareſt God, 20d crembleſtar his 

War, why theſe ae marks of a childof God, 
$0, 10, 1/4, 66.2; and ſo'is a defire.co fear 
God, ak. I1, onely-be- (are it-be an carneſt, 


induſtrious delire, 
oy ne ends. Gn bTa 
as that he can fee no light at all, 
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not £0 examines examination at ſuchatime is 
nota duty, bur ſerves onely to breed: further 
fears and uncertainties « In fuch acaſe ler a man | 
put forth the firſt at of Faith, caſt himſelf on 


he hath, a command {oro do, therefore heneed 


that all who have grace do not preſently hewerle 
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os: :God doch not ufnall arbar rey oy 
under Larkneſs, but for ra and he would 
{permir him 10 ff 90 bur char he 
an'intentto make choſe very falls, 'and che pts 
niſhments he infli&s/becauſe of chem, ſubſervient 
to his glory, and their good, 
| Borſt, 1. Therefore —_ 
{Father of Lights ſuffersrhe Childrow of light 
walk indarkneſs 7 why the ſers che feals wo 


y 
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can they rejoyce in the hope of glory;if they find 


A 


- aA the onely ſed 2nd 


we. - 
ufo Ree] the TIS == wide 
jt ce mo ens may yet not publith ic 


a: - If we'ſpeak not of modertre burof kigh 
Think ir is a wine do ſtrong fot our 
a wine coo ſtrong for our veſſels 


to hold long, z a glimpfe'6t iris enough to dazle 
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vensglory z confule experience, and you'l find 
it ſo, Peter, Fames, hd Fohy, were upon 
| [the mount of ransfigaration, bur they were 
then befides rhemſetves , they knew tive what 
they ſaid, Mar,9.6. Paul, when he was wrapt tp 
ihto che third Heaven ſaw things thar he could 
{not utrets bur the ſight tran ported him, whe- 
[ther he” wete In the body, or our of the body, 
dwage? node gow. I2, 54 Rnd gi” 
, eſpecial the weaker ing all 
affeQion, do NG much flight a fettes rm; and 
of ſoul, as if it were lietle worth, falling 
pon ſuch paſſages 1s tom. 15, Filled with all joy 
jo Rog z and rtjoſting with joy wnſpeak- 
and full of glory, 1 Pet. 1,8, They think 
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feaſt them continually , 
healthy and ſound,” unfic for t 


ordinary particular callings and 
too much honey (as it follows 
chor, 1bid,) doth turn to gall, and 

joy, even ſpiritual, would make us wantonsy 


mon, 

Bur if we { | 
there be ſundry Reaſons that may- move 
__ his ſervants be without that, art leaſt, for 
a ſeaſon. 


ther, after manifold foul mi 
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ow ebb, fo utnally theſe onate 
joys do make way for, or at lealt go before, the 
hi ſorrows and fears: therefore ic is well, 


all things conſidered, that ſuch cordials are nor} 
made our dier, 'thar ſuch ſuavities are not comy 


peak even of Moderate Aſoraxt, 


1, To keep them from Relapſes, Should a Far 
ages, © upon the 
firſt ſubmiſſion of his Son, receive him-to T 


2nd entertain him with Pate: nal (miles, he 


but encourage him to return to. his former 
ciſorderly coaverſation'; but by keeping him} 
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fins into which we have fallen, 
ne ny m-the Court of Heaven, 
alfoin the Court of Conſcience, if he ſhould 
not onely'pardon us, but alſo ler us have the aſ- 
ſarance n; we imight be apt ro rake up 
too flight thoughts of fins guile, and too eafily 
run into the'ofrcaſions of ic; ' but by fetting 'us 
feel the ſmatrand anguiſh of fin, for days,months, 
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[aerk he miaketh us more watchful, he cauſeth 
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make rhe ſtraighcer parhs unto our feer for 
ever after. David being left under the anguiſh 
of broken bones, under the quick and (mart 
ſenſe of his "Murder and Adultery, did more e- 
ver after dread thoſe fins, thenever did 2 burnt 
Child dread the fire: Ler no man ſay, tharicis 
a low and legal buſineſs ro keep from fin be- 
cauſe of its bitterneſs ; for though I grant thar 
the love of God be the moſt perfe motive, yer 
it isnot the moſt proper :nd powerful, tor thoſe 
who are fleſh as well as ſpirit: and I verily be- 
lieve, the moſt refined Chriſtians, had they not 
either felt the ſmart of fin themſelves, or conver- 
ſed with thoſe that had, would make too many 
bold adventures on the patience, forbearance, 
and long-ſufferance of God, After aff this is 


come on us for our evil deeds, aod for our great 
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$15; may (eek _— them, and 


mol | 


FH 


& 


FL 
. x 
z 


 defires we findin the Spouſe, Cant. 5. 
wing of her well-beloved, And 
ſome of you tell me, how, when you 
been in fears about your condition, ye | 
been 


— 


and in-drinking * Have not 
that you bave been fain 
2 corner, an pour our your ſouls 
4 For my part, I have ſcarce 


2LFLLT 
[ 
] 


— 


company with choſe who have been at a 

about cheir eternal eftate, | 

4. God may hide, for the tryal and exerciſe 

of his peoples Graces, Avsthere would be no 

of Candles if there were no night, no uſe of” 
_ Cordials 


V— — _— — ; —  @—— 


' Cordials if no fivooning ,, ſo would there be 
either, none at all, or but very little uſe of ſome 
gol Code gradits pre —— 
_ 


ſhould alway ſmile on thoſe who RO 


would their obedience, pariſon, 
=: es Co Cennes = 
| 


eſiemy then a friend, we can then wait and de- 
on him, then is our faith faith indeed, cur] 


ove love indeed,” Rev, 14, 12, Here i the| 


Ts the Saints ;, here are # that keep the; 
'C s of God, and the faith of Flu: 
here Faith and. Patience do ſhewthemlelves, y_ 
\reckon there is no ſurer ſign of fincerity, then 

'to have firm reſolutions of cleaving to God, and 
following after him when he ſeems to have ry 


yet will 7 ry ery thy holy temple 
Fonah, 2, 4.) Though he rr eng ft in 

him, 1 will waitenthe Lord tht hdeth bs fx 
7 1 the bouſe of Jacob, and I will look for 
_ I7, 

God may permit one to want Afſar 
ho he may the more value it when he hath it, 
What ſticks a little, and comes nor- till after 
mach ſeeking, and manifold prayers, is uſually 
| moſt prized and valued when we have it, Chrifti- 
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ſaken and caſt us off. 7 am caſt ont of thyſi ſis | 


—_— 


_—— 


—— 


 — 


ans will not careleſly loſe char which they were 


_ veall £o Arran to ' 
- SITE and crumble ; oy ir 


thenwe doby corn, wine, - and oyl : as. intem-! 
porals, (0 in ſpiricuals, we leatn tocſtimace out! 
mercies- more by wanting'; chen by enjoying]. 


8. God may ler ſome want comforr, That they 
may be the more able tocomfort ethers, Should 
their mountain- alway ſtand firm, ſhould God! 
ſmile on chem, and kiſs chem wich: 
the kiſſes of his mouth, and make known uato 
them the moſt ſecrec treaſures ot his goodnels, 
how little compaſſion would they Pap, 19 over- 

clouded deſerted ſouls * wou'd do by! 
chem, as did che Warchmen > Spouſe, ſmite | 
and wound them, inſtead of comforting them y 
they might quench the (moaking flax, break che 
bruiſed <> ſay, as ſome = + mg that not 
the faith of adherence, bur aſſurance, doth hikes 


thr 


I 


7 
- 


nn EIN "I0 
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ie us | 
, | 
thou forſaken me ? 
on (a that be might be able to ſuc- 
coxr thaſe that are tempted © Hebv.2,18, Hewas 
rouched with the ſenſe of our infirmities;- chat 
'he might be a more. merciful and - faichful 
| high Prieſt, So good reaſon. had Zatherao Gay 
[that temptation was one of the.three things thar 
' made a D. vine. 
| 7, God permits the want.of aſſurance, Ts 
\ make his Children the more long after Heaven, 
where they ſball ſce him face 19 { ace, and-be per- 
feRly treed from all cqubrs..and fears abour 
Gods love to them, and cheus'to' him, Wete| 
our Aſſarance uninterrupted, and were it ſuch 
'a5 10 put us beyond all poſhbility ot miſcarry- 
| ng, 


| n——m— — - 


{\ye 


oy hd roars Goff eihdcens from 
them, Fob 17: $9: Upright men [ball be «fto-\ 
bi at this, and the innocent ſhall BY #p _ 

ainſt' the hypocrite ; the righteous | 
S "4 , and he that het chats hands 
ror be recs ad ſtronger, As for the wick- 
ed, they uſually rake pleaſure in their croubles 
ane! dejeAtions ; but when they recover, as moſt- 
do, then are they _ wirh horrour and 
on; Mic 7.8.9, 10, Rejoyce not againſt 
me, 0 mint enemy , ' when 1 fall, 1 fhall riſes] 
when 7 fit in darkneſſe, the Lord ſhall be @ light? 
wnto' me, I will bear the indienation of the 


Lord, becauſe I have finned meainſt him , until) 
| 


1 


_— 
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ares xs yr per Where. the 


9, God may ic his Servants tobemich- 
or the eſe of hi love mo reli oh 
ry may. the more appear: His 

ulnar en rw fo preſerving his Saints 
rn RarAS 
Sa- 

from him, bis ſuic pay g? 

= onely pr yrs « runs, 3 P 


j for thee, Lax my. [f ed in 
—— 


weakneſſe : whence he 
i will I glory in my in frities 
power of Chri reſt on me, 2 Cor,12,9, 


ladeec,ſo vaſt a diſproportion 4s there berwixr | | * 
the joys of Heaven, andthe carnal pleaſures of 

this World, that ſhould a Chriſtian alway have 
aſſurance of his ticle co the former , . it would 
not be much wondred ar if he deſpiſed the la- 
ter : bur herein che power of Gods grace is chem 
that he brings a man into the ſt deſpi 


ways of tolineſs, with a reſolution, if he 

there to periſh , that he keeps him trom Kr 

lutions that are in the world chrough luſt, » on 
when 


J— — —_ 
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whert hedonbrs whether he all Have a portiott 
g thoſe thirareTindificed, » Hertid is 
thep of | the Devil, tot that he 
m*n exptive, whiteſt he' hich honours and plea» 
ſhrevro-beſtow or rheth , but chat he can make 
them to hold faſt cheir fins, when Gods j 
merits have laid Nold of them incheir ſins, God 
eh of foch 'nor withoue ſome 2dmiration, 
m0; 4.6. 1 bavt ſmitten you this aud thas, yet 
Have ye not returned #mto me, Cath tbe Lord, And 
he (4s 2 brand Tr Ahaz, _ be 
more iy the day of his t 
28.  Dikevitnte ” h— 
thinkfeſt, when he 1m any'to hold their fin 
in the midſt of renc2rivn 14 6 
Chriſtiah is the worktnanſhip of God] 
Heated: in Chriſt Jeſus unco badd wer ks, bur 
ih fone dorh his eternal power fo evidently 2 
#$in ſuch : God doth even boaſtof ſach, 
2.3. The Lord ſaid wnto Satan, Huſt this not con- 
fidered my ſervant Job, that there us none like him 
in the earth, a perfet# and uprieht man, one 
that feareth God and eſcheweth evil ; and fill 
he boldeth faft bu i win. #4 alrhoueh thou mo- 
vedſt me ateinſt bim to deftroy him without cauſe, 
And as tus power 7 vr oy ving them in 
their low condition, h tis patienct in bear- 
ing with all cheir froward and pafſtonare thougy) 


— — —— ——_— eo — 
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En 7 
Ia, 41. 17, When the ſerk water, 


ind thert & none, ahd their rowyee faileth for! 
thirft, 1 the Lord will hear them, I the God of 

act will not fron : Iwill wen rivers ih 
high places, and fountains inthe midſt of vallits, 
that they may ſee, and know , and conftder, and 
and togerher , thit the hand of the Lord 


iTetted it. | 

[ Corrollary,] Seeing God may have all rheſe 
gracious and holy ends in withdrawing from us 
the light of his connrenance, and ſaffering us 
to in the dark; it wil not become us to 
charge = rages” - =_ yer hard 
thoughts bf him, 4s if be bad forgatten to 

Four, or as if bis truth and Fucthfalar 
teaſed for v6rr 7; fach thoughts will beti 
they were the very thoughts of David, Pfal. 
but we muſt chile our ſelves for them 25 he did 
ver.10, * 1 ſaid, this is my infirmity, but I will 
« ,emember the years of the right hand of the moſt 
* High, As alfo hedothin another Þlalm, 22. 
after he hid complained, wtr,n, My God, my 
God, why haſt thou forſaken me? he proceeds, 
But thou art holy, © thou that inbibiteſ the Prat 
ſes of Iſrael, This is the conclofion we muſt 


£7 4- 
were 
for 
77 


bath done this, ad Yhe holy One of Iirael bath || 


hold, | 


{ ——— 
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| 


| to lay 
'T hall do,bue yer briefly. | 
|. I. The ſmalniſs and littlenefſs of ſome mens 


ſhall ſee he that can wait is b 

be aſhamed of his co or h 
waa ſecond part of the 
ofike fours fill behind 5 What ave 7 
qzeſtion. ws cauſes that do procure the want 
of Aſſurance. ' 


relating 
me 


On ——— 


ca 
ſomething co this part of che queſtion alſo, 


grasts is the cauſe why they do want Aſſurance, The' 
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Kingdom of God within chem being but as a 
in of Muſtardſeed, which" is the leeft of all 
ſeeds 'tis-no wonder they ſee ic notg the rooc 
of the matter being but-ſma!l, and covered over 
with many ſinful infirmicies, 'ris not ſtrange that 
they are-noc. ſenſible of ir, _ I muſt not fo far 
contradi& experience, as to ſay that God doth 
never make the time of converſion, when grace 
is comparatively bur ſmall , a time of fe ings 
he did ſo uſually in the firſt preaching ot the 
Goſpel, for then men comming out of groſs 
darkneſs into marvellous light, and turning from 
ſerving dumb Idols to fcrve the living God, 
their muſt needs be of eaſter obſervation 
then it is now, when perſons having ſucked in 
Chriſtian Religion with cheir mothers milk, corn 
onely from a careleſs, to.a more diligent way of 
ſerving the tras God : And b:ſides, Religion | 
had then nothing to commend it to mens affe- 
Rions, bur onely irs own beauty and lovelineſs ; | 
but now that Xings and 2ucens vouch[afe tobe 
wnts 1t nurſing fatherry and nurſing mothers, we 
cannot have (© | 


ictle ground of ſaſpeRting our un- | 

| ſincerity as might chey, who did no ſooner make 
conteſhon of Chriſt. but they became the filth 

and off-[couring of all things, Yea gven intheſe 
«| days, it-pleatech God ſomerimes, after great 
\egal humiliations, ro let in ſome hope whileſt | 
Bs race! 


F 


gw_— 


| 
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race is bur low, leſt his- creature ſhould be 
wallowed up of ſorrow : However, u 
a little faich, as to. any ferled laſting comfort, 
as no faith, and time with weak Chriſtians: 


incerruption , that it -cannot eaſily be knows 

whether they be the fruits of common or ſpecial 
race, ; 

y Obje#. Bur cannor the Spirit of God foirrs 

dizre the very leaſt meaſure of grace, as to make 

ic viſible, and ſo rhe ground of Affurance, 

Anſw. ,No queſtion, the Spirit can ſo do; 
bur wz now enquire net what he can do, but 
what we _ doth : and chis may ſafely be 

$ Spirir doth not uſually witneſs 
ro thoſe who have attained to the leaſt meaftire 
of ſavin2 grace, and muſt necefſarily by rheit! 
frequent failings and tranſgreſſions make mach 
work for an accuſing conicience '* nor ind 
do I fee, that ic wculd be for the advantageof 
leſs obedient and exa&t Chriſtians, rohave Aﬀe- 
rance z rather it might beger in them ſecuriey 
2nd pride, fins to which novices are/prone, 
0b jolt. 


= I es nt its 


———— 


objef., Isit nor aid, Gal..4.6. Brcauſe ye are 
ſons, (God: hath ſent the ſpirit of his op 3 your 
brarts, crying abbs, father? Andit the Spirits 
emooldning to Cry. Abba father, be givento ſons 
becuaſe they are ſons, then ie may be thought 
to belong to all ſons, evennery born babes, who 
are as truly ſons as choſe who are moſt groxnin 
grace, 

Anſw, Some to avoid #his difficulty, do not 


rendred, and a very tair ſenſe given of the words $ 
vis, the Spirits being fenc into their heartsgcry- 
ing, Abbs father, was an evidence that (they 
were ſoos;. buc let itbe rendred, . as by moſt ir 
is, becauſe ye are ſons, yet it muſt be granted, 
that by {ons here, arc tobe underſtood, nor all 
whoarebotnagain, norall whoare no baſtards, 
but onely fuch ſons as have ceaſc:d to be chil- 
dren, and areno longeÞ wnder tutors and gover- 
nors, ſuch as have reccived the adoptionot ſons x 
ſach are nor thoſe Chriſtians of whom we are 
gow fpexking ; for though they be delivered 
from the obtervation of che Ceremonial Law, 
yer are they as —_— and Carnal as thoſe 
who were in 'boncagetoir, 

obje, Doth not this put che-poor newly 
converred Chriftian into concinual doubts and 
fears, and ſtrike at the very root of all his hopes 


and comforts? I 2 A, 
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render #r1, becauſe, but, that ; and ir may be ſo 


| 
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| nſw. Weare not creators of comfort, but 
onely diſpenſers, we cannot make an eafter.or 


<< — . - 


 ſpeedier- way to Aſſurance then Chriſt 'hath 
made, nor can we approve of, or ſo much 

excuſe thoſe who do ſnatch at comfort bef 

they be meet for ir, It is ſufficient, thar we can 
aflure all, chat Chriſt hath purchaſed remiffion 
of fin for them, upon his own terms, the recei- 
ving of him as Prophet, Prieſt, King, and that 
| all who repent are juſtified in the ſighr of God, 


and that in due ſeaſon their own conſciences ſhall 
juſtifie them alſo and that Chriſt w;ll not break 
the braiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoaking flax; 
and thar 'ic cannot be that the itul God 
hould condemn thoſe who tremble at his Word, 
and lie at his feer , enquiring the Law at his 
mouth, and grieved atinothing more then that 
they cannot yield perfe* and compleat obedi- 
ENnce unto 1t, 

11, Another Reaſon why ſo many want Af- 
furance, is becauſe they ſeek not for it with fo 
much diligence as a matter of that nature requires, 
yome little pains they will rake ro find our the 
marks ot ſincerity , and ſome hetle rime th 
wi'l fpend in comparing their hearts with thoſe 
marks ; but they will not continue the great du- 
ty ot ſelt- examination till the matter be brought 

ro 


_—_—I 


though nor juſtified in their own conſciences| 


{away and preſently forget what manger of per- 
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to ſome iſſue; they will not behold their taces 


in the glaſs long enough to beger in themſelves 
a true notion or Idea of themſelves, bur'go 


| 


ſons they were, How few are there whom we 
can perſwade at a night to catechize their own 
ſouls, to criticize onthe actions of the day paſi? 
| How few that can be prevailed with to.ſpend any 
proportionof time in Cloſer-deyo- 
tions yet berter may we expect eminent $kill 
in the moſt abſtruſe Arts and Sciences without 


| 


great labour, then 


Aſſurance without 
all morally poſſible ſedulity, Wherefore, the 
rather give diligence to make your calling and 
elettion ſure, 2 Per, 1.10, Give the more dili- 
gence, (O the Old Tranſlation, Indeed, the 
making of calling and eleQion ſure doth deſerve 
all diligence, and require all diligence, it is nor 
4 lictle diligence that will ſerve to find out the 
manifold ſubtilties of a deceittull hearr, nor a 
little diligence that will fruſtrate the devices of 
Satan, who will not fail to joyn himſclf with 
carnal reaſon, and to beget in us hard thoughts 
of God, Pſal.63.1,2, 0 God thou art my God,tar! 

will I ſeek thee : My ſoul thirſteth for thee my Aefb | 
longeth for thee,in 4 dry and thirſty land, where no | 
water is To ee thy power andthy glory,ſo 45 I have | 
ſeen thee ip the ſanfFuary, Like care and delire ex- | 
I 3 preſſed | 
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preſſed the Spoule in the Canticles, to recover 
the fight; and to her appreheafion, loſt loveol 
Chri 2 Cant.3.1,2, . 

Objeet, It this be ſo, VWhart ſhall become gf 
thole thetare poorinthe world, who have but 
liccle rime ro ſpare trom the duties of rheir par- 
ticular calling , either for the reading of 
Word, or communing with their own hearts? 
Can mane of theſe have a ſenſe gf Gods love? 
muſt they perpecually lie under doubrs and fears 
about their eternal ſtate * | 

Anſw, God forbid I ſhould fo ſay, God hath 
choſen the poor of this world, rich in faith, and 
beirs of the Kingdom, which be hath promiſed us 
them that love him, Jam 2,5, Butthereisno 
good man fo poor, but he will find ouc ſome 
conſiderable proportion of time to mind the 
ſtare of his foul in: God giveth unto all ſuch a 
contented mind, which makes them they do not 
defire much, nor make haſtero be rich, he gi- 
yeth anto them alſo wiſdom and prudence, r- 
which they can husband their opporrunities (0 
as to keep them(ſclves trom beggary, and yet 
pive as many viſits unto God as they cothat 

ave abundance, Befides, what our Lord 
Chriſt cetermined in the caſe of the Widow,that 
the two mites ſhe threw into the treaſury, was 
more thenthe much caſt in by the rich, becauſe they 

. / 
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did caſt in of their abundance, but ſhe of her want 
did cat in all that ſhe had, even all her living, 
Mar. 12, 43,44. holds rue herealſo :''the poor 
mans hour is more then the rich mans-rwo 
hours, becauſe his hour is all that he cantell 
how to redeem from the neceſſities of nature 
and. relations, and therefore he ſhall be fo ble(- 
ſed and affifted by God: in' chat hoar, - that he 
ſhall —_— comfortable truics of the Spi- 
rit, as thoſe who can (pare a far greater propor- 
tion of time, 

II, Some do want Aſſurance through the ignorance 
that is in them, 2 Cor.13,5, Examine your ſelves 
whether ye be in the faith, prove your own ſelves; 
Know ye not that Chriſt is in you except ye be «Jn 
wol,void of | ment, 'Tis onely tor chem that are 
of full age, that by reaſon of uſe have their ſenſes 
exerciſed to diſcern betwixt good and evil, Heb.5. 
14. therefore the Apoſtle prayeth, Phil. r. 9, 
That their love might abound more and more in 
knowleds, and in all judgment, that they: might 
approve things that are excellent, or that they 
nught diſcern things that differ, as it is in the 
margin of our preſent tranflation , and in the! 
text of che former : let but any diſcoorſe with 
the generality of crdubled Chriſtians , he ſhall 
find that many of their doubts had never been, 
if when they had firſt -given themſelves up to 

I 4 God, 
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, they bad then alſo given themſelves up r9 
ſome judicious and pious Paſtor, -that would 
have been at pains well co inſtruc them inthe 
Articles of Religion, in the firſt principles oft 
Oracles of God : ſome miſtakes they ſucked i 
when firſt they began co be ſerious, which made 
them ever after to fear where no fear was, H, 
their eye been ſirgle, their whole gy rs = 
of light , but their eye being evil, their whole 
was full of darkneſs, and they conld never know 
whither they went, Three errors eſpecially 1 
have obſerved ſome unskilfal in the word of 
righteouſneſs to have ſucked in, which have oc- 
caſioned unto them much perplexiry. 

1, Error hath been about the terms and comdi-\ 
tien of the Covenant of grace : they make more 
neceſſary to their acceptation with God, then 
God ever made, though their hearts be fp 
ſeck the Lord God of their fathers, yet becauſe they 
are not cleanſed according 10 the purification of the 
Sannary ; though their works are done in 
ſincerity, yer becauſe they have not been found 

them to be full and perfeR, therefore have 

drawn fad and dreadfal concluſions againſt 
themſelyes: Ask them whether they do not be- 
lieyetche truth of the Goſpel, and wherher they 
do not - heartily conſent that Chrift ſhould: be 
theirs,. and they his, they dare not deny it z yer 
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will. 
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| will they not be comforted, ! becauſe they ſups 
| faith to be quite another thing, a fum 
| (wafion that they are already ;juſtified, Ask 
' them whether it-be not their hearty and earveſt 
be and "——_ ro =_ the whole Law 
of Cliiſt, '] anſwer, t ope it is, and 

| put away from themſelves all the comforts har 
| priviledges of the Covenant, becauſe they find 
[1n themſelves many finſul ſoggeſtioens of che 
| fleſh, or becauſe it is not with them as it is with 
ſome others : as if the condition of the Cove- 
| nane were perfeR and unſinning obedience, and 
not ſincere obedience, or as it all Gods children 
were of the ſame ſize and ſtature, | Hence ſad 
dreadful complaints are made by men, that 

do not believe, nor obey Chiiſt, when yerie 
manifeſt they do believe and obey, y they 
are miſtaken in their notion about the nature of 
Faith and Evangelical obedience,” 

2, A conceit, That all who are converted, muſt 
needs know when they were converted, and by 
what means, and how they wete converted z 
whereas with ſome, The Kingdom ofsGod is as if 
4 man ſbould caſt [eed into the ground, and ſhould 
ſleep, and riſe day and night, and the ſeed ſhould 
{pring and grow up he knoweth not hew, Mar 4.26 
27. As for knowing the time of Converſion, l 
am ſo far frem judging it to be neceſlary to all 
| Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, chac'I chink ic is in 2nordinary way 
impoſſible to any Chriſtian > Thoſe indeed 
whoſe lives have 'been ſtained wich enormous 
crimes do ufually know when they firſt beg1n to 
be reclaimed; and what were rhe thorns with the 
which their ways firſt were hedged up ;, but =_ 
they ſhould have what was the Ulrmun now 
of the Old Man , and the Primwm efſe of t 
New Man y how they ſhould underſtand the 
nick of time in; which chey' ceaſed ro be na- 
eral, and began to be ſpiritual, withour ſome 
foch affiſtance 28 is not uſual, I conceive nor, 
Yer even in this particular a deladed heart hath 
tarncd oy yh ſo that they cannot deliver them- 
ſebver, and Is there not @ lit in my 
bend? Men 2% nor be held long in ſuch a ſnare. 
as this, if they did not pin their Judgments on 
the ſleeves of ſome well meaning Teachers, all 
whoſe diates they (wallow withour confi der1- 
tion, 

2. Some are hugely tormented becauſe - 


miſtake themſelves about the way of working A 
—_—_ artd about the nature of Aſſurance : They 
have thought that Aflarance +15 wrought by 
ſome vocal, or as it were vocal teſtimony of the 
Spirit, which is not ordinarily the way of work- 
'ing Aſſarancez and they think, thar ſo ſoon as 
hey be afſur ed th icy muſt ne:ds be void of all 


|» 
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| The Spirles Offie towards Believere, 125 
fears, 2nd filled wich all joy in believing: hence, 
when' have Afurance; they complain 
one bus this »s tifikes for glori- 


«T 


ous and raviſhing Joy is aſe ccident from 
Aſſurance, not yer doth Afurance exclude ll 
ing and: fear, but onely ſach-doubring and 


4-7 iofideliry and reigning h ypo+ 
e = 
IV. Some-zre kept from Aflurance, 
they do, keep the Devils counſel, \ and bury 
donbts and frars about their condition in" theis 
mw boſoms, which they ought-to diſcover ants 
others. This is moſtly the condition of thoſe 
who are peſtered with the hoyrabilia de Deo, but 
terred with blaſphemous thoaghts, or witht 
cations to uncleanneſs,ctheſe d1ſhonourable a 
ſome workings of ſoul they are unwilling to 
make known ; hence they are like unto the trow- 
bled ſea that cannot reſt, but is continually caſting 
wp of mire and dirt, 7 Women when in their 
pangs ſhould not ſend for the Midwile to deliver 
them, how tew would not miſcarry ? 1t Stu- 
dents ſhould never have recourle unto their Tu- 
tors to ſolve their doubts, how little would be 
cheir proficiences And muſt not they who will 
not make uſe of the help and affiftance'of cheir 
{ſpiritual Guides and Teachers, go much abour, 
and ſtay longer under bondage, and in the Pace 
0 


——— 
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of bringing forth of children then they needed 
elſe ro do* There are ſome, ts whom God hath 
wen the tongue of the learned, that they may 


75.4 fame whom Gul ak enefenk 


yougy TT” 


.—— 4 


in the Canticles, ch, g. verl, 3,4. after ſhe had 
enquired of the Watchmen, Whether they had 
ſeen him whom ſbe loved, had not paſſed farr but 
the found him, But chen perſons muſt make 
conſcience of dealing plainly and truly with 
thoſe who do watch over their ſouls: which I do 
therefore ſuggeſt, becauſe it is too uſual with 
thoſe that are troubled, nor faichfully co relate 
where the ſhooe vincherh chem, but with the 
Lapwing to make the greateſt noiſe when they 


are 
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The Spirits Office towards Believers, 125 
are furtheſt off from the neſt, © Moſes was trou- 
bled that God ſhould think of ſending him into 
' Feypr, and he would needs make as if his ſtam- 
mering uneloquene were the cauſe of his 
loathneſs ro go about that meſſage, Exod.4.10, 
| burthe crach Moſes had killed 'an Egyptian; 
| and he was afraid leſt if he ſhould go into 
t, there might be there who would require 
tor bloods and therefore when God had 
ſatisfied him, That all the men were dead who 
| his life, verſ, 19. he takes his wiſe and 
|children, and without more ado ſets himſelf co 
returnto the land of Feypr. 
+ 'V. Some do keep ſelves under: doubts 
and fears' by joyning themſelves to wnmeet compa- 
. © There are that be carnal and ſenſual, the 
[diſcourſe of fach muſt needs be ro ſuch as are in 
trouble, bur as the continual dropping of rain 
'on ſmoaking flax, 2, There be ſome godly 
Miniſters who have ſo accuſtomed themlelves 
to breath out thunder and lightning, that if they 
ſhould be reſorted to, t with che 
Watchmen inthe Canticles wound the love-ſick 
Spouſe, whom they ought to pity and comfort, 
3. There be alſo who daub with untempered 
morter z who in order to comforr, deliver fay- | 
ings worthy of all manner of acceptation, but | 
not faithful and true: How profitable are "_ 
words ?| 


_— — —_— 


— 


words? Ba what dothe arguings of ſuch men 
aviils They wilb nor (do {o much pood while 
theyare ſuppoſed to have a foundation in Scrip- 
ture; as they mauſtneeds do- miſchief when 
afe apon examination found 20-bebuile on the 
ſands, 4. Therebealfo who do love in all plas 
cesand companies to be ing of their enjoy» 
ments, to be relling great things 
have dene for God, and Gad'for chem, of 
F could ſcarcy ever bring-my'\ſelt ro have any 
charitable opinion; for t a gqod-man may 
ſomecrimes lawfully glory, yer will he never do 
ſo, bur when he is by ueavoidable neceſſity pur 
it foro do, '2-Cor,12;1,0. But liſtnot 
now-<o diſpure the Lawfulne(s orgalawhulneſs of | | 
commenting a mans ſelf 5 expedient doubrleſs 
itis, not to glory before choſe who have the ar- 
rows of the Almighty ſticking in them , rather | 
weſhould ſpeak ro ſuch of the" infirmities we 
have felc, ordo feel, leſt we hould diſcourage 
them. 5. Burt that company which troubled 
clouded fouls domoſt affect, (and yet whichis 
as unto themasany) is the company 
of ſuch as are as much dejected as theraſelves, | 
bur 2s drunkard-did never-grow ſober by con- | 
verſing wich "drankards, nor ignorant perſans | 
ever grow more knowing by communion wich 
thoſe who were no wiſer then themſelves, fo 
| nor 
| 


. 


| The Spirits Office towrds Believers, i +5 
nor- can deſponding Chriſtian grow morecom- 
apart xory Lowp toſuch as are equal- 
ly caft down with if; — A means 
Nd. nd hard hongher epoch of Go 

cd, es 0 who 
Cs love; Converſe in (uh caſes thould 
be with thoſe whoſe conſciences 'do make thetn 
a continual feaſt, who are ſober' and judicious; 
and. will handle = broken or diſ-joymed bone 
with the ſpirit of meckneſs, G«.5, 1, whobe- 
ing not ignorant of Sarans devices, will ſee that 
they be not overwhelmed with ſorrow, 2 Cor. 
2,7,11, 

VI, Aperverſe, diſpmting, quarrelling , ca- 
villine humor , binders many ance. 
The breaſts of Conſolationdo then ſarisfie when 
we putthem to 6ur mouths and fuck at them, 
'the Word of Promiſe doth profic us when' it is 
mixed with Faith, If in ſtead of receiving of 
it believingly, and medcirating on it delightfully, 
| we.put it away from us as not- belonging ro ns, 

no hover ſhall we receive from ir, Whileſ 
che unregenerare condition continuerh, the De- 
vil will afiſt men what he cxn to thruſt by and 
put off any thing that might beger in them the 
leaſt diſtruſt of chemfelves ; bur when they are 
once begotten again by the Reſurrection [of 
Chiiſt from the dead, he will beſtir himſelf as 
much 
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[1.88 The Spirits Office towards Believers. 
[mach 2s may be to make them pauſe apon one- 


ly chat which is apt to cauſe fear and 
and not once to mind any thing that hath t 
leaſt cendency to comfort and quiet them, Thus 
; jt agg yr 77. My' ſore runs in 

; on, my ed to be comforted, 
Neve: had Moderator in the Schools m_—_ ado 
to ſtop the mouth of a wrangli iter, 
then Miniſters uſually have to filence the rea- 
onagy of ſome. people. againſt themſelves, 
they ſeem to have ſearched the Devils whole 
Armory, to find out weapons to hight againſt 
their own peace z not one place of Scripture 
ſounding terrour, but they have it in a readineſs, 
not any one harſh expreſſion ever dropped from 
=opes or lip of wy n—_—_ Divine in order 
to the a 0 


—_— 1! ſingers, but t 

have it at their An and will u'ge K 
plead itto the full, © Read the ſpeeches of trou- 
** bled ſouls recorded in Scripture, eſpecially Fob 
* and the Pſalexs, you will eaſily obſerve there 1s 
* ſomething more theo ordinary Rhetorick ia 
wy he that ſhall deal with any ſuch now, 
*« ſhall alſo find it ſo, yea, he ſhall fiad chemin 
*{ome matters,to reaſon above and beyond thar 
* natural parts, ſo as one can ſcarcely need any 
* other argument to confirm him that there is a 
« Devil,who hath bur heard and impartially con- | 


*{1dered' 
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| * and not atall ro.cheevil pirir, ( wha loy 


© perſPicagews bn judicto 


gs mt AM 
«rein vation, - 274, if >the 
eſpondebas, quacunque adferchantsr 
bg, agebuque in conrariam parte mag- 
of”  rgumentoram &. adimirayds 
* rations jmptre. Nyhil potait adeo apte propo- 
wi, mibil. 14m accompmoda;e adferri, quod nov 
ors wehrefelleret argwtiſeinne, vel eluderct, calli- 
* diſchmne, vel &folveres promptiſcime, ſepes In- 
E p74 merp ſums cogitavi,s cum nequaguam fuſe its 


oh a6company 
dechu ul aa ohh + 
*Þib in craubled waters , and 19, j \ himſelf 


*t0 ha againſt himſelt, ) would rather, (hew 


AS an aſſiſting forme to him that ſers himſelf J 
on Xo 3 
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low wy Can irbs wowdred cha ets fk J 
0" mourning and i of! 
rs if ep nn needs (hot opt % 


of can it _ 
| ous, _—_ —  _ 
K hat ever ; 


| Sr tne od 

b Ai ; who come or wh Goth oreney ay 

b honour wellech ; Re CE SO 
datk;" , ihd'viill or opeis their xyes:&'behold 
al oh, mem needs be m + 

(ad OR, w will aot-draw water owt of the 


© £2800 well 
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wells of ſatvation'to quench their thirt, Yer 
Erna wits fe be- 


eee he ethe Then 
do waſt the Candle of the Lord, the Wormsthar 
cat op :he hidden Manns, the. Veils ther hide che 
new Name from onr eyes, .- Ai Canſcence truly 
tender is/ rhe ficteſt ſabjedbg receive the ſeal 
of the: Spirir,- (crupalous Conſcience isa 


other furfeiting the Soul. | 
obj. Bur can any one give God too mach 
K 3 time, 


hh rt. ) HR & y ” OC 


ence; and we do fo, as oft as'we ſuffer irq 
juſtle our 'al}, or any of the reſt; The 

ot oat Callings are: the ſervice of God, when 
done in obedience to his Command, and wich 


thou maiſt be in the next-moment *' He 
muſt 'be anſwered, That obeying God ſets no 
one nearer Hell : and chat thoughpraying be in 
inf better then any eicher nararal © civilad 
on, yer he chat. commanded 'ir, commanded 
them-alfo, and theretore they alſo are in their 
feaſon to be done, The Devil hath that foul 
at aCvantage enough, whom he can perſwade 
either noc to pray, or140 Co nothing but p! wo 
| VIIL T 
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ch Bll 

he hides his face goof them? 

and ſay, 1s it peace ? "chey muſt al 

peu, long as thou liveſt in | 
known bodir> pager yank owns + 

A doubes an fears are begotten upon fin, ei- 


K 3 


lpm cher wn == [ 
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wt ſacrifice 
| New lavabis ut rem drvinam facies? | 


Queſt, ys, What are the Motives or A 


whileſt.ic_is uncertain whether ir ſhall ſtand © 
tall when -it.oomes>to-give zi agcannce of all it] 
bach dove. in.che body. Bur gow. be that: is] 
come-to a-certainty-aboat his eſtate, he can'sot 

7 nat be aftajd of death, buic :alſodedire ir; | 
and y pleaſe himſelf in che Fore-thoughe 
ol. ir, -yea, though icbenort a narural buta vide! 
lent death, . Read/the. Book ot-Martyrs, :and 
you will chink chat our Witneſſes t9 Truth 
did: evencomplement with their Torments, and 
lie down 1n the devouring flimevas nierrily 2s 
if they had bogs _ ook _ the 
Scriptures, and you. wa StPal, 2 Ti 
6,78, exu'ring in the rhoughes of his ack 
ing violence catfolutiony - 7 am now ready ts be of- 
fered, andthe time of ney deparinxe w_at hand: 


1 have fought «goed fi 1 have finifbed my 
courſe, 1 have kept the faith. x there 
i laid wp for mr « crown of ri e which 
the Lord the rightcoks Fadge | 
and not 19 me onely, bntrunto all that 

ag. - Ar another\cime indeed 


— {ms ſtrait, not:hnowing what to: defire, whether 
to abide inthe fleſh, Sb eine, Bios ng 
p, | A bue 


_— 
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all chings here bclow ,/ ſuch the 
excellencies of the glory of the other world, 
that it a man had. bur a poſhbilicy of 
ke thoſe ; and doubele, the Soul when i 
-- if 
heareth of the: Jewel of great price, doth ad- 
venture all co buy ir, bet iatraupeatrcia) 
ty that it ſhall ever aAually have agd enjoy it”: 


I 


— — 


nh hc ante ibs the worlds a 
its ro-overcome » 

nm nary ——— 

to themſelves from envying 

perity of che wicked, reacy they are ever and 
anon to cry. out, | I» vain heve me waſhed our 

58 1nnoccner, —_ te 
| day long , ready to equeſtionings 

rings, whether chey pit arr apr 
racked cich the Wet es 
| pincls as ir can afford : drach in nomnd, 
Faith feen 2nd fele, eafily keeps under all 
{carnal arguings, and ſo ſatisfies 2- man in the 
|choiet chac heharh made, Cn ew 
and-{nſpicious leſt che World ſhould gain too 
macton his heart, and in the abundance of all 
things rejepceth as. af be rejoyced not, and in che 
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12 Cor.1,22, 2 Cor, 5.5, Epbeſ, 1,13. the 
[word aſedin Al choſe three places, and nowhere| | 
aſe in all the New Teſtamenr,js (as all acknow- 

_— Hebrew extra@hon, and with the | 
ews is a word of- promiſe and engagement, 

in bargains, 05pm yor 1 rrp | 
_ . . 


hchis Spirit may &s Tir» $022 63 was]de dnjfer, 
in St, Chryſafome's phraſe, No wonder that 
Ihe who hath chis earneſt of the true riches can 
part with the unrighteous Mammon, nowons | 
> oum——_—— 
can 


. | ok onraphrmecnnnt wy ie Ceres -»! 

- | negd he be caſt down that (ome do brand him 
[by Gre She ear for ane 
y t ſealed 2-409 71 21,06 
ochers call) kim a Tobias and Sevbalic, fo 
at he iv aſſured that he | pany wy 
as are building Babel and riotiS5ow? - © Tigbe- 
C gives bur. adark ceſtimppy, 
that we are ſo diſquiered. with :yhe railings af 
thoſe whoſe tongues are fer. op fire from 
Were we bat once ſure chat ;weare nor; the mg 
we are repreſented to be,” we wight theo 
incur reproaches, and efteemchem f 


great rack 

| knowing "that. hey ſhall- work WI, | 
good, and that they are the batiges of our Som 
ip, and that-chere is a time corning wbenour 
righteouſneſs! hall ſhine our: as! che ie be. pas] 
the month of every adverſary beſtopped, _ 
t, 24. 


ts 


Falbey 8215; to ſend us ro God with 
ch « | as then we wan 
us reſt 


: 
* 2% » ' 
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þ by 


if there had been 60 veriance betwize ws 
may then ſure conve wi 40thet 


his locks 
he indeed 
| þr. gpm 
| prevailing. uh 

'not'f fs herhathath loſt rhe witneſs of 
'rit; way think co-10ub up his! graces, 


witty 2s mnch life and 'bol 2s form 

Gd," bar he thai find himſelf! ies. Rs 

ever weaknath Evidence, weakneth" Prayer * alfs; | 
| Fary P ih 
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[cow nadeabral b 
| his 


| Bread and drinks the Wine, he-doth but rouch 


once obrained, are read and medirated,on with | 


o 


'nefits thence - whois that be 

= 
at the Sacrdmental Table is bawa 
his fitting with Chriſt in the King- 
dom of his Father * 'and char when he cats tHe 


and caſte of- thzt wich che fuller meals w 

he muſt be farisfied-co all Ecernity-- Yea; 1 
Laws and Commandements which tormerly 
ſeemed burthenfome, will, Aflarance once gain | 


| beraccounted nor- gtievous, byt caſte and | 
etful; becauſe a mm hen feels that Jove in 

his which u the fulfilling of them, yea, the 
very threarni — 700g ps of the Law, which | 


before Aſſurance cannot but makethe hear ex- | 
ceedingly -to quake and / tremble, Afſli ance 


the ore,” becauſea man knows him- | 
ſelf h faich in Chriſt to bedelivered from 
chem, pn yg oy og 
goes up and down fearing leſt every place of 
Scripeure he meets with dk ton but. it | 
is a very Heaven on Earth, .whea a \man can 
look on all things contained in Scripture as his | 


[* Gods, To ſuch a one, if ro any other, 
L 


own 7 when hecan ſay, Whether it be the world, 
or life, or death, or things preſent, or things to| 
come, all are mine,” and 1 ami Chrifts, Cee + 

| 


Statutes | 


an Ai 4 A —_— 
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 ricual $oogs, « rouſeth 
re yn. and bear a. partin ſpi 

| - 103, 1,2, 3, Or, 

pry uv lip pre re 4 
| x p<n 
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Werches, who ſanefiery 


| my 
Balls, Way; 

bet a man be {116fie eds bi ir wit nwake 

wp6t? $&frers ro det #part; 


F.18,194 3 


vI.. Aſſarance will 
is parts and atfs, 


fron! Chrift his Lord ; one fmile of his coun- 
rendnce on a finful ſoul not Fiardned, not affeep; 
isenough to make it weep rivers of rears becaule 


futtber Repiwbainee' in but; 


x. For Sorrow 5 Nothing fooner rheles | 
the heart the! # bean from the Suri off 


bn yn ng n6ching ſooner fertds' 4 man out | 
ith Peter bo weep bitterly 5 hers a love look | 


| 
| 
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ic hath tranſgreſſed his Laws, There is 2 fe} 


| 63. That thou maiſt remember, 
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148 The SpiritoOffiee towards Believers. 
penting ſataw forg.y 
1h pads of un: ob rang y.the | 
will xo the' contrary. ),\us _ 
honed lar may vi is that which he is | 
h places of Scriptures called co :- bur therg| 
a repenting ſorrow = from: par 
nf erage iy Y.quenche 
the motions of {o u 
exp ploy 46 Eng - 
d mouth 
A ba me he He 


haſt done. - This may ſeem an harſh 
phancaſtick dream to ſome, bur + apy 5 


are ia. ear pan why opts wa 
(52nd. and ataiclacg | 


2, lr alſo 6c wy: « in the for and rt6 


noutcing. of im.  They,zhat, are tiect with this 
cord of We will not eafily break. ir.;.7tis mace 


you know-the great 'avgravation of Solomons I 


dolatry; That he turned. from the Ged of U(rach,] 
that bad appeared to biwitwice, 1 King,n1,9, F 


manifeſtly implyech,..chas the mani 
Gods. love is not a ſpur 09 li cenuoulncls, be 2 


bridle rq keep from it, .Incerd they wha know. | 
their garmears to-be mace white 19.07. c blood of 
the Lamb, will not e:fily ſuffer\thea ro be] 


| o—_ —— 
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agaio | 


tehewed nature Il be} | 
tm with abhortence, 
w4ſuy then ? halle ton-| 
t prace hay Wound? God-forbid: | 
| 4 Wig a Hend 6 fin, CCB} lance 
therein #1 | - can —_— know chat our old 
man 13"; tog ethef with Chriſt that che 
body of fy t eſttoyed, ' ſerve ſinany lon- 
Joer# how ſhall we that bernartied ro! him who | 
+ raiſed from the 6 the dead} ink forth frvit to our 
erdead hysband 7 We doloye0ur fins nNa- 
mall, fn Prong love cithe right eye," br right 
bet the ſerife of aPreiter 
love, De caribg 1 off, * or eo pull chem | 
bat 5 Nothing more-touſtrvins to Ne hicred 
of ſin, theiirhelove of Clitifty nothing makes 
#s hore to love him, then a ſenſe that he loveth 
ns, and tharavith an everldſiing love, 

VIIE- Aſſurance doth martvellouſly dead. n the 
bart rd peed, d1(putes and controverſies, ayd 
ſettle the hegre inthe trith; ind fortifie "tt againſt 
the ſubrilties of ſeducing ſpirits, T hey that can 
read the Law written on thetr hearts, do not dote on 


quefions and Wiſe of words,” but avoid profane 
L 3 bablines, | 


CE 
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ſor the lariifying of (A pRe, hey 


Ag A 
= all or Mag aw 
che” rp tom "3 wth ft 


x 69 be lan 1 re ae 


A, No: = en cannot anſwer any one 
hath ſuch a ſenſe of the 


of his 

| of rhe rhings #3aſt 
nd he the pv art frathed; thar he Done 
them td be but fallacies, and cares not mich, 
were it trot for othets ſake, whether they be e- 
| ok jo bm or no, fa eohdemined MalefaQor, 
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TR 
will Je who hath a ſenſe of his ich, 


led; and reſcued from. thoſe | 
with adverſaries, taking advancage fromthe 
———__ exp: effions of her fiiencs, had. loaded 


CT. 
PO 4s; fayeſt : _ TO hf niſtian* is this 
urance worth thy ſeeking atter, and praying 
for, or js it not? Wilt thou give ul dligence, 
to make thy calliog and election ſure, or wilt, 
thou Mill pur all ro the adyenture, and leave thy 
| eternal cobdicion at uncertainties * Merhinks, 
aſter {d many glorious effects of Aſſurance have! 
been opened, every one that nameth the name of 
Chriſt ſhould be reſtleſs cill he haye ir, and ſh-uld 
go from ordinance taordinance till he could ſay 
1 am wy belovids, andy beloved mine: Till 
he can ſee his nary wricten in the Lambs book! 
of life : till he e white ſtanc ig his hand; 
till he taſte the hidden Manna with, his mouth, 
and find the Spiric witneffing to bis ſpirit chat! 
he may be of good cheer becauſe that his fins are 
| a po pardoned | 
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others be rejoyceth to ſee. truth accurately hand- 
abſurdicigs 


be, were irnor\thae The fteſh Will alway: be 


drawing back nl , and framing \vbjedtions 
i reamdindeedilipence 


many: Progen-z06 Endea 


1 Objeft. Weave knownrhoſe who have glo- 
ies 'tpuch in'their Aſſurance; whoſe Afſurance' 
way never found to' produce. any-of rhe fore 
mentioned blefſed effects, © ' 1+ -* & 


have allo kaoire-rhoſs who-tavy | 


boaſted much'of theirgreat love xo Chriſt, "and' 
yer made no conſcience of keeping his Com" 
| mantdlements z, this did never mike me think" 
tha univerſal Obedience was not- the fruit” of 
Jaws. Love, bur onely thar' their Love was nor 
true: Semblably, when I obſewve any whoſay' 
they have Aſſurance, ſhewing forth their Aſi 
rance by none of the fore-mentioned blefled 
offeas, I conciade their 'Afurance to/ be 'the/ 
counterfeir Aſſurance” or ' carnal ' confidence, 
known commonly by the name of Preſumption, 
'tisto me ſo maniteft, that he who hath Aſſo-" 
rapce nil 


Tie Spirits Office rowalls Baifeds &F| 
d. 1wouldreheit fo grantedrhat-foit| 


—_— ———— >. oO OI RO” 


—— 


| 1, Beabove the tormenting fear of death, 
. 2. Deſpiſe 
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char whete 16nd noe chele; : 
there is no Aſſurance: and 1 would have all 
made aſe of wouy 


= Ps 


* 4s he hath i 
igis not wrought .in him by the Spirit of God, 
,Objef#_ Bur is it nor time 
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rite belorea man do depart.our of this workd he 


nance bereatet < Wi ic 


|! ffs. to-Suee be the makes this 


Scenpcures concerning the benefit 
elſe he would be hugely defirous 


Objeion 
h- got believe what 1 have been tet 


agit'£o wand it for one moment longer ic would | 


be death unto him, to be withour ir till dearh'} 


(eize of bam, 
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£, That 7 e true olid Aﬀurance tebt: 
intended in the f 51h a for b | 
L, I is. gecdleſs ro preſcribe any means for the 


-” gerting 


| 


airing of it 3:48 like ſome ill weeds, whickio | 
Naas hte well yr, do the Hasbandman whae || 
he will or cat; - Saran will both plane and 
eer; (and alſo give increaſe unto it; and ſo 


mong the'S a 
not the Gous : As- for Putrpny hath | 
killed its tea thouſands; it is the epidemical dif- | 
ſe, and ſtrengehens it (elf by almoſt every thing 
chat" we'can \ay' for the comfotring of the truly 
con{cience, | 
©'3," That for the attaining of Aſſurance there 
_ 6 | 
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ins peed hes any new Roles oonid be prefered, 


it-is 2 Gafull carioficy in I! 


and in Miniſters to adviſe to onely or chiefly thar 
IM over rhonghe, 0r'ogr elves 
or £0 account a Promile the leſs ſavoury, becau 
| another hath ſmelled to ir before them. -; In a 
| matter that almoſt all praQtical Diyines have 
handled, 1 ſhould ſuſpe& what is new and WW nor 
heard QF, and account that beſt which every one 
hath hiton: And ic hath been ſome rouble.ro 
|meto obſerve, x, how ſome have made ir-the 
whole drift of their Sermons, onely to lift up 
RO - Cd, wes 
ty 01 ene very ong not 
[more ſtand in need of a Nos ton bf 
dial, 2, how the very ſame men, through ade- 
bak deliver ſomething fingular , have gzoſt 
ſtrangely tortured Scriptures, -and;buile cher ng- 
tions upon ſuch looſe and illogical Coberences, 
ſach uncouch Tranſlations of the Origigal,, as 
' could nor fertle any.bur ſuch whoſe trouble was 
{cared onely in their fancy, 1 , | 
' .,3,, When all Diretions are groen and led, 
yet A{ſurance will not be had ordinarily, . but by 
\refle ing 0 the drift and conrſe, of our affettions 
and a«ttrons, He therefore that will not make 1 
fer and ſotemn buſiceſs of. ic ro examine his own 
| ſtate, 
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fog it: hw nk thould nee: 


| 2 more ealic and ſpeedy way te-combrr, 
then ein be goron the Principles of che Reform- 
od Religion, which afforcs no.comfort rothoſe| 
"who are not Chriſtrans as well as Proteſt ant, 
May we alway-hold. faſt theſe: Principles, kit 
God 
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* lution that obtained, - carnal ſorrow, becomes 
*ro all incents and purpoſes as effetual. as the 
* godly ſorrow working, repentance not to be 
> of, This is | Recepte/simuns alzorums 
© emnium axiom (not dogma) quod Sacramen- 
© rum ſuppleat ex opere operate defetFum contri- 
* tionis , faith Gregorius: de Y alentia,. di[put. 7, 
< queſt, $. de Contrit. punt#..3, Canany one de- 
- fre an eaſter Relicions It is bur, when a man 
* feels ſome ſorrow ariſing from a {lavidfearybe- | 
* raking himſelf ro 2 Prieſt, and fromhim receis | 
© ving Abſolucion, and then all old ſcores are cur, 
Ler me alſo add, That it. becomes us under | 
troubles more to defire grace then comfort, 
yea, not to deſire comfort upon any account ſo 
much as this, that the joy of the Lord. may be our 
ftreneth;, that being retreſhed with che oyl of 
gladneſs, we may the more eaſily and fwiftly 
run the wayes of Gods Commandments. Spi- 
ricual comfort is deſtred carnally, it not defired} 
in order to ſervice: Pſal.51,12,13, Reftore wnto| 
me the joy of thy [alvation, and uphold me with 
thy free Spirit y then will I reach tranſgreſſors thy 
ways, and ſinners ſhall be converted unto thee. 
By his free Spirit, the Pſalmiſt here mans his 
Spirit to ſet him free from the flaviſh fear, ei-} 
ther of God of Man ; which uſually. makes us 
\ weary of our lives, and yet horribly atraid to 
| M die [ 
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| 162 The Spirit-Offfce towards Believers, || | 
die : But whetefore doth he defire this free Spi 
rit * not that he be free from Gods fer- 
| thatbeitfig not in bondage through fear, he migt 
wittothersro the taith, that he might te able tof 
encourage others to walk before God in holi 
and righceoaſneſs all their days: he chat 
not his comitores co this end, doth but rarrith 
oraceof God into wantonneſs | 
2, Ago0d way to rain Aſſurance, i tobethank- 
ful for what we enjoy already. When Nath 
w3s induced to believe meerly becinſe he was 
cold bf his being under the tree, Chriſt was 6 
| pleaſed, that he promiſed him, -e ſhould ſee gres 
ter things then that,” Joh, 1.50, So when we art 
| thankful-tor the firſt dawmngs of lighr, God is 
. | fo well pleaſed with that thankfulneſs, chat he | 


canſeth our light co grow clearer and clearer t6 
the nooh' day, Phil, 4. 6,7. Be careful for no- 
thing * but in every thing by prayer and ſupplica- 
tion with thanksgrving, let your requeſts be maile 
Enown into God, and the peace of God which paſ- 
ſeth al #nderflending, ſhall keep your hearts and, | 
minds through Chriſt Feſw, To him thar is 
thankful for what he harh, ſhall be given, but 
from him who is notthanktal for whar he hath, 
ſhall be taken away even tht which he hath, 
| How cafy we more provoke God, then if we 
| Over- 
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| The Spirits Office towards Believers, 163 
over-look and deſpiſe all our mercies becauſe we 
| way nr. nnd 

to, Arp, op Storirtsg yet fo 
is God provoke! by bad men, and by good 

men. Though Hamas be by the King advanced 
| above all rhe Privces, yer all avails hm nothing 


ſo long as he ſaw Mordeeas the Jew (itting at the | 
4 | Kings gate, Heſt. 4. 13, and even the father of | 
the faithful urcterech words not much unlike, 
Gen, 15, God bids him not fear, for he wat his | 
ſhield, and exceeding great reward, Bat what| 
doth he reply? wv. 2, 3, What wilt thou give me 
ſeeing I go childleſs, and the ſteward of my houſe 
is this Eliczer of Damiicus ; and bebold to me thou 
haſt givennoJerd, and lo one born in my houſe is 
my heir, What wilt thou give me? Asit | 
had nothing to reward his Seryancs obedience 
with, bue Children £ as it he could not be ber- 
ter tothem then many heirs * 

| 0hj, If God (hould hide himfſelt from me in 
cemporals, I could, char hiding notwithſtanding, | 
be thankful for ſpirituals; Bur what have Ito| 
be thankful for, ſo long as I know not that God | 
loves me with a ſpecial peculiar love? "11vY 
A. 1s it nothing that thou art our of Hell,f 
that chou art kept from running into all excels}]* 
of rior, that thou art kept from laying violent | 
hands on thy ſc1t : nothing chat thou are born 
M 2 in| 
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in Emmanuels Land, that thou heareſt of the] 
covenane of grace ſure and well ordered in all || 
chings, that thou haſt Miniſters and Chriſtiqn: 
triends to help thee to Tay hold of this Cove- 
nant? nothing that the Spirit hath brought thee 
under convictions of ſin, and enclined thy heart 
to ſeek our after the Goſpel cures Surely, if 
thou canſt ſee nothing to be thankful for bur]; 
Affurance, if thou ſhouldeſt have Aſſurance it} 
ſelf, chou wouldeſt ſcarce be thankful for that, 
bur quarrel at ir, becauſe it is not clear enough, 
--— ron others have more of it then thy 
ell, 

3. He that wants A(ſnrance maſt believe till be 
feel that he believes, and put forth atts of love till 
he find that his love is ſincere and wnfeigned, Ii- 
ret as would be multiplied when we have not 
che comfort of reflex as, this is a rule given by 
all, and ſeems to be firmly grounded on that fa- 
mons place, 1ſa,50,10, He that walketh in dark- 
neſs and ſeeth no light, let himtraſt in the name 

the Lord, and ftay on his God, He that walk- 
thin darkneſs, and ſeerh no light, is in as com- 
fortleſs a condition as achild of God can be in, 
What is the way to bring him into the light | 
Even to truſt in the Name of the Lord , and 


roſtay on God : That is, he muſt conſider that 


Chriſt died for him, and that he 15 at le to ſave 


fo 
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| TheSpirits Office towards Believers. 165 Þ 
to the mitermoſt all that come to God through him: 
yea, and that he hath promiſed, if he come, not 
to caſt him ouc, and by expreſs commandment: 
hath made ir his duty to believe ; and in the 

th of theſe conſiderations, the Spirit af-| 
fiſting, to caſt himſelf-on him, and lay hold of 
him fo long: till he find be hath him; Thoſe | 
who make the being aflured that God is ours in | 
covenant, to be the onely, and the firſt ground 
of reliance on God, do by conſequence make all 


ng in vain, and bring unto as a new Goſ- 


\pel, For ſuppoſe I had todo withan Unbelie- 


| 
| 


ver, what ſhould I ſay to him ? that he doth 
not believe, till he is perſwaded that God is his 


in covenant with him £ Would not this be in 
effec co tell him, that he muſt die in his unbe- | 
lief « For how ſhould he come to know himſelt 
to be in Covenant © Shall I cell him, becauſe he | 
is elet* That cannot be known co him , nor | 
if it could be known to him, would ic be ſufhici- | 
ent to infer his being in covenant * for theelet, 
till renewed by grace, are the children of wrath 
as well as others, My buſineſs therefore is to 
convince ſuch aman, that if hedie in his f19s, he 
is undoneeverlaſtingly, and that his own righte- 
ouſneſs is ſo every way imperfect, that it cannor | 
anſwer the demands of the Law: I muſt alſo call 
upon him co meditate on the free and full offers | * 
M 3 of | 
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166 The Spirits Office towar ds Believers | 
of life and ſalvation that are made in the Goſj 
land ler him know that it is his duty cola 
of the hope that 1s ſer before him, and to ow 
ſuch kind of meditations with his prayers till he 
feel his heart reſolved to adventure hiraſelt an 
this borrom, But can anyone 'o dof? VV ichout 
grace he cannot z By grace he can, Aud {9 
did Fob, Job 13, = ET hs ſlay me, yet 
 treft in him. thoug 1 deſtituce at 
prefent of the Ru ot = tzvour, might re- 
member his former loving kindoetics, and wirh 
ſuch rcmemb: ances ſupport Iimietf, * 145 poſſible 
he might: but the (oulthat never had any tenſe 
of Gods love, may.come co this pitch of reſolu- 
tion, nay, to this pitch of reſolution it muſt 
come, For whatelicſhonldic do £ To continue 
in a natural condicicn brings Camnation inevita- 
bly, ger out of it by his own ſtrength no man 
can, Tell him what promiſes God harh madeof 
pardon, hee'l reply, that whatever is pro- 
miſed as to pardon, 1s ſuſpende:i ona condition, 
which condition he finds nor, Bur theo. cell 
him, there are abſolute prom-ſes wherein God 

,omilerh ro beſtow grace on the graceleſs, here 

is hope begias ro ſtir and revive, The Lord 
hath p omiſed co take away the heart of ſtone, 
and ro give an heart of Neth: Inthatpromiſe he| 
hath nor put my name, but neither hath he £x- 

cluded 
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cluded or-put me. out.z he may do ir for me as 
wands, therefore at his feet will I lie 


ng er: be unwilling he fhould 
ever _— Eaw and Sk, and = 
ther he-ever ſmile on me or no, (which yer 

have reaſon to. hope he will ), I il hereto o 
ther Lord or Maſter but himſelf, 2nd inthe uſe 
of all means will 1 wait on him, and look 
upto ham, tillhe write his law on my heare, and 
weve: fearinto my inward parts, And this leads 
me to fourth direction, 

4. Lit him that wants Aſſurance wait «pon God 
in the uſe of all good means, duties, ordinagces, 
till he ſhew his reconciled Conmenance ro him, 1 
lay all means, Cuties, &c. not onely becauſe the 
neglet of one may provoke God to rej- & our 
attendances on him 1n the other, bur alſo be- 
cauſe 'ris uncertain in which God will manitct 
himſelf 

1. Sometimes in Prayer he drops the oyl of 
gladneſs into the woundes ſpirit, and indeed in 
this duty as much asin any. Upon the Prayers 
of the Church Parrs bonds were looſed; and 
could the Church be brought to as inſtant ſer- 
ver prayer for her Coubting members that are 
faſt held under the chains of their croubleſome 
thoughts, we might find them ſooner delive- 
{jred, But as publick 5K have this advan- 
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168 The Spirits Office towards Believers, | 
that by them God is moſt honoured, ſol 
— e cloler prayers have chis advantage, that! 
by and in l hes 2,29 hath frer opporcaniti 
to ſpread all his doubts before God in all th 
particular circumſtances: Look on Devi 
a would think he yere not the ſame man 2: 
. beginning and end of ſame of his Pſalms, 
: fore Prayer, 2s full of fears as che night is 
darkneſs ; after Prayer, as-full' of confidence 
and comfort 2s the Sunis of light, If our doubes 
do not prevail ſo far as.t0 make vs leave 
praying, -ovr Prayers will prevail-ſo far as to 
makeus to leave off doubting, Of Hannebiris! 
laid, That after ſhe had projed her countenance 
As no more ſad, 152m, 1,18, Had we more 
praying, we ſhould neither have fo many jovial 
haners,nor ſo many dejected ſaints, 
2, Sometimes n the reading or heari of the 
word of God, a beam of light is let in that atters 
all doubts and fears. The Spint takes off the 
yeil chat is upon the Word, and the veil tharis 
= [on the heart, and then 2 man can mifincterprer 
** [the Scripture no. longer, histicle tothe Promiſe 
!s no longer obſcure, The Word, it is Gods, 
Power to Salyations, 'tis the inſtrument he ma- 
keth uſe of for the bepercing, ſtrengrhaing, | 
confirming of faith; ic anſwers all the objectians 
that carnal reaſon can raiſe againſt _ ws 
tulneſs | 
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fuldieſs or freeneſs of Divine Grace, Therefore 
when Peres been _ next door to 
deſpair,  b ing into this record of Gods 
love, th "ove met with that which hath re- 
covered their hope, and made themroſfay, Who 
' #3 4\God like wnto thee, pardoning iviquity, tranſ- 
| |greſrion and fin? IE 
| 2, Sometimes God appeareth in holy religions | 
conference, ' As Iron ſharpneth Iron, ſo doth a man 
ſharpen the face of his friend, Prov.27.17, And 
therefore Chriſtians, when they meer together, 
ſhould encourage and firengthen one another in 
the ſervice and worſhip of God, ' Exhort one axo- 
ther daily, while it is called to day, left any of you 
be hardned through the deceitfulneſs of ſin, Heb.3. 
'13, Indeed, why is onecemtorred, butthat 
[ ſhould comfort others with the ſame conſo- 


lations wherewith he hath been comforted * When 
then art converted, ftrenethen thy brethres, And 
that no man may deſpiſe any ſerious Chriſtian, 
though of che meaneſt parts, let it be conſt- 
dered, that God maketh uſe of the diſcourſe of 
the fooliſh, for the converſion and confi: mation 
of thoſe that have been in great repute for learn- 
ing. Thus the famous Funiwe was brought to 
be ſerious, by hearing the hearry diſcourſe of a 
Country-tellow concerning Faith, and Repen» 
tance z and our own renowned Bradford com- 
= forted| 
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forted by the diſcourſe of an unlearned Wez- 
ver. won remote oe $6 that no 
fleſh io his preſence, and t no mem- 
ber of che body may ſay toanother, I havens 
need of thee. 
4. In che receiving of the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper ſometimes che Lord doch { 
_ upto the day of Redemption, I have 
[ome (ay, that chey did \never receive of this 
Banquec, bur hey tound ſame (enfible reviving! 
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byirs but chey were ſuch as made more con» 
ſcience of preparing themſelves then moſt now | 
a-days do, 1ladecd the two main ends of this| 
Ordinance ſeem co.be, Growch'of Grace, and 
Evidence of Grace : Here che new-born babe 
rakes in that which makes him grow up to bis 
juſt and full proportion , there alſo the ſoul in | 
ed{woon rakes 1n char Wine which makes it. 
recover, and {cel its own life and ſtrength, No 
man can oper his mouth ſo wide, but there is, 
| char ijn his Otdinance which will fill ic for 


in it che wholeCovenanc, is ſealed, Chriſt and 
all his benefics made over to the worthy Com- 
municant, 

e#, None muſt come to this Ordinance 
bat he wbo hath Aſſurance, and therefore 1 
do ill to preſcribe'it as a means to beget Aſſu- 
rance, 


Anſw, 


6 *© 


nuties, 
5. Singing of Pſalms alſo hath been much 
bleſſed by God to the quicting of mens minds, and 
filling them with the ſenſe of bu love,” The 
Scholars of Pythagores ſeem to have thought 
that ſinging had ſome natural tendency to pro 

curequiet reſt, and freedome from ill affrighting 
dreams, hence they uſed it every night © And 
it is þy che ancient Fathers much commended, 
as very powerfull for the quieting ot all paſſions, 
and cafing of the wind of all its perturbations, 
Manyhave 1 xead of, char infinging of Blalms 
have been (weetly afteced with the higheſt con- 
ſolations : ſo that it may well be wondred how 
this duty came m che late times robe -ſomuch 
diſuſed in the Families of perſons protefſing 
Religion, { 


angng of © wil rod 


formed, Ser hed ry _ 0 
man; by it we make melody to God, the By RR 
_ the uprighc is his delight, bur the Praiſe of 
opright much more : the time is co 
when payer hal be no more, bur Praiſes 
cis an heavenly work, and chere- 
fore no wonder if it give thoſe who doule it 
ſuch a caſte of Heavens glory, as makerh them 
all cheir ſorrows, That Luther could 
all his tears by finging the 46 Pſalms, is al- 
moſt in all mens mouths, bur we have a more 


ſure and early example in holy Writ, 2 Chroy, 
5.13, 14, When they lift up their voice with the 
trumpet, and cymbals, and inſtruments of muſick,) 

ad raed the Lord, ſaying, For he i good, "i 
- mercy endureth for ever, that then the 


«s filled with a cloud, even the houſe of 1 
Lord: | 


a 
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Lond: that the Prieſts could not | 
er by =" of the ok for ger yes 


= hosſe. | 
ireQ, 5, Let him that wants' Aſſurance caſt 
out every fin, ſet upon an univerſal-courſe of Re- 
formation ; {or God will nor give his Cordials, 
co one that harh a foul Stomack, Thoſe char 
dally and camper with fin he will have nocom- 
merce with, | Rev. 2.17, To him that overcometh 


en OT 
| put rogether do amount 
- as much as Aſſurance; bur they are all pro-: 
miſed es ra&r71, to him that bryan ro 
him rides on conquering to conquer, 
vanquiſhing temptations, ſtedfaſt in the Faich, 
Let looſe and wanton Profeſſors talk as they | - 
pleaſe of their high enjoyments , and boaſt as 
they liſt of cheir raptures and extafies, we do 
know that they lie againſt the truth, 1f we ſo 
that we have fellowſhip with him , and walk in 
darkneſſe, we lie, and do not the truth, x Job,1.6, 
But, If we have his commandements and keep 
them, then do we love Chriſt; if we love him, 
we ſhall be loved of the Father, and he will love 
us, and manifeſt himſelf to us; Joh, 14, 21, 

More eſpecially, Aſſurance goes along bb! 
U 


© I —_ — 


faeh a&s of Obedience 25 do notably croſs ſome 
carnal intereſt; | as 


1, Aﬀ#s of Charity; a coffly - but 
ama _ God makes <ruy hed 
choſe who are merciful} ro others. 7a, 58. 7, 
8,9, 10; If thou deal thy bread 16 the hangry, and 
bring the poor that are caſt out to thy houſe ; when 
thow ſeeft the naked, thou cover him, hide not 

from thint ows fleſh : Then [bell thy Ii 
break pate dy morn! _ my ws _ 
ſpring forth ſpeedily : and thy righttveſneſſe 
go Ah thee, and the gloty of the pay lo be 
thy rereward: Then ſhalt thou call, and the Lord 
ſhall anſwer ; thow ſhalt cry, and he ſhall ſay, Here 
t am, If hou draw out thy ſoul to the hunery, 
and ſatisfie the afflified ſoul, then ſhall thy lieke 

riſe in obſcurity, and thy darkneſſe be as the noon- 
| day, and the Lord ſhall guide thee continually, 
and ſaticfie thy ſoul in drought, The Hebrews 
were very charitable Chriſtians, chap.6, verſ-10, 
{we read of their /aboor of love, they took as 
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much pains in —_— a$it they had 
been-all Deacons; and the Saints were the ſpe- 
dial objeR of their charity, and ro them they 
were charitable for the Lords fake Now this 
labbur of love was that on which the Apoſtle did 
build his perſwafion, that they would nor fall; 
under that heavy doom he had denounced | 

| againſt | 


© — 
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FEES, tes, 7 an ptyſwaded berter rhing)s 
you 


, things rthit iccompany' ſalvation, thi 
lr ſeoborny mill pena which 
[yaion cannot be ſeparated, for God & nit #u- 
Hebteons t6 forget your labour of love, And this 
diligence and unweariceneſs in miniſtring rothe 
neceſſity of the Sainrs, is that: which is com- 
| mended by the Apoſtles as the way to attain to 
the full zfſurance of hope, verſ, 11, We deſire 
' that twery oe of you do fhew the [amt diligence, to 
'the full aſſurance of hope to the end, No wort 
| der God honows this Grace, which doth {6 
| highly honour Him, 2 Cor. 9.-12, The miniſtia 
tion of this ſervice not ontly ſupplieth the want 
of the Saints, but is abundant alſo by many thankſ- 
\givings unto God , _ the experimen of 
this g's oh they glorifie God for your pro- 
|feſſed ſubjeFlion apto the Goſpel of Chriſt , ind 
for your liberal diſtribution anto thers, and wnto 
all Saints, \Thole who makeit their grand plor 
and defign to grow rich, do pietce themſelves 
'through with many temptations; and whent 
'c6ome to lie down on their fick-beds, they have 
ho mere eaſe then if they cid lie down on beds 
of thorns: Bur thoſe who have wiſely confider- 
ed the poor, the Lo:d maketh their beds for 
chem it their fickneſs, needs muſt they lie down 
in peace, and ſleep fweetly, It & a mort bleſſed 
thing 
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d rejoyce not when we receive of the 
bead chi, but when we have 


ſelves, 
2, The duty of Fraternal correption may poſ- 


world, and make him accounted 2 bufte prag- 
matical fellow, but it will endear us in the eyes 
and fight of God: Gol will give ſome eminent 
token of his love to thoſe who are not aſhamed 
of him in the midſt of a crooked, adulrerous 
| men of ſuch courage are ſeldome 

wn long to lie under any anxious fears of 
t heir erernal ſtate, 

3. Atts of Mortification carry in them a great 
contrariery co carnal pleaſures; and the dearer 
it coſts any one to part with fin, the more ſweer 
and comfortable will ic be to call co mind the 
victory got over that luſt, None more chear- 
fall chen chey who deny themſelves the chear- 
fulneſs of jovial company , who ſet a knife to 


ine to give then 19 receive ;, and therefore we 


nities, to expreſs our boanty towar thoſe|- 
who do ſerye Godin a worle condition then our} 


Gbly hazard a mins repute and eſteem in the | ' 


> : 
—Oo—_ _—uu _ a a <4 _« _ 


their throats, and walk by the ſtricteſt rules of 
temperance, There's ho aſſurance of the Crown 
albe;r we do ſtrive, it we do not ſtrive lawfully 
and lawfully we do not ſtrive, it we be not tems- 
perate in all things, Even St, Paul chuld not | 


keep | 
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ber nodr be fea: of 
ſei To. 9.2 
"| 4. Pea 


Der nd rol ae F imo 


45" "ee brings 
ing not *1ly on thoſe who do attempe 
it, the -of boch the diſſenting parties : bar 
R xth-more LIP rs Al pron ogr 
doption; Met, 5, 9, Bleſſe#® ave the prace-wis- 
ters, for they ſhall be' called "the ſons of Gol, Tt 
is the obſervation of Aal/dvhat; That to be cal-| 
led the ſons of Gol , implies ſomewhat-more 
then to be the ſons of God, vis, that 
makers ſhall be owned and pabliſhed as the ſons 
of God,” they ſhall have ateſtimony iti che con- 
ſciences of 0 and in their own conſciences, 
thar they are dm rn God, & 
5, Loving that Hate ws, b thoſe 
that curſe us, praying for thoſe , Bin hoſe 
are'aQions vety cofitrary to cortupt nature, 
ac which nothing is more pleafing then private 
but they have on therti ſo much of the 
hgeel him-that maketh his Sun to rife 6n the 
7 ab fon e good, and ſenderh his rain'on 
the juſt and Rn | thac they clezrly evidence to 
1 thar is' conſcientious in exerting them, _ 
on's He cannot long queſtion his own on+ | 
ns from God, who finds in himſelf an heart ! 


ready to forgive al} who Han againſt him] 
or 


i CO _— 


CO TU ES — NO Oe 


_- 
x. 
» ” of 
22S 


all chiogs the (ame riginal 

| AR of Indempaity ia che hands of God, 
ISR kept within out 
VES, F /\ 

Due, 6. wnhopaoes Lov non, | 

| » £1ve way ts apy wnne cm | 
__— ——_ 


ion, Or think chat | every chiog 

w* callerh for trouble and lame, corh preſet! 
rad de | 
Cod: 
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heme ching| 


x, 4 ghere are 


Gr 
« cid eKLICAre FENG. athers,| 
ofchoſe labyrinchs of eewond inzo which 


Popary had led chem ; nn harade re ll al 
neceſſary uſe, and i& abſerved, would 


I at hberty many who do account themſelyes 
2» mou muſt not make my Ll an bypecrite 41 E 
N 2 
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that which would make the whole gents atvos of tht 
TE 
ro | 
ing my el, yer T oppo ve hard 
every one . If 1 cani6rſee 
my own tizme written in the Lambs book of life, 
Fake up the body of Ctrilt Jets,” Weiny 
e t ot LAI 
thetelore obſerve, if we have © ity,. the 
confeſſions of thoſe whore; it any other, fin- 
——_ 
Go whi = in 
tobe iq t ves, 'we may not for Teh luſt- 
ings conclyde-otr ſelves to be ont of 'covettant 
with Ooly crit wPER pe Pag ſhaky] 
enongh mm courſe; | ; we over 
dive Gadd teflinony | 


the hiſtories of thoſe who 
in Scripture that they were his children 5 and if 
we find that our ſpot is but as theirs” was, 'we 
need nge forit fear our condition, 1 7 
2. I need not trouble wy ſelf about that which | 
hath been already objetfed againſt me, ind fallyby 
we an{[wered, 1t a controverſie hath been long 
ed} the queſtion nuly ſtared, argamencs 
on both ſides clearly produced, which way aman 
hath gone he will go, and not ſaffer himſelf ro 
be removed from - his opinion by every new 
book, in which are onely the old argumencs in 
. a 
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nay don: 7new addirioga] ſtrength, 
Sopbi r-- oye ghem, an; 2ar,/will-be 


on ae ok pee | 


do b hei 
Rn den ate 

uſe ſome new 
I 


= be filenty de ule bn 
ooo 708 


And ler all th ew > fre the ſeal 
ofthe Sp it on their hearts, did -gOt-hou- 
1 ci |ciſh doubrs, well conſider, they do 


by diſquieting themſelves with childiſh j on 
— commit a ve: y great ſin, For- 1. 
do rob the Spirit of all the e Vonre rh for 
| ORrREns wry ay wc eh 
can- je chogſe bu grieve him, w t 
forch . power equivaleat to that by. which the | 
world was created, bywhich Chriſt was raiſed 
from the dead, to find it-overlooked and nor 
at all ackoowledged e 3, He fins. agdinſt his 
feat in hindring the growth it might wake were it 
not hindred by tions fears tha rhe ran «fill 
axſonnd; .-Poſlels a builder with.29 
| Foo char his toundation is not ſure laid, and you 
will never perſwade him-t9 carry hs Fe xLary 


ta mes th for.he will ill. be ng 


orms.and ys ariſe 
all, | 


Wl. tte HH  — 
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{all; and che hi -Nath/raiſedi, ie 1 


XZ 


08543 But if Wt of tear not to deny a:whe 
| evidence,” F hou'd thuſt to-4 ſabſe evidence, ] were 
then eternally yridvne; 

"ſw. Tree, And therefore 1 2m nor now 


Anſro. | 
x y mary's" . 
per | any flighe any doube _ 


| 
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ay anpardomaMle frn, thee itis meerly 
and nor 2t-all his fin; /for if the blaf 


not on oft! heart, bur beinjected by 
_ 


toi, 'tis'tny trouble, bar tis 
\ Bae f have beery told , that there is 


ceaſe 
Anſ# | Undifcerned , is ohely in 
Fe,» rnd 1m red he chart ho- 


neftly 

ptayeth, Starch and try me, © Lord, if there 
be any. way of wickedneſs in me, cannot bein a 
way of wickedneſs, and 'not know ir God 
may for aſeefon hide from vs our finceriry = 


ayers pocrifie cannor, 'at leaſt 
hiddert from: us, if we ſeatch carefully ro find 
if out, * 


Queſt, 6, parr, 2, How: tes who hath Aſſu- 
rance nia 
| a right he ef and weighty que- 


| er tot | Now minor eft virtue, quan jtertre 


6 Afarance, then to gainic, Lirele,as 
avactag m Meraphyficks, is che diffrience 
Eſſence and Dkration , Creation and 


2g "The Spirir, who is the autor 
is alſo the carrier of iton; and 


N 4 et ole 


wb tage 


proverh his own works, and heartily” 


farts twer#}: no lefs care and pradenceis required | 


[ 
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ies-.and. Ordinances. which avs. the 
teaſes ghar do facie god noble. Ado 


BT be be Spirits Offoet towards Believers. | 


let dim 
'ts ioprint on his beart, 4 true and 
Fi benwlede of the covenant of grace. He that 
under ſtands this, may ( aith Luther), give thanks 
#0 God, and account himſelf a good Diving, - He 
chat underſtands it not, . 1s neither good Divine, 

nor Chriſtian : For, cherefore do. our conlola- 

rions not. fail , becauſe this covenant is fore, 
and w ordered in all things, Two things 
y..there be inchis Covenanc, in whichic 
concerns TY who would not be as the waves of 
the Sea driven with every wiad, to bewell eſta: 


| Upon what terns we take God: And doubt- 
leſs wetake him to-ſandtifie and pardoa and glo-. 
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rifie | 
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romeo tell = teen is 
with him, he} not believe, as A 
are in the hands of the Midienrees 3 If # 

be with ws, why then is all thus befallen ws ? Tudg, 
6, 13, Naomi returned home Jaden with ſpir- 
tual grace, yet ſhe ſaich to her geighbours, Cofl 
me not Naowis: but call me Mara, for the Lord 
hath deals very bitterly with. me © ] went out full, 
but the Lord hath brought me bome again 1 
Rath 1.20, Upon ſuch an account allo Fob com- 
plaineth, "That God had hidden his face, and did 
hold him for his enemy, Job 13.24. —_ 

t 


— 


low dove granted umo ir if any man co 
hath &n 


| x | away 
wee, peek, nor he hath ear- 


en 
nary 


incke wivicer more then henovefte of 
_— me windring thoughts , 
X othdinell -anoppattentey of cones 


—_—— fave onely char he is not 
omicred of commited; harh a pardon 


Deed TL 
| | ay chinyto 
cend} lie, 1nd 'make Feld plea for merey. 
ho therefore thar would keep his Aſſurance, 


wuſt, when fins ate broughe to m— 


_— 


Tho Spins Offierawichs Bebe, <4 
and fer in order þolore-Him thus @y 
Were'my fins prefur ws fo mrs 


rerain, 'bar ny preſene ficnels for 
- bores | 


ON + dare} Frake erovery Mercy 

| 2 Cri ra or every z | 
not paying thar tribure we forfeit the <2 bx 4 
bug if afcer fo great 4 mercy as Aﬀurance we 
cominue to be amthankfull, we may expe, that 
2s we forfeir our Aﬀarance, fo God will alſo take: 
the forfeiture, Indeed what will man be thanks | 
tat for, whois nor thankful for rhe ſenſe of Gods | 
png, adopting love ” Tis nor Hezver, 
| ity referer gre ng 
demption,but it 58 4s of it, 8& we know 
prac JE xs to bri 
their Oblation of Thankſgiving. when —_ 
cerved their firſt-fruits, becauſe the firſt | 


were a pledge and payn of the whole Haiveſt, 
Dew. 26, Bliſſed be God and the Father of var |, 
| | Lord 


—— ——_ —{ﬀ — 


Er nk 


eketny 


trade were ig! not £0 admire ſogrear love: 
[if God havegiven us a well grounded hope that 
| qur games 216 Witten in Heaven, that we haye 
| acitle cochar Paradiſe in compariſon with which 
| che Garden of Edew was but a dunghill, this is 
| (ach a mercy 25 is undervalued if. it be thonghe 
| og without aſtoniſhment , if ic do not cauſe us 
; 
| 
| 
| 


frequently with. David to fit down beſore the 
Lord, and ſays; Who are we, and what is our houſe, 
that how haſt browg bt x« hitherto ? And this was 


ſervants for « great whilets 
fee en pen: 
Ghow great is thy g s which t lai 

for theſe that' fear thee? 2.Sam, 7, P [236AL 


_ 


| Bog if any ane who. hath che'love of God ſhed| 
abroad/in his heart, doin a ſhort timegrowſa\ 
ſtupid as not to allow himſelf cime ſufficient _ 

—_ view 


A OOO 


' 


_—— I O__ 
OD nm — Es eee. es 


| 


Io 


—_ — — OD OC —— 
. 
. 
= L 
- 
=. & 


+6 


7 
=; 
F 


n object. Can'a manthac is regenemce loleche 


"* "#nfw, It heican, after received, fio with 

Mr delight nainpa—n he may=} 

bur ſome ſay chat God is by promiſe engaged 

never to let himfin'acſuch an high tace; - ochers 

deny that there 'is any ſach promiſe : Which 

way my judgmenrio this — > 
ore 


———— 


bear neceſſities ily. will 
my tamily me 
5 varies or if 1 | 

gar coaſi(t 
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Deliberation 
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of ſack parigyye dry rey 
cold 7 
Reta | bj ES 


whoſoruer hath mot, wan wi be taken 
lab fo 13; Ab rae ani 
Het his candle "ſhine on him who doch no 


por home pa Peron Fra. 
who- are a corn with him ESA 
inftueaces that are firply and abſolutely neceſſary 
forthe fp eter turn fy 
when ir/is a (affirmative precepts do not | 
 -6ilieiithy but rhere- are aids of influ-/ 
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ences called by ſome arbitrary, by al, 
which 2 man is enabled with leſs di to 
in from evil, and to lead an holy life 
aids are uſually vouchſafed to the affured Chrj- 
ſtign: If cheſenorwithſtanding be yield cotemp- 
eations, or omit duties, or perſorm them either 
leightly or unchearfully, ay, or if he do not 
others to wait on God, it may well 
be that God ſhould withdraw them, 
and give Sin and Satan ſore notable advantage 
againſt him, Thoſe very omiſhons. and com- 
miſſions which would not provoke God to deny 
Affarance at firſt; may provoke him to recal it 

aſrer it is | 
Queſt, 6, part 3, How may A{[nrance when it 

is loſt be regained ? | 
Anſw, This ſuppoſeth chat Aſu- 
rance may be loſt, a f tion I am'fo tarr 
from nor granting, that I humbly concave ir 
may beloſt, and a man not ſenſible of ic; That 
it may beloſt in part, and a man take no greac 
notice ot the loſs, will be eaſily granted, and 
why not in whole: Is it not e that the 
|prake Duties of ſelf-refletion and examination 
| d be og oy agg or not 
' impartially performed £ It lo, how eallly may 
one judge that livelineſs and enlargedneſs which 
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aniſerh meerly from temper of body, or increaſe 
| O . of| 


alt th 
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of or falſe zeal, Rtill co ariſe ftomthereſti- 
of rhe Spirit and ' a good Confcience 
Hiſtories do abound with examples 
who meeting with prer 
and piety, have been by chem led-inro fach 


hypotritical Guides, they have not miſſed 
comforts. The conſolacion of che rol Chet 
muſt needs be gone,” onely another conſolarion 
did grow up inſtead of it, _ from 
ring themſelves with others of di 
{ frons from them, whom they ſaw tobe worſe 
then thetiſelves, or from the reſtimony and ap» 
plauſe given them from their companions whom 
rhey"reputed alway the fhoſt holy, Afeaſering 
j notre to us them- 
bots enong themſehves, they are not wiſt or un 
rfrd ta 2 CO Fre fora Sa- 
ear hath pot into rhis [nare, | repen- 
hirorhedver themelves, for oh of al ſnares 
the moſt dangerous, «as bring laid by the Devil; 
inp himſelt into an Anget of Light, 
and his Miniſters transformed into Miniſters of 
| Righteouſneſs. 
Some there be who have loſt their Aſſurance, 
\and are ſenſible of that loſs, and they are of two 
; forts, I. Such} 
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3. Such as have fallen imo ſuch fins-as do till 
of make chem yameer for pardony and 
ar—r—= me | 
2, of pardon 4 
| have ſtillput forth ic (elf jncoaR, mes 
looked on their fins through a ta)ſe glaſs; and 
ſounduly aggravated them. ' This lacrer (ſort are 
not to be favoured in cheir hard thoughes- of 
chemſelves; they muſt have the fal of 
thoſe Rules, by which they miſ-judge themſelves |} 
diſcovered, and be made to know thac they | 
greatly dſbonour God, whileſtthey meafarehis 
choughts by cheir own thoughts, whileſt-they | 
look og him as extreme-to mark.what men do 
amiſs, whois indeed ND 
| to anger, © TI ng er 4g 
Yer care would eft while RT 
bonne Irene 7 on 
ta\fly {0 called) humikey, we caſt them-notinto a 
more dangerous diſcaſe, fpiricaal (oth & ſecurity, 
| Butt is the rananboatgy Ant 0 ep how 
whom 'my DireQtions ate d 4 (er 


ſomerhing may be ſaid that will not be 
"oe Ire, -- Them 1 adviſe 

I. Tobring MR to a dut 4rd juſt ſenſe ſenſe of 
he condition, 2 cue and oſt z for 


there ein this caſe two extremes to be avoided, 
1, A frighting of #, They who err onehis = 
O 2 


—_—— Inn On 


—_ — 


196 The SpiritsOffice towards Believers, | 
hand have either benummed their conſciences 
or elſe they bave, the caresof che world 
and multitude of » fo diverted their 
thoughts, as that conſcience hath no time to 
ſpeak, One would have thought that David 
after committing Adultery ſhould have been a 
Magor miſſ«b1b, a terreur to himſelf and all 
round about him: but he ſeems ratherto be ra- 
ken up with finfull contrivances how he might 
coyer that ſin, nor do we find any complaint of 
broken bones, till Nathan the Prophet had awa- 
kened him, To ſuch I would fay, © Remember 
'* from whence ye are fallen, Ye are fallen from 
*rhe {miles co the frowns of a Father, of an 
* Husband who can arm all the creatures in Hea- | 


_ 


bowed on: af che Lambs book of Lie 
* nothi you lie open to et wrath £ 
< What are your pillows made of, that you can 
near op ngour "fs or ſlumber to 
bf oc Afi. and- not reckon that God will 
®. ak in upon you while there is none to de- 
| ver, | 

2, Some have too deep ſenſe of this condition, 
looking on themſelves whileſt in it as deſperate, 
as having commiceed the uopar c a. 
There 


0 th. et. Am > — 4 


hn —— 


| | 


| brews that have ſome- 


The Spirits Office towards Believers, 195 
There be two places in the Epiſtle to the He- 
ape" this way, ' rFeſe 
have horribly puzled ſome ofthe ancienrs, and 
are uſually ſer to the full by the' Devil and 
2 miſgiving heart in this evil day, To remove 
this error, I will not digreſs intq an inquiry con- 
_ the nature and ſymptoms of the unpar- 

fin, about which it is moſt certain ſome 
have diſcourſed very wildly; it may ſuffice to 
that a preſumpruous finning afrer the grace 


of Affurance received, though it cauſe a fore 


wound, yer not an incurable wound, There is 
balm in Gilead, « Phyſician in Iſrael. Sctip- 
tures give promiſes after ſuch lapſes, and furnifh 
us with examples of ſome who have recovered 
our of them ; nay, it is thought by moſt, rhar 
ſuch falls do nor leave 
dead, but onely in a fre z if (o, he may 
ſomewhar relieve himſelf with remembting the 
days ofthe years of the right hand of the moſt 
High, and'by means of grace ftill left, a&, 
beng firſt aRed, lomewhar rowards his own re- 
: his fin indeed is in fome reſpeAs more 
hainous then any fin of an unregenerate perſon, 


bur yet if not quite deprived of the ſpirit of life, 


hemay do that which 2 man who is void of the 
N it carinot do. This leads me to the ſecond 


O23 Il. Let 


| 


on thus fallen, | - 


q 
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II, Let hin who hath loſt his comforts, exa- 
mine how. and which way be loft thew. The cure 
ulually is half wronghte, when the cauſe of the 
| is found ont: and ſomerimes it is not 
find our the cauſe, ws, when Aſſu- 


ignorance 
voked God thus to change 
towards him it can hardly be that 
it ſhould be any thing but ſome notorious fin 
pn—_ by _ Such fins are found 
withour ſecret ſearching, Jer 2,24, They are 

before Fn) and —_ hand to 7 i 
1 Tim, 5.24, Theſe maſt humbly be acknow- 
ſor, and che Church coo, it be 
of chat nature as that, ghe'/Church by them 

ns enD 

ue as £ e, and cavil as t 

Nil orn that power he hath -entruſted his 
Church with, and retain the fins that ſhe re- 
tainecth, Bur when Conſcience hath brought 
in ſome ſuch fin as the cauſe of all che ynquier- 
neſs and trouble feared or felt, jc muſt not reſt 
ſatisfied in acknowledgment ot that fins. a man 
muſt by and through it go to the ocher ſins of 
his life, and to Original fin, the fountain of & 
very fin, As David, when by Nathans mel: 


ſage 


© — _— 


ER: ; Beievos, 9p | 


tum mh made the fin of. Murder, 
to 


Gelivered, Plal,$2. 74.| 
the corruption of his nature. | 
_ ot 1 was ſhapen in iniquity, and 5n: fin int 
Concrete: me, ——_—_— | 
black þ 1 rea a 


is the more difficule to figd our what Ln 
that did commribure moſt matter roward it, And 
chereſore mote care maſt be uſed in ſearching, 
our: hearts, and trying our ways, and —__ 
muſt _ chat he would ſkew unt 
us, Wherefore he hath hardned our hearts - 
bis fear, and cauſed ws to err from his ways, This 
was - Elihs's counſel to Fob, Job:34.31, 32, 
Crabb iran tobe ſaid to ed, I have bury cha- 
fliſement,. 1 will not offend any more : That which 
1 ſee not,” teach thew me x, if 1 have done iniquity, 
I will do no more, This learching muſt be con- 
tinued til we find s And whenthe Achanis tound 
our, muſt we then fit ſtill 5 Nay, then muſt 
we bewail it before God ; The evil way muſt 
| be forſaken that cauſed God toforſake us, That 
good way which when weleft God did leave us, 
we-return unto, Remember from whence 
thew art fallen, repent, and ds thy fir works, 
12:5. 
0bj, Can onein thiscaſe do his firſt works £ 
4; Not in their wonted perfeRticn : burt.in 
O 4 ſome| 


— ———_———— 


i 
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SD 


for 
TD a 


v4 ys Es 


did riſe in his heart 


to God, I would not 


bone and fleſh, bar alſo in their 
failro curſe him to his face. 

bur be ame's near i 5 ne cold 
[doit , he curſed almoſt every 


God, Fob 3. 1,6. NN Cod henket 


Dales. is to hold our 
well and duly to conſider 


ſome ſort he can, or at leaſt he can goto him 
h to the weak, and com- 
'* {| forteththoſewhoare inctrouble. To ſpend crime 
, is more eafie and more 
have bruiſed themſelves , 
is more lake! 
= ID 
crying out and roaring ; How 
whoſe wound: ſtink, 
forrupt, whoſe ſores run all the 
 [rheymuſtnor pntallhirime i comng br 
| get the broken bones ſet, and make uſe 
ſo ſhall chey recover ſtrength, and rejoyce, 
III, He that would re gain bis Aſſurance, 
juſt: jofifie Gon « God wniil it "a_y 


and be 


ESE Tx 
to any that will read his way | 
y_——_— all, whether hard choughts or 
es on ourſins, and 
ir Cemeric : (0 ſhall 


— 


— 


night loug ? _ 


This is, if any other 
; Saran reckons 
— not onely in their 


br pr, mill —_ 


hadttough 
tum, ihe] 


and are 


= 


in 


we. 


june wry bl Fn nd Cod Monit 
is committed, we do ſoon clear him, -and when 
we juſtifie him, it is not long ere he juſtifieus, | | 
in his Court of Heaven, in the Court of our 
'own Conſciences, and in the Court of the 
| Church too, ( many of whoſe members are ape 
[to condemn thoſe for hypociites ainft whom 
God writes bitter things.) While 7b 

that God wronged him, God ceafed notto ſcare 
| bins with dreams, and torife bit with 5 
to ſhoot arrows imo him, the id 
drink up his ſpirits, When he pPacrr nee God. 
conld do every thing, and that no t bt could be 
with-holden from him, and began to bimſel, 
in deft and aſhes : then God hes bis part ag 
his wncharitable friends, turns his captivity, and 


"y him twice as much as be had at firff, 
ob 


42, 
IV.” He that would regain his left Aſſurance, 


muſt offer unto God what terms of agreement whe 
pleaſeth;, 


203 The Spirits Office towards Believers, 
phaſeh, be be received incd favour up 
640 pore oder) eg try pry 
Ck ornate aver ane of ly nate 
” 8 ofth yu Fas. 


vawsLuk,15 18.19.25 one 
: Chabad workhank a ſeldom are ad- 


terfeir a. ſtraia of true repentance, thus expreſ- 
ſerh himſelf, 2 Saw. 14.32, Let we ſee the Kings | 
face, and uf there be any iniquity in me, let him 
till me, He 


Gods favour is," for as his anger is worſe then 
death, ſo his loving kindneſs is betrerchen life, | | 
Heoever duly eſtimated the light of Gods coun- 
renance, who would not get one glimpſe of it, 
though on condition preſently after co enter in- 
ro the chambers of darknels, He never any 
Pr'z 


a_— 


| The Spirits Office towards Believers, 
prized communioa with the Father and Son, 
who would not part with houſes fall of filver 
and gold rather then not pareake of it. 7 heve 
born nine Children (aith that good woman in 
Mr. Bolton ) with as great pain, I think, as ther 
CE RE 
afain, $ 40411 every ___ | [ame 
Stk penn er lent en bling, 


ſome tempeſt of terror might ſay as much; but 


che blood of Chriſt abſolutely, -it-is not ladg 
uſually ere God (pri us with it, Here ma» 


moſt of rheir days in grievings and groans, 
namely, *becauſe chey will not 7iſe up ro che 
terms and conditions of comfort, Would they 
confeſs their tranſgreſci0ns unto the Lord, he mould 
forgive the iniquity of their ſim : But if they will 
keep plence, les them not wonder if their bones 


no thacthey remain benummed. 
they be bumble, God would: give then: more 


my part in Chriſt Feſws, A very Hypocrite x | 


—_ 


= 
| 


| 


| 


when this is become the frame of heart, co will | . 


ny may ſee whence it is that they ſpend the | 


» 4 : | 
. | V. Hethat would regain bis wrance, 
hodhoe co-proytant; © mr, iam 
felves merry with us, becauſe commonly in all 
our DireQions we bring in Prayer for 'one, T 
may as well laugh at Feaſt-makers, «ho in all 
their entertainments furniſh their cables with 
Bread and Saltz or with Phyſicians, who mike 
Aloesan ingredient in almoſt Pill, Some 
duties are mate peculiarly ſurted-ro ſore one 
kind of trouble, bur Prayer ſanQtibes 2nd ſweer- 
ens all, Fam, 5. 1s any man afflifted , let him 
pray. "kJ 71H nanwrels7. It man ſuffer evil, 
the tialell co Prejer , ſpec in foul-- 
to P j ally in [- 
frefles and Choniens Preywntad reads be ad- 
vantagious, becauſe ir ſeemerh ro be one main | 
end aimeth at in withdrawing himſelf, co! 
|make his people more fervent and frequent in | 
Prayer, Hoſ.5, 15. 1 will go and returnto'my' 
place, 


| The Spirits Offictowards Believers. 205 
place, till they acknowledge their offence, and 
wy faces in their affliction they will ſeek me early. | 
I will return to my place, I will as ic were fhuc 
ſelf —_— if 1 regarded them nor, | 
nll my face, that-is,, my favourz/in 
their on a> pms ſeek me early, betimes, 
| wich,all peed, wich care and vigourallo, ac ſuch 
a rate as men are wont to do things inthe morn- 
ing, Hence we ſhall obſerve, Thac the adopted 
children of God have when under deſertiog in- 
tended their prayers, David did fo, Pſal,30.6, 
728. Pſal,77,1.2, S0 did Himan, Plal.88:1,2,9; 
{ay reno ee 
proed more earneſtly, Luk. 22, 44. t 
jm made him more to expreſs his carneſtnels, 
t at other times: And when all other means 
(have; been uſed without ſucceſs, - Prayer hath ' 
preſently effeRed the cure,” ſo tha man ig Ger- 


{an, that ftudicd agaraft Atheiſme, and could ne- 
_ _ of #t, at pr prayed that God 
w him in it, aud he was clean ridof all 


bis horrid temptations this way, and was as really 
perſwaded of the truth of wnſcen things as of the 
chair he ſat in, And. many no doubc now alive| 
bave found by their own bleſſed experience, 
that when the moſt rational arguments have not 
cured -their diftruſtfull choughts, Prayer hath 
done it ſpeedily , they have kneeled down "n 
x 


—— OO ———— 


— 


the. ſpirit of bravine(s, bao uy: _— 


with rhe parwvent 
1 0bjet?, 1 alert hoy tharGod had noe 


caſt me of, did he wo payet 
from me, "bat this is char wh 


- Anſw, Naa ful eaſrindeed, pddocdel 
hare complned of; The Spoue compa 
_ Chop wnrorrs los 


ayer, veri. 8, 
.22,1,32. 
"why art 


roaring® 'O pwr I ery 1m the day tiene, 
y brareſt not ; and inthe night-(caſon, and 
an not filew, And betore him, Feb ch.30;v.20, | 
1 cry ante thee, and thou deeſt not hear me + 1 fland| 
ow thou reg ardeſt me not. We muſt roavoid. 
dine of thus rempration, know, rhar ir od 
Guty 10 pray alway, and not io faint mm 
| the| 


4 


theſevi of chac will be, cur Savione hack rald 
0s.40 a. w arable, . 18, \The repalſes 
either gives or ſeemerh 


o plend.andexpoie 
- ith God, =nner my 27a oe 
wering , - Why art thes [0 far from helpi 
_ es the words of my roaring ? owes 
Pſal, 80, 4.' © Lord God of Hoſts, bow: long 
witt thow be againſt the prayer of thy people? 
ES glener notes angihy 
re: arguings, Dbecau 
Ns nimcs ariſe from char holy La 
boldneſs which is for Saints by che 
Blood of Chriſt, Zpbeſ., 3.13, Heb.10,29. but 
do alſo ſomerimes arile from a fintull ſaucineſs 
| made up of diſcontent and unbelief, therefore 1| 
ſhall; - co compleat this laſt Direction, hew} 
when a deſerted perſon is ina fir frame thus co 
' plead with God, and alſo what are the Topicks 
 trom which Faith may argue, 
| - A man cannot believingly plead and expoſtu- 
late with God for not anſwering bis Prayers, cill| 
he be meet to receive that mercy he prayeth for. 
Whileſt iniquity is regarded , God will efily 
anſwer our pleadings, and make us aſhamed of 
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ore have we 
wot ? Wherefore have we aſe, 


a fu, andthe be root 
rdrfvi or ate, and to Rs RY 


Yourfaſis end i in, andare (eco 
vid. Gatch, Ed with vexations ſuics and brawlsz 
in lecum. you miſuſe your ſervants, and deal 
op Ayers ip ret regen 4 rom 
Te ſhall not faft as ye do this to make your 
ad arte yeh As if he h: ſaid, « Ne. 
*ver look to have your accepted, or 
« your faits heard oa high, fo 2 as ye"con- 
br ITO vexation and oppreſ- 
ObjeF, If we muſt not plead till webe meer 
for mercy, then we muſt never plead, for our 
hearts bang once made meet for God 
| beſtows mercy, and ſo no need to plea d forit. 
Anſw. Meenels doth not try in indivi- 
ſ6bil5, but hath irs laticnde and God 
dorh not delay to anſwer when he ath b: 


| 


/a man to full ficneſs 4 but he may and doch ſome- 
times delay when he hach broughe him to ſome 
| firneſs, Thar alſo may be a full firnefs for one, | 
[that is not a full firne(s for another 3 and that #/ 
full firne(s for the ſame man ar one time, that | 


is a0t at another, Tis commonly ld, anduuuly, 
thac 


Et ——— 


| 


p* | .*- 


Ti ii oficamg Brinn: 209| 
that there are p FE prn4 


theſe = pak Bis, 

es, are uſual y by a 

faith, c ole whoſe | 

zedRebeion. waevr | 
who are for a privace js 

whom God calls: raghg work of the My, 
That very thatwould have 

{ | manfor jones pref fic hum co have i 

| Anon, after kehach, by any. notorious. re- | 

olcing loſt ic. Healſo-who is by Goddefigned | 

m_ exemplary ſtritneſs and, Fines, mortifie | 

doth gnereey come by his Aſſurance 

| wor ly Cen who, was bor ded ro 

be © He'therefore who lives 

| i 6 dike reel Ht though he have 

l waited for ;ic more then they who wait for the | 


morning. watch, ler -him..chink char. God hath 
—_— Eto ipenlaian either | 


0.haatla. lie afreſh for former oh 

him che more highly.co raloe Chl Je | 
a ar gue him 9 moore. tbl goprocaced | 
Mokena: yer ihe be. noagopioes 


ing any known fin 
1 _ —— God would pr Loma 


himche oy of ha Gln ane where 10 
Ire W Fa 


Ries face rm hems 7 # ns 


nd 


, NTT " 


i Tp firmed H 


rg) Cw 
dip ol old Obi, Cn 


Ts mars uennne) 
Cs beth ar conmein Worker we 
may plead with God, So we find Moſes to 
DIEDIISEISS 
146 $0e power of "wif Lioar, 46 

[Acai 20 The - Lard or long 


ſuffering, 


Ke x 
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bong yr eigatar her Yan and ar- 
by ſome one of thoſe feven __ | 
repencing ſinners 
: they are ſeven $kirrs by the which he | 
lay hold of him, and nor let 
go till he hath bleſſed us, In Scripeure alſo| 
he makes himſelf known 
that name the 


Þy which is good foi wi 


would have us to 


the name of Father; 
argueth wich him, 
16, a mc This) 
Faick did| 


X5- 


go to my Faber 
s = Ler every 
- Thow art my Father, and 
ſhar his armes againſt @ ſon, for-| 
diſobedienr, but now inc 
reſolving to redeem the 
yernent. of the time to 
with true remorſe and 
God, hall noc 

, #ht ring, and the 


þ bur this is my miſery, that I lave 
P 2 


people, _—y " —— —_— of 


| 


be 


loſt) 


——_—____ﬆR_@R 
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loſt all char which ſometimes made "me co think 
he was my father, .and afforded me forme bold- 
neſs in my acceſſes to him, 

A. 1f I ſhould for once gratifie thee in-thy: 
hard thoughts concerning thy ſelf, yer thou canſt 
not deny bur chat God i is thy Facher on acom- 
mon account, as 4 Orme, —_ by 
tion, for it will go a pricey 
cialy if we be allow Mes Choth, 
Ia, 64.8.9. But now, O'Lord, thes art wndl wn 
ther, we are the clay, thou art the Potter, ' we 
are all the work of thy hands, Be not wroth very 
ſore, 0 Lord, neither remember for ever * 
behald, ſee, we _— _ ——_ 
An argument al ouled P/al; 1 38. 10 
ln al the places here is 0 alin _ 3 Gods 
framing A 


ow kf, bc prhapu ſome 
7 n0w...mr ph aan 
by God not onely Ged ind fe reia the 


woinb, bur alſo tormed and faſhioned into a 
Church, taken inro- Covenant, and ſo made a 
peculiar people, doubtleſs there is 

to be made of this,. that weare called by 
Name, andthat we are the ſons of bis handmaid, 
born in his houſe, ſome ' this nail will 
bear; if we hang all our veſlclson ic, chew is 
muſt needs break, 

| 2 The very extremity of our condition is 4, 


| The Spirits Office towgrds Believers. 2113] 
| very effetiual plea with God: he uſeth it as an ar- 

gument to, Ha.$7.17; 1 will not con- 
tend for \twuer; neither will I be alway wrath, for 
the Jpirit ſbeuld fail before me, and the ſouls which 
I have made; | While no temptation hath be- 
fallen us bur what is common, God counts nor 
himſelf fo) much concerned to regard us; bar 
when once we are tempted wich ſuch malice as 
we ſhall nor:Jong be able to bear, God will then 
ſooncicher-reſtrain, or refrain his anger : When 


erue, and not onely ani extremity, let 
us that with God: { ſees Hemay to do, 
|Plal,88. 14,15, Lord why. hideft thos thy face 


my youth up,” whilſt 1 ſuffer thy terrors, I am di- 


4 Souls may remember God of hit 
scious dealings with them, The multt- 
| Fews cried aloud to Prlate, deſiring him 
#8 do as he had ever done unto them, Mark 15.8. 


| They thoughtsc would be unworthy of a magin 
| P 3 authority 


———Y 
_— 


3. 
Lohue® 


_—_— 


therefore our ſpiricual croubles are come to a| + 


5 v 
i= 


"Y 
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|ler his tairh plead as doth the 


authority to leave off co do ads of grace, yet 
men ſormetimes think they are not engaged to do 
ey already done fomach. 
dorh do good, that ry, ws rs 
bis former loving kindnefſes be 


with him as im to renew 
an any one that is diſtreſſed re- 


his mercies. 
member cthe-time when God did wipe off che 
tears from hiseyes, and bid him be of good chear 
beetle | his fins were forgiven him * _ 
iſa, 63. 


15, Where is thy 
ae f 


eftrained* Thar cender afſettion and. 
; c_ Thad formerly 


z 
how-come I now to hear nothing of its How 
comes it about that thoſe breaſts: (© ſome 
read, and gy ao. 
was wont tO at ſo freely cill I was ſatisfied, 
are nov quite put up, chough | need them more 
then ever I did s And to ftrengtheneartach 
yet we may mind God that he hath done 


_ ings for us then that we aak, for be 
ven us his Son ro dic for us when we were 
enemies 4 and will he nor now give us the fruics 
of his fufferiog * Did he not ſtidk ac lercing his 


Std ca — e- 


demption, 


 O— 


* The Spirits Office townrds Bolitvers, 21.5 
demprtion, and will he chiak much to let-us ogel 
have our ſhare in ic? - " 


ves Ms, II 
ric in us to enyy, revenge, - bring 
our hearts to torgive our offenJing brethren to 
rimes ſeven, and wilt not thoy, O Gad, 


iniquity, and paſſeth by the 
remnant of his beritage, 


be reftrained rowards me < Do they declare 
'chemfelyes ready to looſe all my fins, and (hall 
God rergin ther? Will the Scewatds ſhew picy, 
and will the Lord who gave chem their commi(- 
ſhew nones Ir is lawful co plead our own 

Pra much more the Prayers of oghers, 
$0, 4. © Lord God of Hoſts, bow long wil 


thow be angry againſt the prayers of thy people ? ol 
A P 4 | 


thine 


_—_—_p__ 
ww 
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chine anger be kindled againſt me; yer-fichall 


wain? Papiſts ſpeakn | | 
Church made up of the; (atisfaRons: | 
che deach of Chriſt;;and' of the Paſsions of 
che $aints, who in the days of their fleſh ſuffered 
more thencheit ſins requized , the ſafletings and 
ſatistations of rhefe$3imEmay be applied to 0- 
| rhers, fay they, and; ChuxcyOfficers wW- 
er tociſpenſe them,and grant indulgences,. Such! 
a treaſure we all rejeRt wich' abhorrence, bur! 
yet according to the Creed, we acknowiedg. a! 
communion of Saims;- conſiſting in the, mucual 
help and afciſtarice of one —_— prayer, | 
Doubtleſs it my ſomewhat quiet and ſtay: our 
eroubleſome ſpirits, to call ro remembrance, that 
when we dare ſcarce ſpeak for our ſelves; there 
are of our fellow Chriſtians that are crying for 
os; ſoine making particular mention of us, (a 
favour often defired by St, Paxil, Remw; 15, 30 
Epheſ.6,18,19. Col.4 3. 2 Theſ.3,1,x,):Others' 
mentioning us as members of the ſame body 
with themſelves, known to God, though une | 
known to chemlelves, v5 | 
6, We may plead the ill uſe like tobe made of 
our deſertions by others, whether they be good, or 
ad 


CC 


#4 


"The Spirits Office towards Believers. 2x7; 
bad *Fhis Pleayiif we be ſincere; is it, 4s like! 


tobe very effedur];) becauſe it aiſerh from 
ro-Relgon,/a\fear leſt ſhould ſuffer in 


ow, 


| He patin bs band by the hole. of thi door, and het 
| bowels were moved for him, Canc,5.4. ſhe tarts 
| and follows after him, and enquires of all ſhe mer 
| concerning him.” Now whac was the effec of 
|this? The Daughters of Feruſalem ask wer. 9. 
' What i thy beloved more then” anather beloved, 
' that thou doſt ſo charge 5? And chap.6.1. enquire 
| whither he is gone ? whither turned aſide, that 
\they might ſeck him with the (powſe? And in» 
deed; 1n reaſon —_ _ —— 
the language of by-ſtagders : It a loſt Chii 

be fo precious, what is an enjoyed Chriſty 


(miling Saviour But oh how ſeldom is it-ſo? 
| Do we not rather obſerve that hereby | 
1. The good are much &< z apt they 
|be ro faint at theſe tribulations which Aro 
' | others, though for their ſakes, Ephel.3 13. | 
| much more tor thoſe cribulations: chat ſeem 
| brought on their fellow Chriſtians by Gods own, 
' immediate hands In this caſe chere. is room for 


God.\can' ſo. order'it,,, arid! ſome-| 
mes s that'his| ſervants ſoul-Rtraights.do | 
benefit thoſe wichour, and thoſewichin, When |- 
the Spouſe had caiſed ther beloved co withdraw; |: 


-_ 


Wa.” 


| a frowning Saviour be ſodefireable, what/is a | 


| that 


— 


228 The Spirits Office coward: Believers, | 


chat ingeminaced plea of Devid, Pſa! 69.6 Let 
pairs age wand per 0'Gend: te. 
"ed epbirrlye he xr recs 

0 I . w 


en eros 
your Religion, From rhi ick David 
often argue infhis Pſolms, Pal, 27, 11, Lead mi 
rome (wherein - yr 
ſelf) becauſe of mine enemies, 38, 16, 1 ſaid, 
| Hear me, left otherwiſe they ſhould rejoyce over 


: _ Tr themſelves againſt me when my 
3 to_theſe are the pleas proper to de- 
ſerted ſouls, that may be picked our of the 
Book of Pſelms, but 1 forbear to gather them 


cOgerN a quem rt 1m hp ſelf, as the 
DireQory co ſurnith thoſe who are in crou- 
ble, wich fir prayiog- marter : onely let them 


be ſure that they be fincere, uſing Davids pray- 
ers with Davids heart, i, e. humbly, believing- 
'Y, charging their ſouls to wait on God, fo He 

that | 


— 


* 23S 3; i > | | D 

ro jarte work, #6 
CLEIACA "0:67, 
—an 7 "re 4 4 
$,40". 2, Sins ;Uc. p. 11 
al bd the Divinely Inſpired Writings, and 


preferring cifings p-13,thty1617. 4 Robbirg 
nd raking his prade unto our ſelves- 
Þ. 17518,19420- F+. ing on bim He wgly brars of the ey | 
ſ p.21,22. 6, Aſctibing to the Deyit the works of the Spj- 
Iris, S423, 
| ;. 4, The Spici 8 a Perſon, paz: 2 Hatha ten- 
der care of Believers, ibid. 3. N-« to be blaſphemed. p. 24. 
EI who take pleaſure in fin, which grieves the 
: i it, » 14+ 
| Metives a te grieve the Spirit. 


rt. He is a Divine Perſon, the enely Divine Perſon againſt 
» Lorhom a fin is irremiffible, p. 25.26, 27. 

» He hath lirtle deſerved ro be grieved, p.27,28-29,3003 1 
3. They who onely are in a capacity to grieve him,have leaſt 
reaſon ſo ro do, p.31,33- 

4 are the effets of grieving the Sp'rit of God, 
t. Hence cnſuc foul and diſhogourable luſts, p 34. ». Ord: 
nances become firab'e, p.35. 3- The heart is filled with 
ſad d:ſtreflingdoubrs, p 37. ; 

The $pirit.is pleaſed if x. We grieve when he is grieved,p. 38. 
2.Bring the fruirs of the Spirit, p.38-39. 3. Pray co him 
and for him, p.39-40. 4. Honour his gifts in others, eſpecially 
choſe for Miniſtry ; no time to be expeRed in wh-ch no Minift y, 


Pp. 0 4143+ 
| Whae meant by the Day of Redemption. 1, Noe 


N— I» 
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bo &y ſcarce 
eddy ou for this days po boy cer 


way kiſs the Redeemer, þ. 47: 
Nature and ends of Sealing, P4748; 
ESLISIIDYY RLrL regenerating) ur aſs 

work, p.48, 

rance ; by four Arguments, þ.56, to 56. 
Wh Papiſts deny nee FF 49. 

Differences berwixt Aﬀurance and Preſumprtion, p.6e. 

Afurance breeds nor floth, p.61,6146$- 

Faith conſiſts not io Aﬀu » þ- 64. © 694 

L. Whether -all ſometime or other have Aﬀu- 
rance ? A wood 
A. In four Propoſitions. 1. Some have Aﬀurance juſt before] 
death, who had it not before. p. 69.to 72. bh, Trans Wag AIR 
ep lnr OI rare 
2». To harden wor Pp 73- 
loves p. 73474. 4 the narure 
9. Through the malice of Satan, ML. Tis 
underſta nding Chriftian runs our his whole 
Aﬀurancep 75. IV.Yetis it por i © hold be 

This no ground for idleneſs ; for x; Meri argue nor fo in weny- 

$8.96. Tis s fin to want Aﬀftrance,p.77. 3. None 
a child of God, who deth noc defire to attain the full Aﬀy- 

mere hine. - 79-70-79. 

£, How is Aﬀurance wrought # 

A. i Ina very myſterious ways f.79;Soafte 2 in th fume 
way that bondage is wrought in unconverted finnert, 3, e. dil-' 


cuchvely, p 1 9 84. 

ethn ay cxpla ined,and cautioned by irs affertors, 

85,$6- 
F What ro be th of ir, p.97,99, ; 

Diſcurfive way the moſt ordinary and ſafe, p.29. to 92. 

pn =_ the uſe of Marks confuced, . 93294. | 

— ans hn cd, p.94 9596 

All that fear d to make uſe of this way of exa* 
mingtion- Some edna if not orhers, p.96. 


MW none viſible, then Examination ts 97. 


————_—_— —_—c___—_ th —_ 


— 
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te 


The. TdBLE, 


© Why does God ſuffer his children re wane 
6: dfemann þ | 
F . 
. i Ga Ged lens for a ſeaſon wane even 
moderate 3». 3To keep rhem from relapſes, p. re0,101. 
», To keep them humble, p.x0a-to4. 3. To make them more 
earneſt in Prayery p. 194- . 4 To try and exexcife graces, 
Lpcnog- | $-To make them more value when they have 
| RN ION -107. 
3+ I's more p. 8, Tocna- 
_ pd ad edout wiked, paoktny $. To mani» 
| Gr POWer and patience, p.logytioolil, 
} Therefore we ought nat when God withdraws to charge him 
| foolifhly, p.111,01> 
| £: How do Believers ivcritorioully procure the want of Aﬀu- 
Through the (malack of their Converſion 
6 the ul Paeating of the Galpe hea wow. 
ankeeced, þ. 113.40 216. 2. they 
: the caſe of poor Chriſtians 


ny. # of their 1 and 
the Temns od Cops of 0s 


— - --S - Dov 


{crupics in reference to the ofe of 
130, 1414 194. 
8. Becauſe they do nu beandy be kamort i< - 
ed luſts, p.133,134- 
1 9. By what motives may we quicken owe ſelves to look afcer 
 Aﬀſoravce, 
4. ». Oatly the Aﬀured Chriſtien can defire or advencare 
$to die in coole blood, Þ 839036197 » Ondly the adured 
Chiftian can defpiſc the Worid, and cheerfully indure the boſs 
of Goods, p. 139,10-444%. 3. Aﬀurance Qirengchens agninit 


4 aces of wiked m . 141,144. 4. Adarance 
————— — — 
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| The: N ABLE, 


boldneſs in Pra s 

the lng he Word and receing 

145- iglarges - 
furrhers Repenrance 


x7 je wn bn > a 
ſwere$IF3o 15403 59. 
L. —— pe; > three 


the geting of ity p. 257, 3. When 
ache x. 


: 


yamd 
rous and finfub,, p. 1 58. 
a. ] we nut pe naene® ug 
mercies we enjoy before Aﬀſurance comes, FP. 16341364. x64. 
HL He that would have Afﬀurance, muſt believe Low 
feel he believes, p. 164, ts 167- 
IV. God mut be waited on in the uſe of al Duties and Or- 


muſt be caſt out, and Univerſal obedience 
2: as of Obedicace moſt likely co yield Adu- 


rance ? 

4. 1. Ads of Charity, p. 1741317 5+076- 2. Afts of Fre 
ternal Correprion, þ. 476. 3- As of Morificacions p. 176, 
4 Peace makings Þ, 1979 5 Leving of Enemies, p 177. 

VL. Give no way tw unneceflary Scruples, p. 174. 

Three Rules ro prevent them. x. 1 muſt goe call wy ſelf 
an Hypocrire for that which Scriprure no where doch make a 
character of Hypocrifie, p.179. ». Nor for that which would 
rake all others Hypocrices as well as my ſelf, p. 180. 3+ Nor 
for that which 1 have formerly anſwered, p. 180. | 

A. Four-fold finfulnels in, dilquicting our ſelves with childifb 
ixgcational frars,18 1,18 2. 


tk. 


——— 


, " 7.4 BUE, 
| FT onid rut > file eordens 1 wie anne 


i8a, 
T7 There's wm undiſcerded as well ar dieting Hypoccifie. 


c p, i83. 
ME ps it 2 
; cfuladſ! nao 18; 
Diredios. 1 well undeeftnnd, 'N Qa whacecims 
he rakes God : ® ; Onnim cnn God when, pas | 
IL Let hini thankfully and admiringly 
goodneſs of God in beftowing Alle, p. 185,488. 
+ Let him keep hum; aa to former fans, 
Iv Lec himkeep bisvorn. F-19191 198 
V. Let bim ag frumx as Oakes ths 
acither did, nor bring fr p. 192 .&c. 


DIG: may'Affiviace when ifialolt be orghi 


two extreams : nx, A 


TYP RITREEL 2.06. 
offer unto Gd whac vera of agreement He 


be ſupe v9 pray earneſtly, p. 204. 
ory not vouch ſafe to neceive a Paxufams 


pray alway, and not to Faine. | 
ln bichres ade thy. Raw Vark p.210. | 

I, _— all che names by which He hath called himſelf 

in $cripmure. (ſuicable 20 our condition) p. 210. » Fro ihe 
very extremity \of our condicion, p, 213, 3- From his for- 
mer. gracious dealings, #- 227- 4 From our own readincls 
o forgiveorhers, p. 215- 5. From the compathon and pray 
s of cthers forws, p. 215- 6. From the il} uſe like to be 
ade of our deſertiom by others, good or bad, p. 246. Dil» 

= IYTFArr 219. 
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